Subject: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Gary on Fri, 10 Jan 2014 13:45:48 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

As | reread through the Gospels | wanted to highlight different thoughts and events taking place in
this portion of the Bible. Hopefully this will Bless you as it has me. I'm not going to cover every
little detail but only things I find interesting and feel its noteworthy to share. This may include
going back and forth from the NT to the OT highlighting scriptures.

Matthews Gospel:

Matthew starts out with a list of genealogies; (1 The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the
Son of David, the Son of Abraham:).

While reading along | see he mentions Rahab and then Ruth. A few passages later we come upon
the scriptures concerning David. What | find interesting here is that, Bathsheba is not mentioned
at all by name.

Quote: 6 and Jesse begot David the king.
David the king begot Solomon by her who had been the wife of Uriah.

It just says by "her", who had been Uriah's wife. The scripture does mention Rahab the harlot by
name.

| want to point out I'm not trying to prove anything or make an issue or try to find some new secret
unheard of doctrine. I'm just looking at the way the Bible it is presenting certain events.

Concerning David and Bathsheba in the OT we do find a passage that shows babies go to
heaven.

Quote:22 And he said, &€ceWhile the child was alive, | fasted and wept; for | said, &€ Who can tell
whether the Lord will be gracious to me, that the child may live?a€™ 23 But now he is dead; why
should | fast? Can | bring him back again? | shall go to him, but he shall not return to me.a€e

| was wondering a while back about this "age of accountability teaching", that most hold to. I'm not
saying yea or nay on any of the teaching but at this point | am wondering why they come up with
the age of 12 being the age of accountability. In other words if children die before this age we are
told they go to heaven. They say Jesus was twelve years old when he was in the temple talking
with the scribes and lawyers.

Maybe this is true but | would like to see further evidence in the Bible that brings out this point.
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Thinking of children in our day and time we do see kids under 12 who commit murder, sell drugs,
commit fornication, etc. We see that some are given over to sin and wickedness.

If I was to rightly divide the Word of God | would think that when a child is completely innocent
"not" knowing the way of good and evil would seem they would be in a situation to enter glory
having no understanding of God or the way of Salvation through Jesus Christ.

Only God knows for sure. | can see millions of innocent babies who have been murdered at the
hands of medical science or those born and taken early going on, or even children that are totally
innocent of good and evil, dying and going to be with the Lord.

Anyway as | was reading | find this is the first place in this genealogy that gives a brief history of
an event that took place, and does not mention this woman by name. You might want to read Il
Samuel chapter 11 and chapter 12.

There is so much taking place, the Lord is displeased with David over Uriah's wife but Nathan the
prophet tells him that the Lord gave you Saul's wives. That whole concept is interesting
concerning many things that took place while they were under the law. | don't see where God is
displeased over them having many wives for an example. In New Testament times before the
Lord started teaching | don't see this practice being mentioned as taking place in Israel.

The whole Bible is fantastic. We have so much today to be Thankful for as the Lord has included
us into His Plans. Hope to share later as the Lord leads. May the Lord Bless everyone here as
they press forth into a higher calling in Jesus Christ. God has a plan for all of us.

Gary

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Gary on Sat, 11 Jan 2014 12:48:53 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

It was 400 hundred years of silence from the time of Malachi to the time of Christ. Generations of
people lived their lives with at least no mention of the Lord moving in their day and time.

Matthew tells us in the genealogies that; So all the generations from Abraham to David are
fourteen generations, from David until the captivity in Babylon are fourteen generations, and from
the captivity in Babylon until the Christ are fourteen generations.
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When the appointed time arrived that Jesus would be born and live on the earth we see much
activity taking place in the spirit realm, God was again speaking to men.

During this time its recorded in scripture that there was visions, dreams, angelic visits, to quit a
large group of people. From shepherds in the field, wise men living in the east, prophets, widows,
and the main characters involved.

| find it interesting that Joseph was called a just man and that when he found out Mary was with
child, he did not want to make a public example of her but was willing to secretly put her away and
not get married.

How many times do we see people when they think someone is in sin want to run and straighten
them out or tell everyone what they know about a situation. There are times when men are called
upon to rebuke sin and unrighteousness but also times when we consider what the Lord would
have us do as every situation is different. We see a man in this case who is just, weighs out his
decisions before the Lord.

Quote: 19 Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not wanting to make her a public
example, was minded to put her away secretly.

We see a number of things taking place, while he was thinking about all of this, 1. God spoke to
him in a dream, 2. he obeyed the dream immediately.

Quote: 20 But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him
in a dream, saying, a€oeJoseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for
that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. 21 And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall
call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.a€e

22 So all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the
prophet, saying: 23 &€ceBehold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call
His name Immanuel,a€+ which is translated, a€ceGod with us.a€

24 Then Joseph, being aroused from sleep, did as the angel of the Lord commanded him and
took to him his wife, 25 and did not know her till she had brought forth her firstborn Son. And he
called His name Jesus.

This also was the beginning of many major prophecies being fulfilled.

Many of the major denominations change portions of scripture to fit their denominational way of
thinking, without considering the facts.
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The wise men who we see Matthew mentions next, never came to the manger to see a little baby
that was born, but they went to a "house" and saw a young child. There is no recorded information
that they were at at the manger, so why does everyone assume things that the Bible does not
say?

