
Subject: The Proverbs:  Practicality in Everyday Life
Posted by sparkles on Tue, 27 Oct 2009 02:37:42 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

There is so much knowledge and common sense written in the Proverbs, and yet such profound
wisdom and depth, I thought it would be interesting to look at what God 
has to say to us.

Proverbs 1:1-6  "The proverbs of Solomon the son of David, king of Israel; 
2) To know wisdom and instruction; to perceive the words of understanding; 
3)  To receive the instruction of wisdom, justice, and judgment, and equity; 
4)  To give subtilty to the simple, to the young man knowledge and discretion. 
5)  A wise man will hear, and will increase learning; and a man of understanding shall attain unto
wise counsels:
6)  To understnd a proverb, and the interpretation; the words of the wise, and their dark saying."

Surely we want to know what wisdom and instruction God has for us, and we want to perceive the
words of understanding.  We pray to receive the instruction of wisdom, justice, judgement and
equity.

We all need to pray and ask God to show us the practical, everyday application of the proverbs
the Word gives us.  

Subject: Re: The Proverbs:  Practicality in Everyday Life
Posted by james on Tue, 27 Oct 2009 04:50:29 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

I've always been amazed by the wisdom God gave one man, Solomon, and how he passed that
on to others. Many places he addresses younger men by saying "my son", then instructing them
in the ways of wisdom. In I Kings 3, Solomon asked God for an understanding heart to judge the
children of Israel and to discern between good and bad; verse 9. And because Solomon didn't ask
for riches or a long life, God blessed him with both wisdom and riches and a long life. verse 12
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"Behold, I have done according to thy words: lo, I have given thee a wise and an understanding
heart; so that there was none like thee before thee, neither after thee shall any arise like unto
thee.

And I have also given thee that which thou hast not asked, both riches, and honour: so that there
shall not be any among the kings like unto thee all thy days."

The answers to almost all, if not all, ethical and practical day to day decisions we face today can
be found in Proverbs. Plus instruction on how to keep our additude right before God.
Such a wealth of learning, from simple statements that draw a parallel between watching how ants
prepare for winter, and the wisdom of people doing the same thing. How about the wise
observation that a merry heart doeth good like a medicine? What about the joy that comes when
we finally receive something that has been deferred, he describes it as 'a tree of life' in chapter 13
verse 12. How about the warning against the cunning ways of 'the strange woman' in chapters
5,6,7.

This has been my prayer for many years, to walk in the wisdom and understanding of not only
Proverbs, but the entire Word of God. I don't think it came to Solomon overnight, but that The Lord
revealed it to him as was needed. He says over in Ecclesiastes chapter 1 verse 17 that he gave
his heart to know wisdom and knowledge, but he also said that with much wisdom and knowledge
come much grief and sorrow, verse 18.

But we're so blessed, in that what it took him a lifetime to experience and learn, we have made
available to us now. But there's a huge difference between reading something, regardless of how
wise it is, and learning to apply it to everyday situations. It's like learning to live by faith, there's
head faith when we first read about or learn something God is teaching us about faith; then there's
faith in our hearts when we KNOW by living and walking in it and seeing the manifestations.  But
God is faithful, if we'll be faithful to hunger and thirst and seek His wisdom with our whole hearts.
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Subject: Re: The Proverbs:  Practicality in Everyday Life
Posted by sparkles on Thu, 29 Oct 2009 02:55:40 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

I agree James, the wisdom in Proverbs is amazing.  For probably every situation in life there is
wisdom in Proverbs to help. 

Prov. 1: 7-9  "The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge:  but fools despise wisdom and
instruction. 
8) My son, hear the instruction of they father, and forsake not the law of the mother: 
9) For they shall be an ornament of grace unto thy head, and chains about thy neck."

There is another verse that is frequently quoted:  
Psalm 111:10 "The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom:  a good understanding have all
they that do his commandments:  his praise endureth for ever."

There are many, many verses on fearing the Lord and learning to walk as He would have us.  Ps.
34:11 "Come, ye children, hearken unto me:  I will teach you the fear of the Lord."  

Seems like today there is a tremendous lack of fearing the Lord.  We hear how God is such a God
of love, that we don't need to be afraid of our Father in heaven, but yet if you would do a search
on the fear of the Lord you would come across many verses that command us to fear the Lord.    

