
Subject: Signs & Wonders Confirming the Word
Posted by william on Thu, 13 Jul 2006 12:46:25 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Ok, here is my theory which seems to be somewhat contravened by Hombre's note--He said:

Quote:
As I have mentioned earlier, my GF goes to a non-denominational
church. They do not preach divine healing specifically. They haven't heard a small percentage of
what we have. Yet healings and deliverances occur there sporadically. The latest is about an
unsaved fellow, who was quite the druggie, sharing needles and the like. He was diagnosed with
AIDS. He came in several Sundays ago, and asked for prayer for salvation.  They also laid their
hands on him, and he said he felt something go through his body. The next Sunday, he witnessed
that he had been back to the doctor, and that upon examination, he was told that he no longer had
AIDS...and that perhaps the blood tests had been mixed up previously.

Yes...all very logical.

...anyway....there is more to the healing issue than gritting ones teeth, and the continued healing
manifestations of those who know practically nothing theologically ( can you say Peter? )
demonstrate that.

For the past few days I've been considering the lack of signs and wonders in our modern-day
churches.

My premise can be summed up in the observation that there is very little supernatural in our
churches, which is in direct contrast to what we see in the early church.

After thinking about this, I had concluded that God would be working against Himself by working
supernaturally in a church that didn't line itself up with the Bible, particularly the New Testament
pattern.

Sure, you see "some" supernatural taking place, but it is usually through individuals who are not
associated with any particular church.  My thinking is that God still moves on behalf of His people,
those who exercise faith in His promises, by healing and provision, because He promises to take
care of His children in this manner.  We don't (usually) see Him moving on behalf of a group of
people (say-- a church) because in doing so He would be "confirming" those things that the
church stands for, and to my mind, He isn't going to lend His stamp of approval unless that
church, as a whole, was following after His established pattern.

I'm leaving out, for the sake of discussion, those churches where the supernatural seems to be
more or less present, yet who are blatantly not following after the biblical pattern.  These churches
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(in my opinion) who do not pattern themselves after biblical principles, yet experience the
supernatural gifts, are suspect in my view, because I know that there are two sources of the
supernatural.  The Bible talks about false signs and wonders, especially present in the end-times,
that will be used by Satan and his followers to deceive.

For God to make a distinction between His own supernatural workings and the workings of Satan,
He (to my mind) would not move supernaturally in an environment where His own Word was not
being followed.  Signs were given to "confirm the Word", so when the Word isn't being preached
and signs are manifest, I am automatically suspicious.

This is not to say that God does not heal and deliver on the basis of an individual's faith, but I
don't think He does it if it will lend credence to a particular church.  At least that is the theory.

Thoughts anyone?

William

Subject: Re: Signs & Wonders Confirming the Word
Posted by william on Mon, 27 Nov 2006 16:45:34 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Quote:I believe that is the case, also, and I offer the following with the presumption that what we
are talking about, is/are not those who pervert the Word of God consciously.

Negligence, would be another issue entirely, and I would presume it to be a matter of degrees.

I hadn't thought about it from the perspective that the naive might be an exception, but that does
explain those baffling situations we sometimes run across.

I've mp3'd the Preaching from the Prophet series (with the exception of 2 tapes that I haven't been
able to find yet), and in doing so I listened to the one on Speckled Birds from Jer 12:9.  It's about
having a chicken heart instead of an eagle's heart.  Very good message.

I've spent the last week with my mom in the hospital, hence the delay in responding.  She is doing
much better now, praise the Lord!

William
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Subject: Re: Signs & Wonders Confirming the Word
Posted by william on Tue, 28 Nov 2006 05:19:41 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Preaching from the Prophets was a series he did from Jeremiah... there are 21 messages in the
series and I have 19.  I'll burn you a cd and send what I have.

Love your new tag line!  <grin>

William

Subject: Re: Signs & Wonders Confirming the Word
Posted by william on Tue, 28 Nov 2006 16:47:16 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Interesting insight on the great commission... and, as usual, exactly right.

Speaking of Healed... did I ever tell you that I believe that I heard him on one of the tapes?  I think
they finally got the little bugger to shut up his whining by taking him to the cry room, but it was
pretty annoying for a few minutes. <grin>

A couple of months ago I attended a meeting where they showed a DVD on intelligent design.  A
bunch of prominent scientists had completely forsaken the Darwinian doctrine of evolution, and
while they didn't pronounce God as the "first cause" they certainly proved that something very
intelligent created those first "irreducible building blocks" of life.

William
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