Subject: What is The Biblical Meaning of the Word Faith?
Posted by A__Smoking_Flax on Tue, 28 May 2013 06:28:06 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

*** What is the Biblical Meaning of the Word "Faith"? ***
Grace and faith are the two most important words in the entire Bible!
Because:

a€m=By grace you have been saved, through faith;
This is not your own doing: it is the gift of God: not a result of anything youa€™ve done, so that no
one may boast.a€

We are saved by Gracea€]

Graceag€] is not our own doing!

Graceag€] is the gift of God!

Graceag€] is not a result of anything wea€™ve done!
It is by Gracea€] so that no one may boast.

Through faitha€]

Faith&€]} is not our own doing! Titus 3:4-5

Faithag€] is the gift of God! Romans 12:3

Faitha€] is not a result of anything wea€™ve done! 1Cor 15:10, Ephesians 2:10

Through faith&€; so that no one may boast. 2Peter 1:2-3, 1Peter 1:2-5, Galatians 6:14, 2Cor
10:17

You would think that every Christian would know the meaning of these two words:
Since correctly understanding and believing them are the foundation of our salvation.
But this has not been my experience.

| have asked numerous a€cechristiansa€e for the definitions of grace and faith, and without fail
these are the responses | have gotten:

Grace is the undeserved favor of God.
And, quoting Hebrews 11:1
a€weFaith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.a€e

| have found that &€cechristiansa€e (unsaved "religious" people) and even many true Christians
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also believe:
Faith is unquestioning belief; belief without any reason or evidence whatsoever: what some call
a€ceblind faitha€e.

ANDAE!

Although most &€cechristiansa€e, and even some true Christians, believe there is some kind of
mysterious aspect to a€cefaitha€s;

It is only &€cecharismaticsa€e following a€ceThe Faith Messagea€es who believe that faith is an
actual, tangible, spiritual substance; a real spiritual power which is released by us through the act
of &€cebelievinga€-: a power that we are required to obtain for ourselves; to store it up; to
strengthen it; so that we will become a€cestrong in faitha€s.

They believe it is the same spiritual power that God used to make the universe:

a€omeThrough [the spiritual substance of] faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the
word of Goda€e. Or,

We understand that it was through the spiritual substance of faith that God made everything by
speaking the Word of Faith.

Not only is it up to us to acquire this spiritual power, but, we must also be able to use it.

The most important part of having &€cefaitha€e is increasing our prowess/ability to use this power
in our daily lives. (James 2:17-18,20,22; &€ceThe just shall live [day by day, hour by hour, minute
by minute] by faithad€s. Whatsoever is not of faith is sin. When Jesus comes He will be looking for
those who have (and use) this spiritual prowess).

We must have enough faith to enable God to do what we desire/need, i.e., receive the desires of
our heart, prosper us, heal us, save us, save our families, etc.

Because, if we do not have enough of our own strong faith for God to use:

God can do nothing for us. Matthew 13:58, Mark 6:5-6

*** The Meaning of "Faith" Has Changed ***
Satan understands that there is no way he can change the definition of the word grace.
Everyone understands that the primary meaning of the word grace is undeserved favor (of God).
| believe God wona€™t allow the meaning to be changed because that is how He saves usa€} By
Grace!

But Satan knowsag€|

The definition of the word faith can be made to seem more mysterious, ethereal, and mystical.
The definition of the word faith has been radically altered over time.
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In fact, it has come to mean the exact opposite of its original Biblical definition.

This can be clearly seen in these dictionary definitions starting with the more recent dictionaries
and going back in time.

1986: faith, belief without proof; belief without need of certain proof
1962, 1965: faith, a believing without proof
College edition 1953, 1958: faith, unquestioning belief; unquestioning belief in God, religion, etc.

If you go back far enough, the original definition of the word faith can be clearly seen, even in a
common dictionary:

And that definition changes everything!

Faith is not belief without proof; or unquestioning belief in God, religion, etc.

Faith is belief based on reason and evidence.

WEBSTER&E™S 1828 DICTIONARY

FAITH, n. L. fides, fido, to trust; Gr. to persuade,
1. Belief; the assent of the mind to the truth of what is declared by another, resting on his authority
and veracity, without other evidence; the judgment that what another states or testifies is the truth.

2. The assent of the mind to the truth of a proposition advanced by another; belief, of probable
evidence of any kind.

3. In theology, the assent of the mind or understanding to the truth of what God has revealed.

4. Evangelical, justifying, or saving faith, is the assent of the mind to the truth of divine revelation,
on the authority of God's testimony, accompanied with a cordial assent of the will or approbation
of the heart; an entire confidence or trust in God's character and declarations, and in the character
and doctrines of Christ, with an unreserved surrender of the will to his guidance, and dependence
on his merits for salvation. In other words, that firm belief of God's testimony, and of the truth of
the gospel, which influences the will, and leads to an entire reliance on Christ for salvation.

Not long ago, it wasna€™t only true Christians who understood the exact meaning of the Biblical
word faith: everyone understood it!
The Belief of our Reason is an Exercise of Faith, and Faith is an Act of Reason.

It is not reason that is taking my faith away: on the contrary, my faith is based on reason.
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It is my imagination and emotions [that are taking my faith away].
The battle is between faith and reason on one side and emotion and imagination on the other.

*** Three Related Greek Words: Pistis, Peitho, Pisteuo

*k*

What Is The Biblical Meaning Of The Greek Word Translated a€ceFaitha€?

Anyone who is teaching Goda€™s Word, has a responsibility to be sure that the meaning of a
word translated into English is the actual meaning of the Greek word, before he uses that word to
teach anything i.e., theology or a Biblical principle.

Baptize, church, saint; these words no longer have the same meaning in English that they have in
the Greek.

Any correct Biblical teaching/theology/principle has to be based upon the actual meaning of the
word, not its current, popular, incarnation/deviation.

For example, in John 21:15-17, there are two different Greek words, with two different meanings,
both translated as &€celoveate.

When you understand that two different kinds of &€celovea€- are used, you then understand that
Jesus did not ask Peter the same question three times, but, Jesus actually asked Peter three
different questions.

The Biblical definition of the word which is translated faith is persuasion.

FAITH [Stronga€™s Exhaustive
Concordance of The Bible]
G4102 pistis (From G3982; Believe)

Persuasion, that is, credence; moral conviction (of religious truth, or the truthfulness of God or a
religious teacher), especially reliance upon Christ for salvation; abstractly constancy in such
profession; by extension the system of religious (Gospel) truth itself: - assurance, belief, believe,
faith, fidelity.

Persuasion

1. The act of persuading; the act of influencing the mind by arguments or reasons

2. The state of being persuaded or convinced; settled opinion or conviction proceeding from
arguments and reasons

Credence
1. Belief; credit; reliance of the mind on evidence of facts derived from other sources than
personal knowledge, as from the testimony of others
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Conviction
1. The act of proving, determining to be guilty of an offense charged against a person before a
legal tribunal; as by the verdict of a jury.

Reliance

1. Rest or repose of mind, resulting from a full belief of the veracity or integrity of a person, or of
the certainty of a fact; trust; confidence; dependence. We may have perfect reliance on the
promises of God

Constancy
1. Fixedness; a standing firm 2. Fixedness or firmness of mind; 3. Certainty; veracity; reality.

Veracity n. [L. verax, from verus, true.]
1. Habitual observance of truth, or habitual truth 2. Invariable expression of truth

BELIEVE [Stronga€™s Exhaustive
Concordance of The Bible]
G3982 peitho (the root word of faith)
A primary verb; to convince (by argument, true or false); by analogy to pacify or conciliate (by
other fair means); reflexively or passively to assent (to evidence or authority), to rely (by inward
certainty): - agree, assure, believe, have confidence, be (wax) content, make friend, obey,[b]
persuade, trust, yield.