Prov. 1:7 goes on to say the fools despise wisdom and instruction.  If that isn't what our society
looks like today!  Young people today despise the wisdom and instruction of older people, and
have very little respect for elders or parents.  

vs. 8 tells us to hear the instruction of thy father, and forsake not the law of thy mother.  If children
today would be taught by their fathers and mothers, the world and the church would be a much
better place.  I always say, the older I get the more right my mother and father become.  Why? 
Because they got smart all of a sudden?  No, because now I can understand what they meant and
what they were trying to do.  The children of today need to have Godly instructors and examples
of how to apply the proverbs to their lives, and at the same time the parents/grandparents need to
be walking and living in the light they have been given. 

Subject: Re: The Proverbs:  Practicality in Everyday Life
Posted by james on Thu, 29 Oct 2009 03:47:19 GMT
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View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Proverbs 22:6  "Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart
from it."

You're right in saying that children of today need Godly instructors, but really children of every
generation has needed this, from biblical times until now. And we all have traveled different roads
of life, and it does seem that the disrespect and distain for authority is rampant today in our youth;
but I don't think there ever has been a generation of rebelliousness among young people like the
generation I grew up in, the 60's.

I find myself being reminded quite often, when I'm thinking or saying something negative
concerning kids today, God can turn them to Him just like He did me. (And this isn't in any way a
correction or admonition of your observation, you're right...I just know a LOT about being a rebell
and disobedient to parents, and Jesus turned my life around.)

But I did have a Godly mother who taught me the Bible and instructed me in the ways of
righteousness, and though I disregarded it for 28 years...God's Word proved to be true unto her;
when I got 'older' I didn't depart from it. That seed planted came up at God's appointed time. If
there's anything we can be doing for todays youth, it would be praying, as you said, for them to
have Godly parents/grandparents sowing The Word into their lives. Many times when I'm sharing
with young folks, I have to tell them that I'm certainly no better than them, and everything I'm
telling them that's wrong and sinful, I have done myself. But if a person has to have lived a sinless
perfect life in order to share and teach others, then there wouldn't be any one to help them. 
Really sometimes when I think about how dumb something some kid is doing, saying, or acting
like; I just get a fresh appreciation for who God is and His power to transform a person. 

And speaking of wisdom, when I was a young man, I was indestructible and I knew
EVERYTHING; as I grew up in The Lord and got a few years on me, I became aware of just how
DEPENDENT I was on Him, and that I knew practically NOTHING. But now when The Holy Spirit
gives me wisdom in an area, I feel so humbled, knowing how arrogant and foolish I was without
Him. What a mighty God we serve!

Subject: Re: The Proverbs:  Practicality in Everyday Life
Posted by sparkles on Sat, 31 Oct 2009 15:11:59 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message
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Prov. 2:1-5  "My son, if you will receive my words, and hide my commandments with you;
2)So that you incline your ear unto wisdom, and apply you heart to understanding;
3)Yea, if you criest after knowledge, and lift up you voice for understanding; 
4)If you seek her as silver, and search for her as for hid treasures; 
5)Then shall you understand the fear of the Lord, and find the knowledge of God."

We have a tremendous promise in these verses, but there are things we must do to receive the
promise:  receive the words, hide the commandments, incline our ear, apply our heart, cry after
knowledge, lift up our voice, seek and search.

Then shall we understand the fear of the Lord, and find the knowledge of God. 

Prov. 4:20-22 "My son, attend to my words; incline thine ear unto my sayings. Let them not depart
from thine eyes; keep them in the midst of thine heart. For they are life unto those that find them,
and health to all their flesh."

The Lord has promised us that His words are life to us.  His words will preserve and guide us in
every situation in our lives.  In these last days we need to seek the Lord and study His Word with
much diligence, so we can understand the fear of the Lord and find the knowledge of God.  The
Lord has promised to give us wisdom and guidance, to lead us in the paths of righteousness.  

As I was reading on another christian site I was shocked and saddened to see the way so called
brothers treated each other.  Maybe because they weren't face to face, but just maybe because
they were not speaking the wisdom of God, or had knowledge of God's ways.  I guess they did not
know what manner of spirit they were presenting and speaking by.  Some would call it
discernment and standing up for the faith, but it was nothing more than pride and arrogance, and
self righteousness.  The more
they "rebuked" others, the more they gave in to the flesh(at the very least, if not spirits of
wickedness.)  And before anyone think it is  a particular site, I have visited various sites, but it
seems like the same condescending, critical spirit on many of them.  God help us to minister
grace to the hearers and not bite and devour one another, and be consumed one of another. 
Pride is a hard thing to give up, but we must, if we desire to be like Jesus and walk in the fear of
the Lord and have the knowledge of God.  Just because someone can quote scripture does not
mean he walks in the everyday application of the Word of God.  

