
Subject: Long Term Trials
Posted by Mark L on Sun, 30 Apr 2017 01:36:58 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

I put this up a while ago but because of someones private comments I took it down and thought it
over. I still think it needs to be said though. There is no point in deceiving or fooling yourself. 

Subject: Re: Long Term Trials
Posted by Mark L on Sun, 30 Apr 2017 01:37:14 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Long Trials

I am aware of several people that embrace the faith message that are going through severe long
term trials and I have some thoughts on that. 

Let me say first that faith is designed by God to get us an answer. It is not designed to get us a
trial. When there is faith in your heart you know it. Its part of your life and you are aware it is there.
That doesn't mean every time you pray you see it or in a trial you're aware of it. But in your life
generally you are aware it is there. If its faith you know it. You've seen it operating in some way.
Faith is not blind in the sense that you have no awareness of it in your life. 

Generally speaking if you or someone close to you is in a severe physical trial long term and
nothing is happening then something is wrong. I talking here about strokes heart attacks etc. 

Lets look at HEF's last heart attack. After it happened he was very weak. Even had to be helped
into the pulpit. The point though is that he didn't stay that way. It was a very severe trial and took
some months to get better but the point was he did get better. That is what is supposed to
happen. That is the normal state of affairs. Getting better!

Incidentally I am of the opinion that the heart attack was satanists probably out of Kentucky that
did it. I think they threw everything they had at him and he defeated them with his faith. Without
going too much detail they used their witchcraft and called something very big up out of the pit
and sent it against him. They must have been absolutely astounded when he defeated it with his
faith. 

If you or someone close to you is in a severe physical trial and nothing is happening then
something is wrong. Yes the book of Job is in the bible but that trial came to a man who was very
mature and could handle it. I know all about enduring but trials are supposed to come to an end. If
there is no end it isn't a trial. The difference between a trial and  a problem is a trial has an end.
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If that is you or someone close to you then you need to take a serious look. There could be
several reasons why healing isn't coming.

The most obvious one is a lack of faith. It takes real genuine faith to get an answer. Its not hard to
get. It just takes time. We've all got some but it has to be involved in the situation or an answer is
not going to come. It is very easy to confuse zeal for faith. A 5/f minister  I know said faith is a
choice. That is true but it still only goes so far. It has to be something real in the heart and if you
didn't see it in your life prior to the trial then it probably isn't real. Or at least not being used. 
Meaning an answer isn't going to come.

I have to say again I am talking here about someone who is in a severe long term serious  trial
and apparently nothing is happening.  Like a stroke or heart attack. Its been a long time and
they're not getting better.

Another reason why healing isn't coming is because there is something wrong in a life. Sin or an
open door. 
Another account here from HEF. He had near the end of his life a serious trial with his leg. Lots of
rumours about that one. Several things to say here. 
First there was a reason for the trial and I'm not going into detail but there was a problem in his
life. When he fixed it the leg problem left.

There was all kinds of rumours that went around when he died and the reasons for it. I don't know
how many times I heard someone say â€œwell I heard from a 5/F minister . . .â€•
The truth is according to the autopsy report he died of heart failure. In other words his heart
stopped beating. There was nothing else wrong with him. No gangrenous leg, heart disease
diabetes or anything else. He died because his heart stopped beating. 

I think as he was recovering from that trial he took a serious look at his life. He saw serious trials;
1000's of people hanging onto his coat tails; persecution by the media; the justice system out to
get him! I think he just got to the point where had enough and from deep in his heart he cried out
to the Lord. The Lord accommodated him and took him home. In other words he wanted to go. 

I don't know why people think he was some kind of supernatural person or God's prophet that
could do no wrong. He was an ordinary guy like all the rest of us.  When he fixed the problem his
healing came. That is the way it is supposed to be. Faith is to get you an answer not a trial.   If you
are in a serious long term trial and nothing is happening then something is wrong.

If you or someone close to you is in this kind of trial and your faith is involved then something of
some kind needs to be happening. That something may be a strong inward knowing that you are
healed. But if that is the case you will be able to function. And at some point your faith will make
the answer come.   Faith is not just enduring. It is not a blind faith that that never sees any results.
If it is faith and its real then in some way you will be seeing results. I'm talking here about a
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serious long term trial. Not a week long cold. 

So what is the solution?