Convince v.t. [L., to vanquish.]
1. To persuade or satisfy the mind by evidence; to subdue the opposition of the mind to truth
2. To convict; to prove 3. To substantiate; to prove.

Believe (pisteuo): is used 250 times throughout the New Testament and is translated: believe,
believers, believing, believest, believeth, believed, trust. Its origin is from the word Faith.

BELIEVE [Stronga€™s Exhaustive
Concordance of The Bible]
G4100 pisteuo (From G4102)
to have faith (in, upon, or with respect to, a person or thing), that is, credit; by implication to
entrust (especially onea€™s spiritual well being to Christ): - believe (-r), commit (to trust), put in
trust with.

Credit
1. Belief; faith; a reliance or resting of the mind on the truth of something said or done.
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Trust

1. Confidence; a reliance or resting of the mind on the integrity, veracity, justice, friendship or
other sound principle of another person.

2. He or that which is the ground of confidence.

Confidence

1. A trusting, or reliance; an assurance of mind or firm belief in the integrity, stability or veracity of
another, or in the truth and reality of a fact.

Biblical Faith is:
Persuasion in what God tells us, which convinces us to believe God, and to trust in God, and to
rely on God alone to perform what He said in His Word.

*** The Greek Word Translated Substance ***
Hebrews 11:1 Now faith is the substancea€|
The biblical meaning of the word faith is clear; it means persuasion.
The biblical meaning of the word substance is also clear.
Substance [Stronga€™s Exhaustive
Concordance of The Bible]

G5287 hupostasis
From a compound of G5259: hupo, under; and G2476: histemi, to stand; a setting under

(support)

You can see the basis of the word substance, when you take the word apart, sub and stance:
sub; under, beneath, and stance; to stand. Foundation would be a better translation of the word.

So instead of faith being a spiritual substance of power and our prowess/ability to use it;
Hebrews 11:1 would be better translated as:

Now persuasion in Goda€™s Word is the foundation of things hoped for, the evidence of things
not seen.

Or expanded it could read:

Persuasion in God, belief in God, trust in God, and reliance on God alone is the foundation of
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everything | hope for;
Persuasion in God, belief in God, trust in God, and reliance on God alone is the evidence of things
| have not yet seen.

There is no &€cepowera€e. in biblical faith.

The word faith simply means God has persuaded us through His Word, to believe Him, and
because we believe Him,

we trust in Him, and rely on Him alone to fulfill His Promises to us.

Biblical faith is not belief/faith in our own mastery of a &€oeSpiritual Substance of Powera€e, what
some have described as &€cehaving faith in our faitha€s.

*** The Full Meaning of the Word Grace ***

Grace and Truth came by Jesus The Messiah.

Goda€™s Grace, on the other hand, does contain THE POWER OF GOD TO CHANGE US
SPIRITUALLY, ETERNALLY.

GRACE [Strongd€™s Exhaustive Concordance of The Bible]

G5485 charis

From G5463; graciousness (as gratifying), of manner or act (abstract or concrete; literal,
figurative or spiritual; especially

The divine influence upon the heart, [Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit
within me.]

And its reflection in the life; [Order my steps in your word: and do not let any iniquity/wickedness
have dominion over me.]

Including gratitude): - acceptable, benefit, favour, gift, grace (-ious), joy liberality, pleasure, thank
(-s, -worthy).

Graciousness n. Kind condescension.

GRACE [Thayera€™s Greek Definitions]

G5485 charis

2) good will, loving-kindness, favor

2a) of the merciful kindness by which God, exerting His holy influence upon souls, turns them to
Christ, keeps, strengthens, increases them in Christian faith, knowledge, affection, and kindles
them to the exercise of the Christian virtues.

God, [Who has saved us, and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but
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according to His own purpose and grace.]

Exerting His holy influence upon souls, [No man is able to come to Me if the Father who sent Me
does not give him the desire to come. Make me to go in the path of Your Commandments.]

Turns them to Christ, [No man is able to come to Me if he is not given the power to do so by My
Father.]

Keeps, [Now unto Him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before
the presence of His glory with exceeding joy. | know Him in whom | have believed, and | am
persuaded that He is able to keep that which | have committed unto Him against that day.]
Strengthens, [Be strong in the Lord, and in the power of His might. | can do all things through
Messiah who strengthens me.]

Increases them in Christian faith, [The Christian doctrines/persuasion, belief, trust and reliance in
God. Go on fighting strongly for the Christian faith which was once delivered to the saints. God
has dealt to every man The Measure of faith (persuasion, belief, trust and reliance in God).]
Knowledge, [In Messiah are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. Grow in grace, and
in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.]

Affection, [Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us, and sent His Son to be the
propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another. If we love
one another, God dwells in us, and His love is perfected in us.]

and

Kindles them to the exercise of the Christian virtues. [Now the God of peacea€] make you perfect
in every good work to do His will, working in you that which is well pleasing in His sight, through
Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.]

*** Christians Are God Centered ***
Back to Ephesians 2:8-9

a€m=By grace you have been saved, through faith; This is not your own doing:
It is the gift of God: not a result of anything youa€™ve done, so that no one may boast.a€e

We are saved by gracea€,

Graceag€; is not our own doing!

Graceag€; is the gift of God!

Graceag€] is not a result of anything wea€™ve done!
It is by Gracea€; so that no one may boast.

Through faitha€;

Faitha€] is not our own doing!

Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us.
Faithag€] is the gift of God!

God has dealt to every man the measure of faith.
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Faitha€] is not a result of anything wea€™ve done!

But by the grace of God | am what | am: and His grace which was bestowed upon me was not in
vain; but | labored more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with
me.

For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before
ordained that we should walk in them.

Through faith&€] so that no one may boast.

Grace and peace be multiplied unto youa€, according as His divine power has given unto us all
things that pertain unto life and godliness.

Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Fathera€, Grace unto you, and peace, be
multiplied. Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to His
abundant mercy has begotten us again unto a living hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from
the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that does not fade away, reserved in
heaven for you, who are kept by the power of God through persuasion, belief, trust and reliance in
God alone unto salvation.

But God forbid that | should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world
is crucified unto me, and | unto the world.

But he that boasts, let him boast in the Lord.

There have always been only two ways: Goda€™s way, or mana€™s way.

By Grace you have been saved, through faith!

Is it man centered?

| am saved by grace, through My Faith!

| am saved by grace; which God only gives, because | released My Spiritual Power of Faith.
It is only because | released My Spiritual Power of Faith, that God can save me by grace.

Or, is it God centered?

| am so persuaded by God, Who said He saved me by His Grace, that | believe | am saved by His
Grace, and | trust in His gift of Grace for my salvation, and I rely on His free gift of Grace alone to
save me for eternity.

Either God gets all the Glory! And no one has anything at all to boast of.

1 Corinthians 1 :30-31, 15:10, 2 Corinthians 4:7, Galatians 6:14, Ephesians 2:4-10, 4:6-7, 5:20,
Philippians 4:19, Colossians 1:12-14, 1 Thessalonians 3:12-13, 2 Thessalonians 2:16-17, 1 Peter
1:3-5, 4:11, 5:6,10-11
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Orag)

Man gets the Glory; and we can boast of our own accomplishments. Luke 18:11-14, James
4:13-16

For a Christian it is obvious: Salvation, of body, soul, and spirit; is of The LORD! God Alone Gets
All The Glory!

The difference can be seen in which word we emphasize in the question asked by Jesus:
a€mx:Where is your faith?a€e

Now it came to pass on a certain day, that He went into a ship with His disciples: and He said unto
them, Let us go over unto the other side of the lake. And they launched forth. But as they sailed
He fell asleep: and there came down a storm of wind on the lake; and they were filled with water,
and were in jeopardy. And they came to Him, and awoke Him, saying, &€ceMaster, master, we
perisha€s. Then He arose, and rebuked the wind and the raging of the water: and they ceased,
and there was a calm. And Jesus said unto them, &€ceWhere is your faith?a€e Luke 8:22-25

As a€ceOvercomersa€e we were taught:

Jesus was rebuking them for coming to Him for help!