Subject: Re: The Proverbs:  Practicality in Everyday Life
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Posted by james on Sat, 07 Nov 2009 19:20:27 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Sage wrote:

 "Just because someone can quote scripture does not mean he walks in the everyday application
of the Word of God."

How true that is, sister. Just turn the TV to the 'christian' stations, you'll get person after person
quoting The Word and twisting it for monetary gain. I thought I'd seen it all on TBN during their
'Bi-annual Beg-athon'; but I was watching a guy on another 'inspirational' station who was telling
people if they'd send in $900, that God would take all their past financial failures and turn them
into a financial harvest a 100-fold. And how's this? not only is he robbing people of their money,
he's advising them that God wants them to put it on a 'credit card'...talking about bondage. He had
a guy over in Jerusalem going to pray for their 'harvest seed' at a set time. He was using a clock
and showing the number of phone lines that we open, urging people to fill the phone lines with
$900 vows unto God(just make sure to send the money to him)But he was working scripture into
his tears and begging. He even went so far as to try to place a burden of guilt on those watching
by saying, that if God didn't tell you to get up and go to the phone and pledge, then don't...but that
would just prove that you weren't part of those God had chosen to bless.

 These men are fleecing the undiscerning flock and have no shame, I fear for them on judgement
day. 

Subject: Re: The Proverbs:  Practicality in Everyday Life
Posted by sparkles on Sun, 08 Nov 2009 18:51:26 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

With what you shared James makes a person wonder how any of these thieves can even be
saved, but maybe that is part of the problem with them, they aren't.  Wolves in sheep clothing. 
Deceivers who are used of the devil.  They are nothing but liars and cheats who will one day face
a Holy, Righteous God where they will have to give an account of what they have done.  

Why do people follow and give to such people?  I think a few reasons are fear, greediness, hope
and desperation.  
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There will always be some who will see this as a way to get money from a god who is like Santa.
Greed motivaties them to give to such people where the return on their money is better than
investing in stock market(especially today.) They put their request in, throw in some seeds and
watch the return.  Or maybe they see it as the lottery, where they can buy a ticket and get rich
quick, but I think these kind are in the minority.

Fear also motivates them.  They are afraid of the future, or afraid they are disappointing God by
not supporting and obeying his ministers.  There is no faith on their side to trust God to supply all
their needs, and know that their heavenly Father is well able to take care of them:  now and in the
future.

Some also have hope that it will work.  Their situation seems so hopeless that these deceivers
promise them money and a return on their investment to help them in their present situation. 
Theses liars promise them something they are not able to fulfill, therefore when what they have
invested in does not happen it dashes their little bit of hope they had, while the deceivers go live a
lavish lifestyle in mansions, multiple expensive cars, servants, jets, vacations anywhere in the
world. 

And one other reason is desperation.  Seems like nothing else has worked and they are grabbing
at anything that could possible work, even giving up their lifes savings or going in more debt using
a credit card.  Desperation is a horrible place to be, but if we allow it, it can be used to drive us to
Jesus Christ and His Word, as that is the only answer.  

Proverbs 3: 5-6  "Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. 
In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths."

Subject: Re: The Proverbs:  Practicality in Everyday Life
Posted by james on Sun, 08 Nov 2009 19:59:48 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Those are probably the main reasons that people follow and obey these charlatans. Guilt and
greed will capture most who aren't grounded in the Word or have wrong motives for giving. The
'inspirational' station was calling their fund raising SHOW, 'Camp Meeting' and the 'star' of the
show is Mike Murdock.(one of the major players in 'seed' and 'give to get' false teachings, he's
written many books on this subject) He is charismatic enough and sprinkles in scripture often
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enough, to draw people in; people like you said who were desperate or greedy, but also God
fearing people who get sucked into Murdocks(and on TBN they're doing the same thing and
calling it a 'Praise-A-Thon' and Benny Hinn is the 'star' on that network.) 