Seek your Lord. Its not a lack of faith to go to your heavenly father and ask for help. IMHO one of
the most underutilized promises is Heb.7/25 I don't claim that one very often as its not really
necessary. If it was serious and long term I'd claim the promise and get in front of the Lord. 
Get the faith. Its not hard to get. It just takes time. My suggestion is to get some of Hef's old faith
tapes. A good one is â€œStepping stones to answered prayerâ€• I have listened to that 100's of
times. I still listen several times a week. Because it helps me and ministers to me. It simply isn't
going to work if there is not faith operating. Don't deceive yourself. 
 Fast. Isaiah 58/8  notice it says â€œspeedilyâ€• that is how things are supposed to work. I put up
a whole post recently about fasting. 

This not meant to discourage anyone. My point is if you don't have what it takes an answer is not
going to come. You will just live with a miserable existence.  Take a careful realistic look at the
situation. Do something about it. If it has been going on for a long time and no answer is
forthcoming then something is wrong.

Lastly if things are serious and long term and the individual has simply given up and â€œno
hopeâ€•  why not just ask the Lord to take you home. What is so terrible about that? My mother
had Parkinson's disease. She had yrs before given up on the faith message. We finally had to put
her in a home as we couldn't take care of her. She was living a miserable existence. I don't know
how much was my prayer and how much was natural but I asked the Lord to take her home and 2
weeks later she went.

Subject: Re: Long Term Trials
Posted by william on Sun, 30 Apr 2017 11:06:30 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Quote:Long Trials

I am aware of several people that embrace the faith message that are going through severe long
term trials and I have some thoughts on that.

First let me say that I'm glad you posted this because I do think that there's merit in finding out the
"why's this taking so long?" if you do find yourself in a long standing trial BUT I don't think a long
standing trial is an automatic reason to doubt something is wrong with your 'faith'.

You say: 
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Quote:Let me say first that faith is designed by God to get us an answer. It is not designed to get
us a trial.

I believe I know what you mean here but even so it seems pretty clinical when you say it like this. 
Mark 11:24 is also clinical if you just take the verse out of the Bible and quote it.  Therefore I say
unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall
have them. Yes, this is God's Word and yes it is accurate but without the background and context
it leaves one completely hung up on the 'faith' or the 'believing' aspect.  "Now if I can just convince
myself that I 'believe' what I'm praying for is a reality, it will happen."  That's not going to work. 
Why? Because God didn't design 'faith' or 'believing' to get you an answer (see your quote
above).  To be fair, He didn't design for it to get us a trial either, but that's beside the point!

The 'believing' aspect is not isolated.  Faith doesn't stand by itself.  It's always believing in
someone (in this case God).  We can have faith because we KNOW the person who made the
promise and because we KNOW Him we know His promise isn't duplicitous.

We can also be sure that if we have enough confidence in Him to be praying for something in the
first place we can be sure that He will let us know if there's something that might hinder Him from
giving us our desires.   In other words we don't have to examine or turn over every rock in our
lives to reasonably expect Him to honor His promise, even if what we pray for doesn't show up for
weeks, months, years.  Why? Because it's not about some isolated 'faith' that we have, it's about
the Person we trust in.

Mark 11:24 assumes the disciples knew this.  It assumes that they KNEW the God they would be
praying to.  It assumes that this 'belief' is 'belief' in the Lord God of Israel, the One who had over
and over proved Himself as faithful to their nation.  They had a ton of past experiences showing
them that He kept them, delivered them, watched over and preserved them.  All they had to do
was to read about this Awesome Personal God in the pages of their Scriptures. (So then faith
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. Romans 10:17)

My married daughter last week had been watching some youtube videos where Christians were
laying hands on the sick and seeing people instantly healed and seemed momentarily confused
because she had been going through a bad case of something for a while so she asks why wasn't
her faith working like it seemed to be working for these people?  Now she knows how to pray and
has known God since she was a young child but in this case she had her eyes squarely on her
'faith' and was doing the whole self-examination thing (like we all do at times... not that we
shouldn't know ourselves because if we are doing something that isn't pleasing to God we
somehow just know He's not obliged to quickly resolve our issues!)

My wife and I reminded her that she was looking at the situation all wrong (her faith,
self-assessment, etc.) and that she should instead focus on her relationship with God (who made
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the promise in the first place).