He was chastising them for not trusting in their own faith; for not relying on their own faith; for not
using their own faith to get them out of trouble:

a€mx:Where is your faith?

Where is your own spiritual prowess!? Your ability to use the spiritual power of your own faith!?
You should have used your own spiritual prowess to stop the boat from sinking!

This is something that you should have been able to do for yourselves ! You should not have
needed Me to do it for you!

The Christian point of view is looking only to God and not ourselves.
Jesus is simply admonishing us to trust and rely on God, our Father; no matter what the situation.

a€mxWhere is your faith?a€e
Where is your persuasion in God that causes you to believe Him, to trust in Him, and rely on Him
to keep us safe, even in the midst of this storm?

Jesus tells us to have persuasion, belief, trust and reliance in God.

Againa€,
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And when Jesus departed from there, two blind men followed Him, crying, and saying, Thou Son
of David, have mercy on us. And when He was come into the house, the blind men came to Him:
and Jesus said to them, Do you believe that | am able to do this? They said unto him, Yes, Lord.
Then He touched their eyes, saying, According to your faith be it unto you. Matthew 9:27-29

What is the emphasis?
Let it be unto you according to your faith: according to your prowess/ability to use the spiritual
power of your own faith.

But Jesus didna€™t ask them if they had enough faith to receive healing;

Jesus asked them: &€ceDo you believe that | am able to do this?

Their answer was yes, Lord Jesus; we believe that You are able to do this.

According to your faith, According to your persuasion in God, that causes you to believe Him, to
trust in Him, and to rely on Him to give you your sight.

(The Father that dwells in Me, He does the works.)

So then your own Spiritual Power/Prowess comes by hearing!
Or,
So then persuasion, belief, trust and reliance in God comes by hearing the Word of God.

One is reliance on your own a€cefaithage.

As he was a€ceteachinga€es about Romans 10:17, an a€ceanointeda€e faith teacher said: If | need
faith for something that | am &€cebelieving fora€s, | just say it out loud; and when | hear myself
speak, that brings faith: because, faith comes by hearing!

The other is looking to God alone.
Persuasion in God, belief in God, trust in God and reliance on God alone comes from listening to
the Word of God.

If, as one &€ceanointed” teacher said: &€0eGod never does anything out of compassion. God only
responds to [your] Faith!a€e;

Why then, does God speak about/respond to/act upon His own will, mercy and compassion so
many times?

Matthew 8:2-3, 9:36, 14:14, 15:32, 20:34, Mark 1:40-41, 5:19, 6:34, 8:2, Luke 5:12-13, 7:12-15,
9:11, 13:11-13, 10:33, 15:20

Romans 9:15, Hebrews 5:2, 1 Peter 3:8, Jude 1:21-22

If Jesus believed the a€cefaith messageas€e:
When His apostles asked Him to a€ceincrease their faithd€s He would have told them that to
make their faith strong they needed to exercise it daily like a muscle, by a€cebelieving Goda€e for
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their desires, needs, etc.; letting their faith (spiritual substance) a€cestand in the gapa€e until the
full manifestation of what they are a€cebelieving fora€ comes to pass.

Instead, Jesus told them:

If they had persuasion, belief, trust and reliance in God, as small as a grain of mustard seed, that
would be enough to do the impossible.

Jesus did not teach that we need to build up our &€cefaitha€.; instead, He knew that our heavenly
Father has given to each of us &€ceThe Measurea€- of faith, and that is more than enough.

If Peter believed the &€cefaith messagea€s:

Why didna€™t he teach it after he and John had healed the lame man at the gate called
Beautiful?

This would have been the perfect time to teach &€cethe faith messagea€- to those who were
wondering how this healing had occurred. Peter would have explained that it was his own Spiritual
Substance of Power, his own Spiritual Prowess, which came from his own Great Faith that healed
this man.

Instead, Peter told them:

Why do you look so earnestly on us, as though by our own power or holiness we had made this
man to walk?

Peter then preaches Jesus The Messiah to them and reveals how the man was healed:

And His name; Jesusa€™ Name, Authority, Character; through persuasion, belief, trust and
reliance in Jesusa€™ Name, Authority, Character, has made this man strong. Luke 9:1-2,
10:1,9,16-17

Peter tells them it was Jesus The Messiah who healed this man not their own a€cespiritual
prowessage.

If Paul believed the &€cefaith messagea€s:

He would have told Timothy to continue drinking that contaminated water and a€cebelieve Goda€-
to make it pure for him.

He also would have a€ceconfesseda€. perfect health over both Timothy and Trophimus.

Instead, Paul told Timothy:

Do not drink the water any longer [because it is contaminated], but use a little wine for your
stomach's sake [it will help heal your stomach sickness] and your often infirmities. Trophimus
have | left at Miletum sick.

*** Which Gospel? God's or Man's? ***

Back to &€ceJmana€™sa€e- insightful statement: &€ceNo faith standsa€; until we figure out why
the signs and wonders are missing. Something is wrong.a€e
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Jesus told us to a€cego into the whole world, and preach the gospel to everyone. He that believes
and is baptized shall be saved; but he that does not believe shall be damned. And these signs
shall follow them that believe; in my name they shall cast out devils; they shall speak with new
tongues; they shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they
shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.

And they went forth, and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them, and confirming The
Word with signs following. Amen.a€e

The answer is clear when you understand what Jesus said He would confirm with signs following.

Jesus promised to confirm only one thing with signs following: a€ceThe Gospel according to
Goda€™s Wordage.

If there are no signs, it is because we are preaching a different Gospel; not the Gospel according
to Goda€™s Word!

The a€cefaith messageéa€- is a false gospel.
The Biblical word gospel means: a good message.
(G2098 euaggelion From the same as G2097; a good message, that is, the gospel: - gospel.

The a€ocegospela€s is the foundational message upon which all of your beliefs rest.

The "gospela€- is the message of salvation by grace through the sacrifice of Jesus which restores
us to a right standing with God.

The "gospela€- is the message that we tell everyone as we evangelize the world in obedience to
Jesus who commanded us to:

Go into all the world, and preach the good message of salvation through Jesusa€™ death on the
cross, to every creature.

He that is persuaded by the good message, and believes the good message, and is baptized shall
be saved;

but he that does not believe [The gospel/good message] shall be damned.

If you believe a false gospel (your foundational message) you are not a Christian, because, there
is only one gospel.

| marvel that you are so soon removed from Him that called you into the grace of Christ unto
another gospel: which is really no gospel at all;

except there are certain people who trouble you, and wish to pervert the gospel of Christ.

But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we
have preached unto
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you, let him be accursed. As we said before, so say | now again, If any man preach any other
gospel unto you than

that you have received, let him be accursed. For do | now persuade men, or God? or do | seek to
please men? for if |

yet pleased men, | should not be the servant of Christ. But | declare to you, brethren, that the
gospel which was

preached of me is not made up by man.

As a Christian, | am only interested in what God means when He uses a word.

What does the word faith or sub-stance mean according to Goda€™s Word The Bible?

The words believe and faith are related to each other. They have similar meanings. (see above:
G4104, pistis; G3982, peitho; and G4100, pisteuo)

Except for Heb 10:23 (which is the word G1680, elpis; which means expectation or confidence)
every time the word &€cefaitha€e is used in the New Testament (regardless of which verse you are
using) it is the same word pistis, it means the same thing: persuasion, belief, trust and reliance in
God.

And sub-stance means: hupostasis: under (sub); and to stand (stance); a setting under (support)
or foundation.

The a€cefaitha€e of &€ceThe Faith Messagea€e. is based upon an incorrect English translation and
a misunderstanding of the definitions of two Greek words, pistis (faith) and hupostasis
(sub-stance).