I just stare in amazement at the brazen way they'll get right up in the camera with tears flowing
down their faces and voices breaking, and beg for people to give their retirement funds, social
security checks, and hardearned paychecks, to them,(and encouraging those who didn't have
$900 to give, to put it on their credit card, is not only WRONG, it's terrible advice being given by a
man, Murdock, who is know in christian circles as a financial guru)  promising that God told them
to tell the people that He was going to take that 'seed' and multiply it into riches for them. That, to
not give them money, was tantamount to disobeying God, and thus brings a curse of poverty upon
themselves and their families.

 I don't know these guys hearts, maybe they really believe they're doing God's work, that's giving
them the benefit of the doubt, but either way, it's all works of man.(that's not to say that a person
can't be saved by hearing The Word when spoken by these men and women, The Word has
power to save even if spoken by an infidel, if the hearer will receive it as The Word of God)
There's a lot of focus being placed on the immorality in our nation, abortion, and
homosexuality(and it's certainly true, America has become a nation without morals) BUT, what
has crept into Christianity and the 'church' and is readily accepted, is even worse(imo) They are
bringing reproach upon the Name of our Lord JESUS CHRIST, God help them... 

Subject: Re: The Proverbs:  Practicality in Everyday Life
Posted by james on Sun, 15 Nov 2009 20:14:31 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

"My son, attend to my words; incline thine ear unto my sayings.

Let them not depart from thine eyes; keep them in the midst of thine heart.

For they are life unto those that find them, and health to all their flesh.

Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life." Proverbs 4:20-23

God says that His Words are life unto us, to keep them in the midst of our hearts. He goes on to
instruct us that we must keep our hearts with ALL DILIGENCE for the very issues of life come out
of our hearts. Why is it so important to guard our hearts and minds? Because that's where the
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battlefield is, Satan attacks our minds and hearts with temptations to think impure thoughts,
become angry, become discouraged, bitter, prideful, to speak evil of others; it all starts in the
mind. The devil know that if he can defeat a Christian mentally, then he has a stronghold that will
allow him to control that person in all areas of their lives.  How do we OVERCOME him? By The
Blood of The Lamb and by the word of our testimony; also by taking heed to guard our thoughts,
to allow God's Word to transform our minds by meditating on it both day and night. 

How diligent should we be, how important is it to obey? Our health depends upon it; our very life
depends on it; our defense against the attacks of Satan is the sword of The Spirit, which is The
Word of God. We can't very well fight if we aren't equipted with that sword, The Word... it has to
be in us to come out of us. Remember how Jesus dealt with Satan? He quoted The Word, saying
'It is written'...He must flee when we resist, but we can't resist if we aren't grounded in The Word
and know our place of authority in that Word. 

All diligence! 

Subject: Re: The Proverbs:  Practicality in Everyday Life
Posted by james on Fri, 11 Dec 2009 19:49:04 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

"There is a way which seemeth right unto a man,

but the end thereof are the ways of death." Proverbs 14:12

We understand this scripture when applying it to the unregenerate world, but what about
Christians who have set aside God's Word as the standard by which they live and have decided
that they can obey God based on what 'seemeth right to them'? Will their end results in death or
loss of salvation? Is there a place a person can come to in their christian walk where they can just
say, 'well, this is NOT the unpardonable sin', and go ahead and do it or advise others to? Why
would someone do this, is it a 'catholic mentality', where people willfully sin(after all, it's not the
unpardonable sin, so therefore God surely will forgive me) then ask forgiveness over and over. Or
is it just selfrighteousness, where people believe they have 'grown' beyond what they were taught
and now in re-examining those teaching, determine(through the reasoning of their own minds) that
that which they had embraced with joy, they now find as legalistic and narrow. 

There is a WAY, that seemeth right, I mean everybody else is doing it, surely we are 'free' to walk
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as we see fit(after all we ARE christians and Jesus set us free). After all, it 'seems' right to
celebrate the birth of Jesus; it 'seems' right to celebrate His resurrection; it 'seems' right to defend
your family; it 'seems' right to try to make social changes through political activism; it 'seems' right
to go to the doctor for healing(after all, didn't God give them all that wisdom and knowledge to
bring glory to Him?); it 'seems' right for a woman to be able to...pastor and control churches, do as
she wills with her own body(birth control,abortion), dress as she pleases; it 'seems' right to borrow
money, after all, the whole world does it; it 'seems' right to rant and rail against those in authority, I
mean, we are American citizens and it is our RIGHT!; it 'seems' right to allow two people who love
each other to marry, even if they are of the same sex; it 'seems' right to believe that we aren't the
only ones with the truth, and that there are many ways to heaven and it's too exclusive and
divisive to think that God would only allow it to be through Jesus;...