I asked her to imagine that she had a flat tire that she couldn't fix and she asked me to come and
fix it for her.  I told her I would.  If she got up the next day and looked out the window and it was
still flat would she go out and kick the tire and ask herself if she had done everything just right, or
would she start doubting if she had the ability to have faith or was her faith weak, etc.?  What if a
neighbor asked her about the tire, would she say don't worry about it, my dad is going to fix it? 
What if it took me a week to get over there, would she go through all of the above again?  Or
would she just assume that I knew what I was doing... I was aware of her situation and would do
what I said?

We are His children and if we have a relationship with Him then we can be assured that He's more
than willing to let us know if there's some problem we are not seeing so that we can take
corrective measures... we don't have to run around in a frustrated state examining our faith, our
lives, or whether or not there are some 'deeper deliverance' issues that we just haven't uncovered
yet.  No.  He's our Father and He's told us that He would fix the darn tire!

Think about the ten lepers.  Do you ever wonder what would have happened if someone had
stopped them as the were on the way to the priests and asked if they were healed what would
they have said?  I know that in our circles this would have been a test as to whether or not their
confession was up to par (we are healed... doesn't matter what we look like!!) but most likely they
would have just stated the truth and said that they were not healed yet but Jesus had told them
what to do and they were on their way to obey Him.  We get bogged down in the processes, have
I confessed this out loud?  Have I done this, have I done that?  Why is this taking so long?  Did
my parents have issues I don't know about, etc., etc..

Quote:When there is faith in your heart you know it. Its part of your life and you are aware it is
there. That doesn't mean every time you pray you see it or in a trial you're aware of it. But in your
life generally you are aware it is there. If its faith you know it. You've seen it operating in some
way. Faith is not blind in the sense that you have no awareness of it in your life.

Right, all I'm doing is making sure we aren't confusing some abstract 'faith' for 'faith in God our
Father'.  If you are walking with God, believing that He will answer isn't hard at all.

Believing that we have been successful in acquiring 'faith' by spending 'enough' time in the Word
(Romans 10:17), studying enough, praying enough, and making sure we are 'speaking positively'
enough and 'confessing' enough and making sure we've done enough 'deeper deliverance',
introspection, ad nauseum... now that's hard!

Quote:Generally speaking if you or someone close to you is in a severe physical trial long term
and nothing is happening then something is wrong. I talking here about strokes heart attacks etc.
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What is wrong?  These are the same thoughts that assault us even when it's not something
long-standing.  Only we and God know whether or not we have a relationship.  If we do then we
can cast those cares on Him because He is Faithful.  If we don't have a relationship where we can
trust Him, we know that.  It would be foolish to ask an estranged father to fix our tire just as it
would be foolish to expect him to do something based on some words he wrote us in a birthday
card when we were five before we became estranged.  (No amount of tire-kicking,
self-abasement, and positive confessing is going to change that.

Quote:Lets look at HEF's last heart attack. After it happened he was very weak. Even had to be
helped into the pulpit. The point though is that he didn't stay that way. It was a very severe trial
and took some months to get better but the point was he did get better. That is what is supposed
to happen. That is the normal state of affairs. Getting better!

Amen.

Quote:Incidentally I am of the opinion that the heart attack was satanists probably out of Kentucky
that did it. I think they threw everything they had at him and he defeated them with his faith.
Without going too much detail they used their witchcraft and called something very big up out of
the pit and sent it against him. They must have been absolutely astounded when he defeated it
with his faith.

If you or someone close to you is in a severe physical trial and nothing is happening then
something is wrong. Yes the book of Job is in the bible but that trial came to a man who was very
mature and could handle it. I know all about enduring but trials are supposed to come to an end. If
there is no end it isn't a trial. The difference between a trial and a problem is a trial has an end.

If that is you or someone close to you then you need to take a serious look. There could be
several reasons why healing isn't coming.

The most obvious one is a lack of faith. It takes real genuine faith to get an answer. Its not hard to
get. It just takes time. We've all got some but it has to be involved in the situation or an answer is
not going to come. It is very easy to confuse zeal for faith. A 5/f minister I know said faith is a
choice. That is true but it still only goes so far. It has to be something real in the heart and if you
didn't see it in your life prior to the trial then it probably isn't real. Or at least not being used.
Meaning an answer isn't going to come.

I have to say again I am talking here about someone who is in a severe long term serious trial and
apparently nothing is happening. Like a stroke or heart attack. Its been a long time and they're not
getting better.