And,

An unbiblical, foundational emphasis based on only four words: &€cefaith is the substanceéa€s:
Which is believed to mean: a€cefaith is a spiritual substancea€e, a€cea spiritual substance of
powerags.

The a€cefaith messageéa€e teaches faith as a work that we are responsible to produce for
ourselves, for our own salvation: Thy Faith Has Saved Thee! You must work out your own
salvation with fear and trembling!

The Biblical word &€cefaitha€es cannot be the foundation for a belief in a mystical, spiritual
substance of a€cepowera€e released by us when we truly &€cebelieved€e because: faith means
persuasion, belief, trust and reliance in God: and, sub-stance means foundation.

The a€cefaith messageéa€- is a false gospel designed by men, who &€ceusea€s Goda€™s Word
to teach unbiblical doctrines that seem correct/Biblical to those of us who are following them,
because, they a€ceusea€. the Bible to &€ceprovea€. their unorthodox teachings as
a€cechristianage.

These men apply a form of a€cebiblicala€s interpretation called eisegesis; which allows them to
interject their own personal ideas/beliefs/understanding into their &€ceinterpretationd€e of the
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bible; which they then present as a€cebiblicala€s by means of biblical &€ceproof-textinga€e. They
start by taking their own unbiblical doctrine(s) and then &€ceseek outa€e verses that say/prove
what they believe; providing a€ceproofa€e from the a€cetexta€e of the bible that it is
a€mbiblicala€.. This often requires that certain words, or even whole verses, be taken out of their
context, in order to be &€ceunderstooda€s as they need/wish them to be.

Take for instance the teaching that we alone are responsible to keep ourselves &€cesaveda€e;
which was (along with other verses) proof-texted with : &€ceYou must work out your own salvation
with fear and trembling.&€-.

Sounds right, it is what the Bible says. But, we were never told to read the second half of the
verse, which adds:

a€meBecause it is God who works in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.a€-

The balance provided by Goda€™s word, persuades us that we can believe Him and trust in Him
and rely on Him, to make sure that we not only desire to do His will; but, that God our Father, will
empower us, by His Grace, to actually do His will.

This one should be very familiar:

We were taught to be careful about the words that we speak, because, just like God, we have the
a€oepowera€e to a€cespeak things into beingé€e. And, because we have this &€cepowera€., we
must not make any a€cenegative confessionsa€e which can a€cesnareéd€e us, and cause us to not
receive whatever it is we are &€ceconfessing into beinga€e.

And the proof-text offered for this a€cebiblical trutha€s:

a€mYou are snared by the words of your mouth, you are taken by the words of your mouth.&€e
But when you look at the context of this verse, you find that, once again, it is only half of the
sentence; which in context actually reads:

a€m=My son, if you are surety for your friend [co-signer of his loan], if you have stricken your hand
with a stranger [given your word that you will do something],

You are snared by the words of your mouth, you are taken by the words of your mouth.a€e

This simply means that, if a friend asks you to be a co-signer of his loan; and you promise that
you will take on this obligation; or you promise to do something for a stranger:

Because a€oeyou gave your worda€e; you are obligated (&€cesnareda€) to keep your
word/promise. Because, as a follower of The God of The Bible, Who says regarding promises He
makes: &€oeGod is not a man, that He should lie; neither the son of man, that He should repent:
has He said, and shall He not do it? or has He spoken, and shall He not make it good?a€-: we are
also required to keep our word whenever we give it. Matthew 5:37

*** The Root of the "Faith Message" ***

| know that Hobart Freeman told us not to look into Kenyona€™s past or teachings; but, after | left
the &€cechurcha€e, | did.
| needed to find out what was wrong with what | believed.
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The a€cefaith messageéa€e, as it is currently believed/practiced, began with the teachings of a man
named E.W. Kenyon.

Kenneth Hagin plagiarized Kenyon's "faith message"; and he taught it to Hobart Freeman and all
the other "faith" teachers.

You may remember Tom Hamiltona€™s adage:
a€m=People say that what we teach sounds like &€cechristian sciencea€e! Ita€™s not
a€oechristian scienceag€e; itaé€E™s christian sense.a€e.

In 1892, E.W. Kenyon attended Emerson College, a a€aespirituala€e institution inundated with
metaphysical, cultic ideas and practices. Unitarianism, Metaphysics, New Thought, and Mary
Baker Eddya€™s a€cechristian sciencea€+ were some of the a€cespirituala€e influences
advocated and taught to students at this school.

Charles Mallory, a frequent guest lecturer at the college, said of Emerson College, This is a
school where the philosophy of life is taught. It ought to be called, &ceThe First Church of
Emerson.a€e

The college was named for its founder Charles Wesley Emerson, who was a believer in, and an
advocate of:

Unitarianism, Metaphysics, New Thought, Mary Baker Eddya€™s a€oechristian sciencea€e, and
Phineas P. Quimby (Eddya€™s mentor).

*** Believing/Following/Obeying God or Men ***

Jesus explains why people do not believe what He says:

You do not believe [what | say], because you are not of My sheep, as | said unto you. My sheep
hear My voice, and | know them, and they follow Me.

He that is of God hears, listens to, and obeys God's words: you therefore do not hear, listen to,
and obey them, because you are not of God.

This people honors me with their lips, but their heart is far from me.

But in vain do they worship me, for they teach man-made ideas as commands from God.

You ignore God's commandments, and you are holding on to the teachings that men have made
up.

And He said unto them, Full well you reject the commandment of God, so that you may keep your
own tradition.

Either we are following the teachings of men or we are following God according to His Word.
The following story illustrates the point:

Not long ago, my wife and | invited an &€ceassistant pastora€e (he held a job as a a€ocepastora€e
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for 25 years) from a local &€ceBaptista€s &€cechurcha€. to have him look into Goda€™s Word
with us to discuss the doctrines we hold as being Biblical i.e., clearly taught in the Bible. We
thought we would start with something easy, like marriage/divorce/and remarriage, or tongues.
We have often wondered how a Christian could possibly ignore the clear definition of adultery
given by Jesus in Matthew 19:3-12, and allow anyone to remarry; regardless of Jesusa€™ one
and only exception for remarriage; or annul the Biblical truth of &€cetonguesa€- as plainly taught
in 1Corinthians 14; | was hoping to dispel the misunderstanding about tongues, that comes from
not recognizing that God is speaking about three different &€cekindsa€e of tongues in this chapter.

| thought the best way to start was to have us read these verses together, and then talk about
them: simple enough?

Buta€,

As our friend started to &€cereada€- from his Bible, my wife and | tried to follow along with him but
couldna€™t. We were all using the King James Version; yet, not even one word that he
a€oereada€e from his Bible could be found in our King James Bibles. At first this caused much
confusion; where are the words that he is &€cereadinga€e from his bible? Why arena€™t those
words in our Bibles?

Then it dawned on us what was happening:

Instead of reading Goda€™s Word to guide us/teach us about tonguesa€] he was a€cereadinga€e
into his bible the &€ceBaptista€e doctrine of how a€cetonguesa€e had passed away and were no
longer necessary for the &€cechurcha€- during this time etc., etc., etc.

This not only astounded us, it became a valuable lesson, illustrating a serious problem endemic in
the &€cechurché&€e and in &€cechristiansags:

They cannot read, believe, understand, follow, or obey Goda€™s Word; because they only read,
believe, understand, follow and obey the doctrines of men.

This man was hoping to indoctrinate us into the &€ceBaptista€s a€oeteachinga€. about
a€oetonguesage.

What he did not know was that we are Jesusa€™ sheep, Christians, who know, believe and follow
God/Goda€™s Word. We cannot follow man&a€™s teachings.

Without knowing it, this &€oepastora€s became the a€ceposter-boya€s to illustrate exactly what is
wrong with the &€cechurcha€- at this point in time: when a€ocechristiansa€e a€cereada€s Goda€™s
Word, they can only hear what men told them to hear; they can only believe what men told them
to believe; they can only understand what men told them to understand.