YET, God's Word says and teaches that all these issues/traditions/choices, are NOT what God
says is RIGHT. They only seemeth 'right' unto MAN. 

And the end thereof is death.

It comes down to BELIEVING God's Word..."For ever, O Lord, Thy Word is settled in heaven."
Ps.119:89

And that It's not not up for personal interpretation, only obedience.

Subject: Re: The Proverbs:  Practicality in Everyday Life
Posted by james on Sun, 27 Dec 2009 20:03:22 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Proverbs 8...

Proverbs 8 is a revelation of God and the Wisdom of God.(which are one) Just to begin
understanding that His Word,(logos) was from the beginning and was with God, and The Word
was God(V23) (John 1:1) is a revelation. Throughout the chapter wisdom is speaking, which is the
voice of God Himself. V7 "For my mouth shall speak truth; and wickedness is an abomination to
my lips. v8 All the words of my mouth are in righteousness; there is nothing froward or perverse in
them. v9 They are all plain to him that understandeth, and right to them that find knowledge." 

 When we start receiving Godly wisdom, it is priceless. V11 "For wisdom is better than rubies; and
all the things that may be desired are not to be compared to it." How deep is that? NOTHING is
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comparable to the value of gaining The Wisdom of God.

Verses 22 through 31 shows how wisdom was present as the earth was formed, when the
heavens were prepared, 'Wisdom', was there,(verse 27).

In verses 32 through 35 we see wisdom speaking, yet it is God Himself speaking.

"Now therefore hearken unto me, O ye children: for blessed are they that keep my ways.

Hear instruction, and be wise, and refuse it not.

Blessed is the man that heareth me, watching daily at my gates, waiting at the posts of my doors.

For whoso findeth me findeth life, and shall obtain favour of the Lord."

May The Lord help us see the value and importance of getting  His Word in our hearts, and give
us an insatiable hunger for  Wisdom.  

Subject: Re: The Proverbs:  Practicality in Everyday Life
Posted by james on Wed, 21 Apr 2010 16:30:28 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Warning:  Things God hates...

"A naughty person, a wicked man, walketh with a froward mouth.

He winketh with his eyes, he speaketh with his feet, he teacheth with his fingers;

Frowardness is in his heart, he deviseth mischief continually; he soweth discord.

Therefore shall his calamity come suddenly; suddenly shall he be broken without remedy.

These six things doth the Lord hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto Him:
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A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood,

An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief,

A false witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among brethren."

~Proverbs 6:12-19

May God deliver and forgive anyone from allowing bitterness and vindicativeness 

to bring them to a place where they're doing something that God says He hates...

sowing discord among brethren, or having feet that are swift to run to mischief.

Subject: Re: The Proverbs:  Practicality in Everyday Life
Posted by jisamazed on Thu, 22 Apr 2010 23:13:33 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

James posted,
"May God deliver and forgive anyone from allowing bitterness and vindicativeness

to bring them to a place where they're doing something that God says He hates...

sowing discord among brethren, or having feet that are swift to run to mischief."

Good word, James.

Subject: Re: The Proverbs:  Practicality in Everyday Life
Posted by james on Fri, 24 Sep 2010 15:55:47 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Page 12 of 23 ---- Generated from Welcome to OO by FUDforum 2.7.3

http://overcomersonline.com/FUDforum2/index.php?t=usrinfo&id=174
http://overcomersonline.com/FUDforum2/index.php?t=rview&th=553&goto=7054#msg_7054
http://overcomersonline.com/FUDforum2/index.php?t=post&reply_to=7054
http://overcomersonline.com/FUDforum2/index.php?t=usrinfo&id=202
http://overcomersonline.com/FUDforum2/index.php?t=rview&th=553&goto=7366#msg_7366
http://overcomersonline.com/FUDforum2/index.php?t=post&reply_to=7366
http://overcomersonline.com/FUDforum2/index.php


The Scorner...or scoffer or mocker

The scorner is a proud and arrogant person who acts with overbearing pride and prejudice.

Proverbs 21:24 "Proud and haughty scorner is his name, who dealeth in proud wrath."

The scorner is beyond correction.