Another reason why healing isn't coming is because there is something wrong in a life. Sin or an
open door.
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I think that the 'serious look' should have already happened... I mean it would take a pretty callous
(or self-deluded) individual to think that they could be continuing in sin or have open doors to
Satan in their lives and be able to pull Mark 11:24 out of context and expect a favorable answer. 
Do we have a relationship with God or not?

Quote:Another account here from HEF. He had near the end of his life a serious trial with his leg.
Lots of rumours about that one. Several things to say here.
First there was a reason for the trial and I'm not going into detail but there was a problem in his
life. When he fixed it the leg problem left.

An assumption, but okay...

Quote:I think as he was recovering from that trial he took a serious look at his life. He saw serious
trials; 1000's of people hanging onto his coat tails; persecution by the media; the justice system
out to get him! I think he just got to the point where had enough and from deep in his heart he
cried out to the Lord. The Lord accommodated him and took him home. In other words he wanted
to go.

Another assumption...

It would have been nice for him to tell this to someone (like his wife) if it was the case.  It would
have alleviated a lot of head-scratching and probably would have kept the legacy of his whole
life's ministry (Faith being the primary focus) intact.

Quote:I don't know why people think he was some kind of supernatural person or God's prophet
that could do no wrong. He was an ordinary guy like all the rest of us. When he fixed the problem
his healing came. That is the way it is supposed to be. Faith is to get you an answer not a trial. If
you are in a serious long term trial and nothing is happening then something is wrong.

If you or someone close to you is in this kind of trial and your faith is involved then something of
some kind needs to be happening. That something may be a strong inward knowing that you are
healed. But if that is the case you will be able to function. And at some point your faith will make
the answer come. Faith is not just enduring. It is not a blind faith that that never sees any results.
If it is faith and its real then in some way you will be seeing results. I'm talking here about a
serious long term trial. Not a week long cold.

I'm all for self-examination but make sure it is an examination of your place in the kingdom of God
and your relationship to Him and not a vague self-examination that ultimately is based upon your
own efforts to achieve some yet-unknown perfection that you seem to be lacking because you
haven't figured the whole 'faith' thing out yet.
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Quote:So what is the solution?

Seek your Lord. Its not a lack of faith to go to your heavenly father and ask for help. IMHO one of
the most underutilized promises is Heb.7/25 I don't claim that one very often as its not really
necessary. If it was serious and long term I'd claim the promise and get in front of the Lord.
Get the faith. Its not hard to get. It just takes time. My suggestion is to get some of Hef's old faith
tapes. A good one is â€œStepping stones to answered prayerâ€• I have listened to that 100's of
times. I still listen several times a week. Because it helps me and ministers to me. It simply isn't
going to work if there is not faith operating. Don't deceive yourself.
Fast. Isaiah 58/8 notice it says â€œspeedilyâ€• that is how things are supposed to work. I put up
a whole post recently about fasting.

Faith isn't something that operates or doesn't operate... but rather a relationship you have or you
don't.  If you have a relationship that is built on trust then you know that the other person will do
what they say if they have the power to do it.  If I ask my wife for something that is within her
power to give me, I don't spend ANY time wondering if I've done everything right (even if I've
forgotten about our anniversary!) I just know (which is what faith is all about) she will do it for me. 
I know her.

Quote:This not meant to discourage anyone. My point is if you don't have what it takes an answer
is not going to come. You will just live with a miserable existence. Take a careful realistic look at
the situation. Do something about it. If it has been going on for a long time and no answer is
forthcoming then something is wrong.

You mentioned the book of Job earlier and acknowledged that yes, it was there for a reason but
then seemed to dismiss it.

Quote:If you or someone close to you is in a severe physical trial and nothing is happening then
something is wrong. Yes the book of Job is in the bible but that trial came to a man who was very
mature and could handle it. I know all about enduring but trials are supposed to come to an end. If
there is no end it isn't a trial. The difference between a trial and a problem is a trial has an end.

If that is you or someone close to you then you need to take a serious look. There could be
several reasons why healing isn't coming.

Do you know that the main arguments presented by his 'friends' centered on something being
"wrong"?  This is your argument.