This &€cepastora€e was incapable of even reading Goda€™s Word without interjecting mana€™s
interpretation/doctrines directly into the text of the Bible as he a€cereadsa€. it.

This is frightening! Imagine what it would be like to never again hear from God through His Word.
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To only believe and follow what men tell you to believe and follow? To be incapable of reading
Goda€™s Word without filtering it through mana€™s ideas/interpretation/doctrines/beliefs. To
always read Goda€™s Word with a veil over your heart and mind.

Their minds were blinded: for until this day remains the same veil not taken away in the reading of
Goda€™s Word; which veil is done away in Christ. But even unto this day, when Goda€™s Word
is read, the veil is upon their heart. Nevertheless when it shall turn to the Lord, the veil shall be
taken away. Matthew 13:9, 13-15

They teach man-made ideas as if they were the Word of God.

And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they did not receive
the love of the truth, that they might be saved. And for this cause God shall send them strong
delusion, that they should believe a lie: that they all might be damned who did not believe the
truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.

| believe Goda€™s people today are in the same position they were in when Jesus first came to
turn them back to God/Goda€™s Word: they didna€™t believe or even know the Word of God
anymore, because their a€cereligiousa€« a€celeadersa€e were teaching their own doctrines and
not The Word of God. Mark 1:22,27, 11:18, Luke 4:32,36, John 7:15-17, Matthew 7:28, 22:33, 2
Cor 2:17, Colossians 2:18-22 2Tim 4:1-4, Titus 1:9-16

In the Bible, Christians are those who believe, trust and follow Jesus the Messiah. The Jesus
revealed in Goda€™s Word.

Throughout my life | have met, and know of, many people who identify themselves as:
a€ceCatholicsa€e

a€ceJehovaha€™s Witnessa€™a€e

a€celLutheransa€e

a€ceRed Letter christiansa€e

a€m=Baptistsa€e

a€ceMethodistsa€e

a€ceMormonsa€e

a€ceCharismaticsa€e

a€ceOvercomersa€e

And they admit they are following:

The Pope/church

The Watchtower/Awake/prophets

Martin Luther/church

The Social gospel/socialist/communist/a€sreformersa€e
Baptist teachings?
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The Social gospel/socialist/‘communist/a€sreformersa€e

The Book of Mormon/Joseph Smith/Brigham Young/prophets

Anointed teachers/apostles/prophets/the Holy Spirit/the still small inner voice/personal
revelations/a€srevelation knowledgea<€e

The Faith Message/anointed teachers/apostles/prophets/the Holy Spirit/the still small inner
voice/personal revelations/a€srevelation knowledgea€e

| once found someone online who had almost the exact/same testimony as mine, except, at the
end of my testimony,

| became a Christian, a follower of Jesus The Messiah.

And at the end of his testimony, he became a &€cechristianéd€s AND, a a€ceLutherana€e.

a€oechristiansa€e are unsaved a€cereligiousa€e people who are following men instead of following
Jesus through Goda€™s Word.

All the unbiblical beliefs that they hold to while disregarding the clear teaching of Goda€™s Word
to the contrary, are proof that they are following men and not God: Infant baptism,
a€meSacramentsa€e, the a€ceEucharista€e, the a€oeMassa€e, if you go to a€ocechurcha€e you are
a d€cechristiana€e, etc.

These are more beliefs, taught by men, which are not found anywhere in the New Testament:

a€mxePleading The Blood of Jesusage,

a€mxeBelieveing God Fora€e,

a€ceAnointeda€- teachers,

Only &€ceanointeda€. teachers can a€ceteacha€e Goda€™s Word,
a€mThe Fresh Bread from Heavena€«/a€ceThe New Word of Goda€e,
a€ceTouch not the Lorda€™s anointed!a€e.

Negative/positive a€ceconfessionsage,

We have the power to &€cespeak things into beinga€e, just like God,
Christians calling themselves &€ceThe End Time Army of Godag€e,
Christians calling themselves &€ceOvercomerséag€e,

Christians living a &€ceDeeper Lifeage,

a€meThe faith messageéa£€e i.e., faith is a Spiritual Power.

*** Return to God's Word The Bible ***

When | started my journey with Messiah Jesus, my wife, my two brothers and | used to sit around
with our Bibles open and talk about The Word of God. We used to discuss the Scriptures we had
read, and wonder at how great God is. Those days were a great time of fellowship with each other
around Goda€™s Word. But, those times of sharing Goda€™s Word ended when we joined
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a€cefaith assemblya€e and | lost Christian fellowship with my brothers.

My first love was Jesus/God's Word. | would read my Bible (ten chapters) every day and talk
about Jesus/Goda€™s Word with every person | met. Deut 6:6-7.

This is what | believe Jesus meant about us recognizing that we had forsaken our first love, to
remember where we were (spiritually) before we fell, and to stop going any farther in the wrong
direction and repent (turn around), and do the first works again. Rev 2:4-5

God &€cewoke me upa€- when | returned to my first love, about six years ago.

Now this is what | am holding on to: the salvation of my heart, soul, mind, body, and spirit by the
Grace of God, which is the power of God, to keep me saved, and to keep me safe with Him, now
and for all eternity.

| am persuaded by what God says to me in The Bible,

To believe what God says to me in The Bible,

To trust in God as my heavenly Father,

And to rely on my heavenly Father, to keep the promises, that He has persuaded me to believe.

If you continue in My word, then are you My disciples indeed; and you shall know the truth, and
the truth shall make you free.

If the Son therefore shall make you free, you shall be free indeed.

Set Free by Jesus: The Word of God.

His servant and yours

Tom

Please! Read my entire testimony a€ceHow | Met The God Of The Bible&€- in &€ceIntroductions
and Generala€e..

It will help you to understand why | cannot/will not follow or believe the teachings of men.

The foundation for all of my beliefs was, and always will be Goda€™s Word The Bible.

(Except for the six-year detour, when | followed/believed the faith message/Hobart Freeman.)

Please! Read and carefully consider this entire post before you bring up any questions.

Please! Look up the words a€cefaitha€es and a€cesubstanceé€s in a€oeStronga€™s Exhaustive
Concordance of the Biblea€+ before you bring up any questions.

Please! Leta€™s stay on one subject at a time.
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Please! Respond only to the main topic of this post which is:

The a€cefaith messageéa€- is a false gospel based upon man-made ideas about &€cefaitha€e
being a Spiritual Substance of Power.

The entire foundation for their false gospel stands upon two mistranslated words: faith (is the)
substance.

Which they falsely interpret as: faith is a Spiritual Substance, a Spiritual Substance of Power.
And so they misunderstand Heb 11:1 to say: Trust in My Own Spiritual Substance of Power is the
only way | can obtain everything | hope for,

my Own Spiritual Substance of Power stands in the place of things | am "believing God for" but
haven't yet seen.

But, Goda€™s Word says:

Persuasion in God's Word, belief in God, trust in God and reliance on God alone, is the foundation
of everything that | hope for,

persuasion in God's Word, belief in God, trust in God and reliance on God alone, is all the
evidence | need to believe | will see Him fulfill all of His promises.

Biblical faith means:
God reasons with us through His Word The Bible,

and through His Word He persuades us to believe what He says,
which causes us to trust in Him and to rely on Him alone to fulfill His promises.

Subject: Re: What is The Biblical Meaning of the Word Faith?
Posted by wishing34 on Tue, 28 May 2013 20:34:45 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Hi Tom,
Regarding apostles . . .
You said:

Christians have never been without Goda€™s apostles or prophets because God tells us:

We are of the household of God; and the household of God is built upon
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a€cethe foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner
stone.a€e.