Proverbs 9:7-8 "He that reproveth a scorner getteth to himself shame: and he that rebuketh a
wicked man getteth himself a blot.

Reprove not a scorner, lest he hate thee: rebuke a wise man, and he will love thee."

Divine judgment and punishment await the scorner.

Proverbs 19:29 "Judgments are prepared for scorners, and stripes for the back of fools."

The scoffer, scorner, mocker is a negative influence on others.

Proverbs 22:10 "Cast out the scorner, and contention shall go out; yea, strife and reproach shall
cease."

Subject: Re: The Proverbs:  Practicality in Everyday Life
Posted by james on Fri, 18 Mar 2011 15:16:15 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Wisdom and Instructions for Healing and Health...

 Solomon is acknowledged as the wisest man to have ever lived, and the wisdom summed up in
Proverbs concerning healing and health doesn't anywhere mention doctors or drugs, but rather
obedience, humility, guarding our tongues, and a focus on God and His Word.  
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Proverbs 3:7-8

"Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the Lord, and depart from evil.

It shall be health to thy navel, and marrow to thy bones."

Proverbs 4:20-22

"My son, attend to my words; incline thine ear unto my sayings.

Let them not depart from thine eyes; keep them in the midst of thine heart.

For they are life unto those that find them, and health to all their flesh."

Proverbs 12:18

"...but the tongue of the wise is health."

Proverbs 15:4

"A wholesome tongue is a tree of life..."

Proverbs 17:22

"A merry heart doeth good like a medicine..."   

Subject: Re: The Proverbs:  Practicality in Everyday Life
Posted by Gary on Sat, 07 Nov 2015 13:10:48 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

james wrote on Fri, 18 March 2011 11&#58;16

Wisdom and Instructions for Healing and Health...
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 Solomon is acknowledged as the wisest man to have ever lived, and the wisdom summed up in
Proverbs concerning healing and health doesn't anywhere mention doctors or drugs, but rather
obedience, humility, guarding our tongues, and a focus on God and His Word.  

Proverbs 3:7-8

"Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the Lord, and depart from evil.

It shall be health to thy navel, and marrow to thy bones."

Proverbs 4:20-22

"My son, attend to my words; incline thine ear unto my sayings.

Let them not depart from thine eyes; keep them in the midst of thine heart.

For they are life unto those that find them, and health to all their flesh."

Proverbs 12:18

"...but the tongue of the wise is health."

Proverbs 15:4

"A wholesome tongue is a tree of life..."

Proverbs 17:22

"A merry heart doeth good like a medicine..."   
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I was reading in Proverbs and there are a number of scriptures that basically say the Lord will
extend our days on this earth as we seek Him and His ways and forsake evil. 

I do believe God gives health to His people as they put Him first, after all, if were forsaking
wickedness and dwelling in His presence, the Spirit of life it has a positive affect on the human
body. 

I'm not trying to make a science out of this but I have seen that many older Christians are fairing
much better, then someone who abuses their bodies with sin.

Subject: Re: The Proverbs:  Practicality in Everyday Life
Posted by Gary on Sat, 07 Nov 2015 13:20:43 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

There are times that it is best to remain silent when dealing with the wicked and not give them fuel
for the fire. 

Scoffer:
verb (used without object)
1.
to speak derisively; mock; jeer (often followed by at):
If you can't do any better, don't scoff. Their efforts toward a peaceful settlement are not to be
scoffed at.
verb (used with object)
2.
to mock at; deride.
noun
3.
an expression of mockery, derision, doubt, or derisive scorn; jeer.
4.
an object of mockery or derision.

I work with an individual that constantly derides peoples characters in front of others, the
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temptation is to tell him what you think, but if we look in proverbs we find it will not do any good to
rebuke this type of individual.

Quote:
Proverbs 9:7-9

7 
â€œHe who corrects a scoffer gets shame for himself,
And he who rebukes a wicked man only harms himself.
8 
Do not correct a scoffer, lest he hate you;
Rebuke a wise man, and he will love you.
9 
Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be still wiser;
Teach a just man, and he will increase in learning.

Who could not appreciate the Book of Proverbs.

Gary

Subject: Re: The Proverbs:  Practicality in Everyday Life
Posted by james on Sat, 07 Nov 2015 15:12:41 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

BOY! This thread set dormant for so long when I saw you had posted I thought it was a new
thread, but while I was logging in I thought to myself 'that title sounds familiar'. :)  

The next revelation I observed was that Sue has changed her 'online name' to sparkles...and I
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didn't even notice until today.