Job was in a long standing trial and all they could say was --something's wrong Job.  Job did all of
the self-examination stuff even got to the point where he DID PRAY FOR DEATH, worse, he even
wished he'd never lived outside the womb! 
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Yesterday I was reading the book and was taken aback by this line:

[Job 42:7 KJV] 7 And it was [so], that after the LORD had spoken these words unto Job, the
LORD said to Eliphaz the Temanite, My wrath is kindled against thee, and against thy two friends:
for ye have not spoken of me [the thing that is] right, as my servant Job [hath].

Here you have a time when they didn't have the revelation of God that we have the privilege of
looking at everyday and yet God held them (the three friends) accountable for what that had
"spoken".  In an age when they only surmised what God was like, based upon their own
experiences, when they spoke to Job accusing him of being "wrong", they were held guilty of
misrepresenting God.

So there was Job sorely lacking in the knowledge of God, having only his "relationship" to that
God and his own understanding about God's justness, holding fast his faith by enduring his
long-standing trial.  Wow.

Blessings,
William

Subject: Re: Long Term Trials
Posted by Mark L on Sun, 30 Apr 2017 19:17:54 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Well I guess I came across rather clinical and black and white. That really wasn't my intention. It
wasn't my intent to say it is as simple as 2+2 =4 or promise + faith = answer. And if there is no
answer in a reasonable time then something is wrong. 
 
Everything in the christian life as you say is built around relationship. 

My point which I guess I didn't express very clearly is this. I know of people holding fast the faith
message in serious trials strokes heart attacks and others with long term serious teeth problems
for eg. My point was that faith is not blind in the sense that it can't give any thought to the
situation. 
If its not real in your life or if there is something seriously wrong the answer won't come. If its pure
duty or its peer pressure the answer won't come. Someone said to me years ago â€œI'd rather
die than go to the doctorâ€• I thought that was nonsense even back then. 

My intention was simply to encourage those in serious long term trials to not be afraid to look at
their life and seek the Lord. Faith is not blind in the sense that it can never look at the situation. 
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Job looked through his entire life and came to the conclusion that he had done nothing to deserve
the trial. He just didn't blindly believe. His friends simply didn't believe him and had an extremely
simplistic view of the situation.

As far as HEF is concerned its ancient history and I probably should leave it at that. But the
misinformation (some deliberate) and rumours has been a concern of mine for a long time. The
info on his leg came from an extremely solid source via another person. Not just "well I heard it
from a 5/f minister" The info on the autopsy report I got direct from the person who saw it. 

On his dying that is my opinion. I think he wanted to go. Looked at his life and all he could see
down the road was more of the same. Trials trouble and persecution. I think from deep in his heart
he bypassed his own stubborn personality and cried out to the Lord. His lifes work being done the
Lord accommodated him. 

As I have said before here his lifes work was the â€œlaying of the foundationâ€• for the preparing
of the overcomers.
As I said my piece on HEF is ancient history and I won't be bringing it up again. 

Thanks for your comments William. It allowed me to clarify mine. Mine being that people in
serious long term trials should do more than simply endure. 

Subject: Re: Long Term Trials
Posted by james on Mon, 01 May 2017 12:48:46 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Just a quick comment, both points are very important for a person with our background.
Relationship with Jesus is of vital importance, we can 'endure' til the cows come home, but
endurance alone doesn't cut it. And when in right relationship with Jesus (which reminds me that if
our relationship is 'wrong', then we're not really in relationship with Him, only deceiving ourselves)
enduring is all we can do because we have the answer promised and are just waiting (enduring)
to see it manifested.

I've found myself just stubbornly enduring things in the past without really leaning in to walk in the
relationship that's been given me (father/son; adopted into the family of God; redeemed/
righteousness of Christ) What boggles my mind is the patient way The Lord deals with me when
I've gotten off in my relationship with Him. Always forgiving and quick to restore fellowship after
the correction/chastisement.
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Subject: Re: Long Term Trials
Posted by Marilyn Crow on Tue, 02 May 2017 00:20:04 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Interesting thoughts on this important topic. Now I`ve recently had an operation to remove a
cancer in my bowel. I believe the Lord is the great physician and would oversee everything.

Actually in prayer I had the thought that `the Lord had His eye on me,` which was very comforting.
It has been a slow process of recovery & still on going. However this scripture has been very
important to me.

`...rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing steadfastly in prayer;...` (Rom. 12: 12)

I have learnt much and appreciate more of God`s grace and people`s help. 

all the best, bros. Marilyn.
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