...and more ...

| would add that Eph 4 says apolstles are part of the church just like pastors.
and that the New Testament pattern is that apostles were part of the normal church

Which is why | say something is wrong since we never have seen apostles.

| think | read you to say that lack of apostles is an indicator that a church
(which is, of course, the people) is false - meaning that real believers will
have apostles while non-believers (even if sincerely self deceived) will not.

You said:

The Church of God has never been without His apostles and prophets;

Goda€™s people never will be without apostles and prophets as long as we continue to listen
to/believe/obey Goda€™s Word The Bible.

It is religious man&a€™s a€cechurcha€- that is without Goda€™s apostles and prophets.

Any child of God can listen to/believe/obey any of Goda€™s true apostles and prophets any time
we desire; with complete confidence and assurance that we are hearing The Eternal Word of God
written for us at this present time: and this same Word will teach us throughout all of eternity.

The simple logic of what you say is neat and tidy. So let's just all join ourselves to
the churches where the apostles are. If we are self-deceived, false believers,
they can show us our errors. Better to find out now rather than later.

Many of us would have done this very thing except there are no apostles.
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Your words read as if there are apostles. How could you possibly have
known of these men for even one day and not told us?

Please let us know where there are apostles and invite us to "try them
whose say they are apostles."

Jman

Subject: Re: What is The Biblical Meaning of the Word Faith?
Posted by Gary on Wed, 29 May 2013 10:43:12 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Quote:Tom Wrote: | tried to show him the clear promises of Jesus that we have eternal life and
cannot lose it:
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It is possible to lose ones salvation. To go back into the world and partake of sin is the ticket to
lose it. If this is not so why are there so many admonitions in the Word to avoid certain things in
the world? Namely "sin"....

Quote:l left because | knew that | wasna€™t a very good a€ceOvercomerages.

This does not sound like a good reason to leave anything. Its like me saying, | left my job because
| could not build a house as good as the other guys on the jobsite. | know | am not as good a
carpenter as them.

Jesus accepts everyone at every level, if we have a heart to seek and obey.

2 Corinthians 10:12-13

12 For we dare not make ourselves of the number, or compare ourselves with some that
commend themselves: but they measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing themselves
among themselves, are not wise.

13 But we will not boast of things without our measure, but according to the measure of the rule
which God hath distributed to us, a measure to reach even unto you.

Anyway this is all water under the bridge, what took place twenty years ago proves nothing. What

matters is, Are we in right standing with the Lord today?

Today is the day of salvation what took place in the past is done and over with, we must all move
on into a new chapter in our lives.

Gary

Subject: Re: What is The Biblical Meaning of the Word Faith?
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Posted by A__Smoking_Flax on Wed, 29 May 2013 20:02:39 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

I'm sorry Jman, you seem to have missed my point:
God's true apostles are still here: the Word of God that they taught, is still here for us to read,
learn from and obey; in God's Word The Bible.

| suppose that if anyone has successfully completed, all the teachings of Paul, John, Peter, etc.
(by that | mean they are walking in perfection relating to everything that Jesus, through His
apostles, has admonished us to think, say and do) I could see why they might need to find "new
apostles.

As for myself, | am so far behind in following/obeying the written Word of God that | do not
personally see the need for any "new" apostles, or, "new" revelations.

God's Word is eternal; for all time and beyond; God's true apostles are still here for us as we
follow God through His Word The Bible.

All scripture is God-breathed, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness: that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly equipped unto all
good works.

Though...
This is not the main point of my post.
| think that we should try to take the false gospel of &€cethe faith messagea€s first.

The "faith message" is based upon wrong definitions of the words "faith” and "substance".
Therefore, the "faith message" is a false gospel.

We who have believed it were/are on the wrong track; we have been following men and not God.
This is why there are no signs ("signs" are not the main issue with God, see Luke 16:27-31,
besides, "signs" prove nothing, if you are not following Goda€™s Word). We are not preaching
the gospel according to God's Word The Bible.

Whatever the &€cefaitha€e teachers taught us (with few exceptions) is based upon the ideas of
men presented as "biblical/christian”, but they are not based upon the clear teaching of God's
Word The Bible.

Christians will see this because even though we followed these men for a time, we are Jesus'
sheep and we will always be brought back to Jesus. John 10:4-5,25-30
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Tom

Subject: Re: What is The Biblical Meaning of the Word Faith?
Posted by wishing34 on Wed, 29 May 2013 20:20:17 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Hi Tom
You said :

God's true apostles are still here: the Word of God that they taught, is still here for us to read,
learn from and obey; in God's Word The Bible.

thanks for responding. Now | know what you mean.

Jman

At the time of this post. . .

FA, the satellites, the spinoffs,and the FA diaspora have been having church
without apostles for 41 years and 149 days.
Initial start date 1/1/72

Recommended: No faith stands that strongly impact our (our children's) lives until we figure out
why the signs and wonders are missing. Something is wrong.
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Subject: Re: What is The Biblical Meaning of the Word Faith?
Posted by A Smoking_Flax on Thu, 30 May 2013 01:00:19 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Garyag€,
Let me take your second point first.

As a Christian carpenter, if my work is not up to snuff, | am obligated to leave; so as not to give a
bad witness to others.

| wasna€™t measuring myself against others:
What drove me to leave the &€cechurcha€s wasna€™t a concern about anyone else:

| was deeply concerned about my own imperfections, my own sin!
| was afraid of the effect my sin would have on our assembly being used of God for the
a€mxGreater Worksa€e ministry He was preparing them for.

| left for the benefit of the other &€oeOvercomersags.
| left to stop any hindrances to the a€oeassemblya€e that may have been due to my lack of
perfection.

The man who was our &€ceanointeda€e &€oepastora€. called me on the phone to ask me why |
had not been coming to the meetings. He actually had no idea why he was calling, or that we had
previously talked about my situation.

He was just giving me a a€cecourtesy calla€e; you know, something a a&€cepastora€e is required to
do every once in a while; to show people that he really cares.

Anyway: this &€ceanointeda€« a€oepastora€e agreed with my reasons for staying away, and he
encouraged me not to come back until | &€cegot things straightened outa€+ on my own.
Ironically, he had just recently a€cetaughta€e that anyone who feels that they should stay away
from the meetings/a€schurcha€e to get themselves a€cestraightened outa€e on their own, is not
doing the right thing.

He pointed out that we are required to stay the course and keep coming to the &€cechurcha€e
because that is the only way to a€oeget things straightened outa€e.

(Why he felt that this recent message did not apply to me, | cana€™t be sure; but, personally, |
don&€™t think that he liked me very much. | think he was glad to find a way to be rid of me &€”
apart from just telling me he didn&€™t want me in his &€cechurchéa€e.)

Now to your belief that you can lose your salvation:

All'l can say is, many people believe this man-made doctrine, but, | no longer believe men.
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Because, either | choose to believe what men say.
Or, | choose to believe Jesus. And:

| am persuaded by Goda€™s Word, to believe what He said, and to trust and rely on Jesus alone
who tells me, over and over again:
| already possess eternal life! John 5:24, 6:35,37,39,40,44,47,50,51,54,57,58, 10:27-29, 11:25-26

Jesus said referring to those who had been doing miracles in His name | NEVER knew you; you
were NEVER one of My sheep.

a€mx=My sheep hear My voice, and | KNOW them, and They follow Me: and | give to them eternal
life; and

They shall NEVER [no, not at all, not by ANY means] perish,

[The word &€cenevera€e- (in the Greek) is an emphatic double negative; there isna€™t any way at
all for His sheep to perish!]

Neither shall ANY PERSON take them out of My hand.a€- [| myself am a &€cepersona€s so this
promise includes me. | cannot perish myself!]

Every Work of God is Perfect, Complete, Lacking Nothing.

It is an insult to Goda€™s Intelligence, Mercy and Compassion to say He doesna€™t understand
that:

When it comes to our ability to obey God: we are our own worst enemies.