As I reread the thread I am reminded of something I've been thinking about concerning Solomon
and how his life was at the end of his days. My daily Bible reading has me almost through Psalms
and I'll be in Proverbs in about a week. But what has been on my mind is how Solomon was given
such wisdom from God and yet as he became a 'senior citizen' he allowed the influence of his
many wives to draw him into idolatry. It reminds me to be diligent in that just because we've been
given wisdom and instruction (from The Word by The Spirit) if we don't continue in it then we could
fall into the same trap.(not having a thousand wives, but Satan has plenty of snares designed for
people today that lead to idolatry...truth is it only takes one)

Without sounding judgmental, I think from reading the text concerning Solomon one could
conclude that even though he was known as the wisest man ever, it appears that he made some
very 'dumb' decisions. Honestly, it sounds like what many Christians wind up doing. I know I've
made choices that sure didn't reflect the wisdom I've been given. Another reason followers of The
Lord should be diligent to study both the OT  as well as NT, these things were written for our
examples...to learn from and avoid the pitfalls.

Yep! It's an everyday walk, applying what we're given is the key...again it's back to the crux  of
Jesus' teachings...be ye doers and not hears only....deceiving yourselves...wisdom is given so
that we won't do that, deceive ourselves.

Subject: Re: The Proverbs:  Practicality in Everyday Life
Posted by Gary on Sun, 08 Nov 2015 21:32:36 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Quote:
BOY! This thread set dormant for so long when I saw you had posted I thought it was a new
thread, but while I was logging in I thought to myself 'that title sounds familiar'.

Yes, October 2009, 6 years old, time does fly.  

I was thinking a post on Proverbs would be interesting, then I ran across this one, I don't know if I
paid attention to it before.
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There are some real gems in Proverbs.

Gary

Subject: Re: The Proverbs:  Practicality in Everyday Life
Posted by Mark L on Sat, 21 Nov 2015 00:39:50 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Proverbs has got to be my favourite book in the bible. I took a serious look at it years back when
the Lord really started dealing with me about my life. He knocked right off my feet (figuratively)
and put me in a place where my attention was completely on him. I started spending serious time
studying this book. 

Probably my favourite vs in the bible is Prov.1/23. Whoso hearkens unto me shall dwell safely and
be quiet from the fear of evil. 
 It just speaks so directly to the heart. 

I found that rather than a book filled with bits and pcs and odds and sods that there were a
number of themes that ran through the book. I'm going to list a few with my comments.

1. Wisdom â€“ just a constant admonition to get it use it live it pay attention to it as its given here.
Its contrasted with foolishness in the companion book of Ecclesiastes (where the whole book
deals with wisdom). AS Solomon began to study wisdom he saw   . . .  
â€œThen I saw that wisdom excelleth folly as light excelleth darkness.â€• 
It gives the benefits of getting it & the results in ones life & the characteristics of a man who has it
etc.

2. Righteousness â€“ the benefits of it & the results both individual and national

3. Health â€“ how to be healthy. Lots here. One is eat honey! Its good for you. But not too much or
you will get sick.  Another one is 13/12
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Desire realized is a tree of life
If you genuinely desire something you need to ask the Lord for it. Seeing it come to pass has a
huge healthy beneficial affect on our life. 

4. The sluggard or lazy man. Solomon had no use for him. In Chronicles he saw a man who was
diligent and made him a chief overseer.  

5. Wickedness -  characteristics and the results. Both individual and national.

6. Dealing with the mouth. Causes & effects & results. Big problem for most people. According to
James -I mean the one in the NT :)  - even the most spiritual people need to keep a handle on it. 

7. Fools -  the book is filled with discussion about this. Characteristics especially. In one place he
says if you see a fool coming just go the other way. If anyone here thinks they're getting to the
point where they're ready for the rapture just study Prov on the fool. Then you'll be in position to
come back and join the rest of us. :) 
Some would call studying the fool here an exercise in futility. Others may say only masochists
want their toes stomped all over. Me? I just swallow hard and move gamely on. 

8. Fornication and adultery. Dealt with very seriously here. This is such a huge problem for men.
Especially in these internet days. There are significant portions of this book dealing with this. 

2 vs I want to point out.

7/26 She has cast down many wounded; yea, many strong men have been slain by her.
Along with 1 cor.6/18 the solution is to flee. Men aren't usually strong enough to fight it. Just get
out like Joseph did. 