Goda€™s Perfect Work of Salvation would have to include saving us from our own unbelief, our
own faithlessness, our own wandering, our own disobedience,

our own sinfulness, our own wickednessa€; in other words:

Our sinful, hopeless, evil, SELVES! Romans 3:10-12, Jeremiah 4:22, Micah 7:2, Luke 18:19

If | were to believe what you say, that it is possible to lose your salvation.
| would have to believe that Jesus was lying, or, didna€™t know what He was talking about.

| am sorrya€,

When it comes to the clear teaching of Jesus saving me and giving me eternal lifed€”Jesus says,
that | already have eternal life: Jesus says, that | cannot lose it:

Jesus says, | shall never perish. | believe that Jesus is able to save me to the uttermost because |
came unto God by Him.

Why would I ignore the clear Words of Jesus promising to keep me saved forever?

And believe the ideas of men, who, if | believe what they say, it would mean that Jesus was lying
when He promised to save me for eternity?

For me the choice is clear:
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| am persuaded by God, to believe what He says, and to trust what He says, and to rely on what
He says in His Word The Bible.

| will believe and follow the Lord Jesus The Messiah!

| will never again believe/follow the made-up doctrines of men.

The Eternal Security of the Believer is too large a topic to go into here; besides:

The topic under discussion is:

The a€cefaith messageéa€- is based upon wrong definition of the words &€cefaithé€e and
a€cesubstanceage.

Therefore, the a€cefaith messagea<€- is a false gospel.

Tom

Subject: Re: What is The Biblical Meaning of the Word Faith?
Posted by wishing34 on Thu, 30 May 2013 04:19:45 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Tom,

Regarding your premise that it is impossible to loose
one's genuine salvation . . .

How do you deal with Heb 6:4-6 ?

Subject: Re: What is The Biblical Meaning of the Word Faith?
Posted by wishing34 on Thu, 30 May 2013 04:41:12 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Tom.
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There is so much you say regarding faith that | cannot boil
it down into clear concepts.

Could you please walk through a modern faith example of
a person asking God for a specific thing. Say, for example, they have
a sore throat, and they are going to ask for it to be healed.

Go ahead and leave out Heb 11:1

Please describe the person's application of Mk 11:24
(believe receive now and shall have it later).

Please be concise.

Maybe draw a contrast between what you are saying and how
you remember it was taught.

Thanks.

Jman

Subject: Re: What is The Biblical Meaning of the Word Faith?
Posted by Mark L on Thu, 30 May 2013 05:36:30 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

I'd like to respond to and discuss a number of the issues you brought up but it will have to wait for
the weekend.
See you then
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Subject: Re: What is The Biblical Meaning of the Word Faith?
Posted by Gary on Thu, 30 May 2013 11:00:16 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Tom,

| just went through the NT to see what did God say about faith and healing. This is just something
| wanted to do so | would have better understanding of what the Bible is saying and not so much
what | was taught it was saying.

Invariably | came away with the conclusion that Jesus is the one who was always bringing up a
persons faith in Him.

The NT says, when the Son of Man returns will He find faith.
You do not realize how many times | have looked to the Lord by faith that He always came
through for me. | have not come to some complete understanding of every aspect but | do know it

works.

Will share more later on your other responses, thanks for being patient on this matter here, must
contemplate all the subject matter.

GaryB

Subject: Re: What is The Biblical Meaning of the Word Faith?
Posted by Gary on Thu, 30 May 2013 11:13:26 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Tom,

One more quick note. | must say that if we live in gross sin, | cannot expect a Holy God just to
overlook some sin. Sin is an abomination to the Lord.

God sent His Son to the cross to make a way to forgive us of our sins and also to make a way
where we can live above sin and not be slaves to it.

If we sin we have an advocate with the Father who will cleanse us of sin if we repent and confess
it to Him.
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But to continue serving sin and trying to find some loop hole in the Bible to excuse it | do not think
this is something the Lord would support.

He is the one who made us free so we do not have to serve sin in our bodies.

If we shun sin and forsake it in our lives, then yes we will have the eternal state to look forward to,
and nothing will pluck us out of the hands of a Holy God.

Gary

Subject: Re: What is The Biblical Meaning of the Word Faith?
Posted by GWB on Thu, 30 May 2013 14:47:58 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

| have learned that faith works by going through grace, first.

Is this a part of what you are trying to convey?

Subject: Re: What is The Biblical Meaning of the Word Faith?
Posted by Mark L on Thu, 30 May 2013 16:31:24 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

| have taken a very quick look at your post here and really disagree with much of what you said.
You also ( with no criticism intended) don't seem to have a very solid grasp of the faith message
and what was actually taught.

Here is an example speaking of salvation . . .
Sounds right, it is what the Bible says. But, we were never told to read the second half of the

verse, which adds:
a€mxeBecause it is God who works in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.a€e
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The teaching was that as we persevere God preserves. There is an abundance of scripture
speaking to both sides of the issue. All you have done is quote all the vs that speak to God
preserving. Which he does. But there is also an obligation on us to hold fast to it. Much scripture
on that point.

You are confusing God's elective process which starts and ends in Gods own heart with the work
of salvation in this world. Gods preserves as we persevere. A two way street with both of us
involved. And as anyone who has gone through anything serious knows sometimes it is God
doing a whole lot of preserving

Also you seem to be confusing a lot of info from the "word of faith" people with the faith message.
And admittedly there is a lot of everlap. But even leaving aside that most of them teach JDS they
go far too far with their teaching on faith. | saw that with just a quick reading of your post here.

Also HEF did not teach sinless perfection in this life. He tauht there was a perfection attainable
here but it is mainly a perfection of maturity the fruits of the spirit and love. That is right in the
deeper life book.

If I have misrepresented your positions here | apologize. | have only had time to do a quick
reading.

Subject: Re: What is The Biblical Meaning of the Word Faith?
Posted by A__Smoking_Flax on Thu, 30 May 2013 22:38:33 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Pleasea€)
Before we go any furthera€)
We can discuss the various subjects in my post at a later date, | you wish.

But, for the present:
As a starting point, we need to establish which definition is true according to Goda€™s Word:

Is Biblical faith:

An actual, tangible, Spiritual Substance; a real Spiritual Power which is released by us through the
act of &€aebelievingage:

A Power that we are required to obtain for ourselves; to store it up; to strengthen it; so that we will
become a€cestrong in faitha€e.
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The same Spiritual Substance of Power that God used to make the universe:

Through [the spiritual substance of] faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word
of God.

We understand that it was through the spiritual substance of faith that God made everything by
speaking the Word of Faith.

Or,
Is Biblical faith:
Persuasion in what God says, which causes us to Believe God, and to Trust in God, and Rely on

God alone to fulfill His Promises?

Can we please first establish the Biblical definitions of the words a€cefaitha€e and
a€cesubstancea€s?

If you havend€™t done so; please look them up in &€aeStronga€™s Exhaustive Concordance of
The Bible&€e.

If I am wrong about the clear Biblical meaning of the Greek words pistis a€cefaitha€e and
hupostasis a€cesub-stancea€s:
Explain how I have misunderstood them.

If I am wrong about the clear Biblical meaning of the Greek words pistis a€cefaitha€e and
hupostasis a€cesub-stancea€s:

What do they actually mean, and where did you get your definitions?

| am only interested in what God means when He uses a Word: what do these Words mean
according to Goda€™s Word The Bible?

If faith means Persuasion, belief, trust and reliance on God, anda€} Sub-stance means

Foundation:

Then &€ceThe Faith Messagea€- is a false gospel, whose foundation is the man-made idea that
a€cefaith is a Spiritual Substance of Powerag€e.

This is the topic | would like to explore with you. Please leave the other topics for some later date.
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His servant and yours
Tom
P.S.

If you do not have a a€ceStronga€™sa€e., you can get one with the computer program
a€oee-Sworda€- at www.e-sword.com.

The program is free. You download it to your computer, So you can use it at any time, without
having to go online.

It comes with the King James Version of the Bible, and | think you can download several other
versions free as well.

But, | need to caution you about a few things relating to "e-Sword". The other versions of the
a€cebibled€. that come free are

NOT Bibles written by God for His children; instead, they are &€cebiblesa€e written by men for
men; containing mena€™s understanding,

and mena€™s ideas/beliefs. It also comes with &€cemena€™s commentariesa€e, and | have
found very few of them to be of any help at all.

| can only recommend the &€cecommentariesa€e of Wesley (John Wesleya€™s Explanatory
Notes),

Gill (John Gilla€™s Exposition of the Entire Bible),

and Henry (Matthew Henrya€™s Commentary on the Whole Bible).

| suggest that if you want to find his thoughts on any particular subject, you first use

MHCC (Matthew Henrya€™s Concise Commentary) which is his &€ceshortened/editeda€e version
of his commentary.

| must add this caveat;

| have found these three commentators helpful only on occasion, | have often found that what they
believe the passage is

saying is NOT what | believe the passage is saying. | do however find; that what | see in
Goda€™s Word is sometimes seen by

others as well. Even though | seek out confirmation or refutation of my exegesis, 1 still trust and
believe Goda€™s Word alone as

my final Authority.

Subject: Re: What is The Biblical Meaning of the Word Faith?
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Posted by wishing34 on Fri, 31 May 2013 04:10:06 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Tom,
Regarding faith . . .

| say faith is believe you receive when you pray. - comes from Mk 11:24

Definitions from the 1800's, 1900's, or 2000's are not proving anything. You
need to demonstrate the common word usage in the first century - the Bible
was written to normal people of that era not the 1800's.

If you want to remove Heb 11:1 (the substance idea ) then go ahead . . . for yourself.
You can still have a vibrant faith doctrine.
And if others believe faith is a spiritual substance it is not a "false gospel".

You can call it persuasion or anything you want as long as you
believe you receive when you pray = BRWP .

This BRWP faith is how people get saved and how they get other things from God.

Please communicate how your faith concept works if it is different than BRWP.
This will be the main point of discussions about what faith is.

Beyond that you seem to be debating the irresistible grace and perseverance of

the saints of Calvinism. This debate is never ending if someone wants to haggle

because it contrasts man's responsibility and freewill over against God's sovereignty,
predestination and election of the saints, and foreknowledge of all man's (free) choices. Pretty
heavy stuff.

This Calvanism debate is not worth doing in my opinion. "Strong" proof texts can be had
on both sides of the issue. In the end both sides of the debate are Biblically true even though they
seem contradictory to our limited minds.

If you do not want to address Heb 6:4-6 regarding loosing a genuine salvation then don't,
but you can convince no one of your ideas if they are manifestly contrary to Scripture.
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Jman

At the time of this post . . .

FA, the satellites, the spinoffs,and the FA diaspora have been having church
without apostles for 41 years and 150 days.
Initial start date 1/1/72

Recommended: No faith stands that strongly impact our (our children's) lives until we figure out
why the signs and wonders are missing. Something is wrong.

Subject: Re: What is The Biblical Meaning of the Word Faith?
Posted by Gary on Fri, 31 May 2013 13:05:20 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Quote: Tom wrote: Pleasea€]
Before we go any furthera€;
We can discuss the various subjects in my post at a later date, | you wish.

But, for the present:
As a starting point, we need to establish which definition is true according to Goda€™s Word:

| can understand your concern not to veer off of a topic.
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Here is my thinking on this, the Word of God is spiritually discerned and to be able to understand
what the Spirit of God is showing us, we must be walking in the Spirit.

If a person is involved in sin and has sin in their lives then they become blinded to the Word of
God, at that point we're only disputing over "words" and generally its something pulled out of
context.

Romans 6:13-15

| do think it is all tied in together and is relative, in this case because you are claiming that the faith
message is a false gospel.

Quote: Tom Wrote: | think that we should try to take the false gospel of &€cethe faith messagea€e
first.

Tom

For one thing the faith message is not a "Gospel". There are only four Gospels. The faith
message is something that Jesus mentions to each individual He came in contact with while
ministering. That is why "He said", you have little faith, no faith, great faith, your faith has made
you whole, etc. etc..

This message is within the Gospels.

Secondly the scripture you give in Hebrews 11:1 needs to be taken into context with all the
following verses which explain what God is trying to show about those with faith.

So | hope you can see and understand that sin blinded those in Israel from the things of God, and
it can blind a man today as well. This is why the Bible speaks against sin in a believers life.

This is my main concern here that any individual with admitted sin in their life can be blinded to
the simple truths found in the Bible. This is why | think we should address the whole subject
matter that you shared here.

1 Corinthians 2:14
But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to
him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.

Gary
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Subject: Re: What is The Biblical Meaning of the Word Faith?
Posted by james on Sat, 01 Jun 2013 18:00:04 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

A_Smoking_Flax wrote on Tue, 28 May 2013 01:28

Am | misunderstanding what is going on, or has the original post been deleted? By Tom?,
William?, or a moderator? How can the post be discussed if it can't be read(especially since it's so
long...after all, it took Tom months to write, and it's taken me days to go through it) Hope it's not a
case of someone being offended(taking their ball and going home.)

| have noticed that almost EVERYONE has logged on to read the post and yet only a few have
replied...My excuse,lol, is that my computer time is limited, so imagine my supprise today when |
logged in to find 15 comments. BTW: | don't know if Tom did this with everyone or not but | have
the entire post as a PM, if others do they can still go over the contents of the post.

While I've always thought there were mis-applications of the Biblical truth of FAITH (probably
always has been and always will be...myself included) and how to apply it to daily life, | am
"PERSUADED" that God's Word is true. And | believe not only in the "promises ", but | believe in
He who made the promises, God Himself.

Also, for those who enjoy debating with others, you can't be a very successful debater if you're
easily offended by someone taking an opposing viewpoint. If you're convienced you're 'right'
concerning the 'faith message' being false, then prove it. Again when one says 'faith message'
that doesn't always mean the same thing to every person. | believe the 'faith message' as taught
by those who also teach the 'prosperity message' today as seen usually on TBN, GodTV, The
Church Channel, ect. are teaching a false 'gospel/message’.

Though human logic will easily lead a person to 'like’ this 'gospel'...(remember, gospel means
good news) and the easy to follow directions of giving<sowing> X amout of money in order to get
X times 100 back is indeed 'good news' to those who are motivated by greed and self-centerness.
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Final thought, if true faith is present in our lives (faith that we've experienced personally through
relationship with God) we won't be afraid to discuss or examine what we believe.

Love to all...

Subject: Re: What is The Biblical Meaning of the Word Faith?
Posted by A_Smoking_Flax on Sat, 01 Jun 2013 21:05:57 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Gillyann,
| am Sorry that | took so long to answer you.

Yes, you are correct. If it wasn't for The Grace of God | wouldn't be saved, or able to understand
Him, believe Him, or obey Him.

Because by grace we are saved through persuasion, belief, trust and reliance in Him; and that is
not of ourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.

Now unto him that is able to keep us from falling, and to present us faultless before the presence
of His glory with exceeding joy, to the only wise God our Savior, be glory and majesty, dominion
and power, both now and forever. Amen.

His servant and yours

Tom

Subject: Re: What is The Biblical Meaning of the Word Faith?
Posted by Gary on Sun, 02 Jun 2013 10:29:45 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Quote: A_Smoking_Flax wrote on Tue, 28 May 2013 01:28
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Quote:James Wrote: Am | misunderstanding what is going on, or has the original post been
deleted? By Tom?, William?, or a moderator? How can the post be discussed if it can't be
read(especially since it's so long...after all, it took Tom months to write, and it's taken me days to
go through it) Hope it's not a case of someone being offended(taking