And 

2/19 None who go to her return again, Neither take they hold of the paths of life.
This is one of the most serious vs in the whole bible. If anyone reading this  . . .

 if you committed adultery while married and a christian then you are under a very serious curse.
Maybe this is the reason you haven't been able to lay hold of your christian life like you want to. Or
overcome like you want to. 

None who go to her return again    Here is the seriousness of this curse. Committed adultery and
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still walking with Lord? Maybe it just hasn't shown up in your life yet. If this fits anyone reading this
you had better take it very seriously. You might just end up outside the kingdom.

We know that Jesus said there is no sin that can't be forgiven. The issue is one like this is under a
curse. Repentance isn't so much the issue as is dealing with the curse. 

9. Women  -  it is interesting the amount of material here on women. They are contrasted in types
of wisdom and foolishness. A whole chap deals with a godly righteous women chap 31. 

A bit off topic here but there is so much back and forth in the world and the church today about
women. I mean Paul hated women right? (I feel stupid even repeating that) Well I'd like to say that
both Paul and Jesus were sure friends with lots of them. There are whole sections of Isaiah
written in the feminine. Also have you ever noticed that while man was a special creation in
Gen1-2. So was the women. A completely separate creation. Something Jesus attended to
personally just like the man. I think there  was some time that passed before Eve even knew there
was a man. All she saw was Jesus.   

 In light of the strong admonitions to men concerning adultery I'd like to point out one vs about
women on the subject.  
6/26 The adulteress will hunt for the precious life.
This vs speaks to something very deep in the heart of a women. 

Subject: Re: The Proverbs:  Practicality in Everyday Life
Posted by Gary on Sat, 21 Nov 2015 13:02:29 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Very well put, when I opened my Bible this morning my eyes fell on some passages in Proverbs. I
had read them before but then I thought I would try to memorize them when I seen them this
morning. 

You mentioned the internet, but actually its all the electronic media whether its the radio, tv,
internet, wifi, cell phones you name it. 

I hate using the word tv because some have visions of legalism popping in their minds, but lets
face it, there's a lot of fleshly pictures being flashed into peoples minds. I'm not writing this to say
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to anybody to get rid of it but to recognize there is a lot of fleshly wickedness being portrayed on it.
Everybody has to make their own decision on what to do with it.

I was recently thinking about writing something concerning my new kindle that I purchased, but
never got around to it.  I was very aggravated with it because when I typed in "Free Christian
Books", I noticed that every 30 books or so it would advertise a sensual vulgar erotic book with
some fleshly picture on the front of it. Is this necessary to put this literature in the Christian
section? Teenagers can see this as well when their looking for books to read? 

I told my wife, why do they "Amazon", have this mixed in with the Christian book section. I tried to
find a place where you could block certain types of literature but its not available at least I have
yet to find it. 

Jesus said; that even looking at a woman or man and lusting after them that you are committing
adultery at least in your mind. I had a Christian friend who left his wife over a young woman and
now he has been divorced seven or eight times and does not see he has a problem, he did admit,
he has a ongoing situation with looking at porno but just shrugged it off as not a big deal. 

Anyway did not want to get off on a rant here, but it needs to be considered because as you say
men are prone to the flesh. Jesus said, the spirit is willing but the flesh is weak. Guarding our eye
gate, and ear gate, which feeds the mind, is all through Proverbs. 

The scriptures I read this morning, I will highlight certain passages that I thought were great are:

Quote:
20 
My son, give attention to my words;
Incline your ear to my sayings.
21 
Do not let them depart from your eyes;
Keep them in the midst of your heart;
22 
For they are life to those who find them,
And health to all their flesh.
23 
Keep your heart with all diligence,
For out of it spring the issues of life.
24 
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Put away from you a deceitful mouth,
And put perverse lips far from you.
25 
Let your eyes look straight ahead,
And your eyelids look right before you.
26 
Ponder the path of your feet,
And let all your ways be established.
27 
Do not turn to the right or the left;
Remove your foot from evil. 

The "word of God" is "health" to all our flesh if we can believe it, but its in those who seek wisdom
as you stated in your post. Were told to remove our feet from the path of evil. 

Its interesting that the man who wrote much of Proverbs was said to be the wisest man on the
Earth, who one day fell victim to following his flesh with all his wives and their false gods.

Gary
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