Quote:9 When they heard the king, they departed; and behold, the star which they had seen in the
East went before them, till it came and stood over where the young Child was. 10 When they saw
the star, they rejoiced with exceedingly great joy. 11 And when they had come into the house,
they saw the young Child with Mary His mother, and fell down and worshiped Him. And when they
had opened their treasures, they presented gifts to Him: gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

One more thing | would like to point out, Herod and all those who were with him in Jerusalem was
"troubled” over this information given by the wise men.

A definition of "troubled" is: 1.to disturb the mental calm and contentment of; worry; distress;
agitate.

Quote: 3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 And
when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he inquired of them
where the Christ was to be born.

Roman leadership while they were very sophisticated, intellectual, cultured people, there is their
other side, men who were greedy tyrants that would shed innocent blood at the drop of a hat.

Not only were many of God's people alerted to events that were to unfold, but we see the world
and its political system were made aware that something was about to take place as well.

| would also like to point out these mysterious wise men who saw a "star" in the east. Were not
really given much information on this, but did they see a star in the heavens?, and they knew the
king of the Jews was to be born and they knew of the ancient prophecies given. However this star
appeared to them they were able to travel and followed it and find where the young child lived.

Quote: 2 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold,
wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, a€ceWhere is He who has been born King
of the Jews? For we have seen His star in the East and have come to worship Him.a€e

Quote: 9 When they heard the king, they departed; and behold, the star which they had seen in
the East went before them, till it came and stood over where the young Child was. 10 When they
saw the star, they rejoiced with exceedingly great joy. 11 And when they had come into the house,
they saw the young Child with Mary His mother, and fell down and worshiped Him. And when they
had opened their treasures, they presented gifts to Him: gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
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| think these men knew it was not just an earthly king that had been born but understood this to be
the Christ as they fell down to worship Him.

It may appear to be silence from heaven in the world in which we find ourselves but be assured
our God is ruling and reigning in the Heavens and at the appointed times all the pieces of the
puzzle will fall in place.

Giving all to God has become a cliche in most modern churches, but to be able to hear, see, and
understand is something God has allowed for His "elect". We can also be filled with exceeding joy
as the wise men were and fall down and "Worship" the God we cannot see with the physical eyes
but we can see with our spiritual eyes.

In Him,
Gary

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by william on Sat, 11 Jan 2014 16:09:45 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Great stuff, Gary!

| think that the method that you are using to explore the text is one that is often ignored but in
reality is the most natural. I'm amazed at how often the Lord illuminates things to our mind as we
ponder the things that have been written.

| hope you continue to give us things to think about.

Especially interesting is the statement about Joseph being a "just” man. The next phrase seems
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almost contradictory to the normal idea of justice --"...and not willing to make her a publick
example...".

Most of the time when we think of the idea of justice it is accompanied with the idea that the guilty
person should bear the punishment for their sin. | think that the passage in a way combines the
idea of justice with the idea of mercy.

To my mind, this highlights God's justice and His mercy. The two attributes are seemingly
opposite to each other yet here we see them working together in Joseph just as they work
together in God's nature.

Blessings,
William

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by james on Sat, 11 Jan 2014 20:34:47 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Gary wrote on Sat, 11 January 2014 06:The wise men who we see Matthew mentions next, never
came to the manger to see a little baby that was born, but they went to a "house" and saw a
young child. There is no recorded information that they were at at the manger, so why does
everyone assume things that the Bible does not say?

[quote title=Quote:9 When they heard the king, they departed; and behold, the star which they
had seen in the East went before them, till it came and stood over where the young Child was. 10
When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceedingly great joy. 11 And when they had come
into the house, they saw the young Child with Mary His mother, and fell down and worshiped Him.
And when they had opened their treasures, they presented gifts to Him: gold, frankincense, and
myrrh.

This got me thinking where Jesus really was when the wise men visited him, how old He was by
that time and why they(Joseph, Mary, and Jesus) was in a house there when they were from
Nazareth. We know that He was born in Bethlehem in Judea(Matt.2:1), we also know that He was
circumcised on the eight day; and we know that Mary had to go through the purification time; and
we know that they (Joseph and Mary) took Jesus up to Jerusalem to the temple to present Him
unto The Lord.(Luke 2:21-22) Then we're told they returned to Galilee and their own city,
Nazareth.

So did the wise men visit Jesus in Bethlehem, in Jerusalem, or Nazareth? Was He a newborn
baby or a young child (1-2 yrs.)? Joseph and Mary was only in Bethlehem a short period of time, if
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| understand correctly (we do know the shepherds visited Him there)not much longer than forty
days (time of purification according to the law of Moses). And | can't find where they rented/bought
a 'house' in Jerusalem to stay there long enough for Jesus to get to be "a young child". Maybe
they were still in Bethlehem and Matthew just used the term 'young child' and maybe they had
found room in an inn and was no longer in the stable/manger but hadn't left yet for
Jerusalem(within 40 days of His birth).

Any thoughts?

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Gary on Sun, 12 Jan 2014 10:33:21 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Hi William and James,
Thanks for sharing here.

William | was thinking about what James said, and ran across some other passages that make
this distinction of peoples character. Simeon in the temple was said to be a "just” man.

Quote: Luke 2:25 And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon, and this
man was just and devout, waiting for the Consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him.

Zacharias and Elizabeth were both said to be righteous:

Quote: Luke 1:6 And they were both righteous before God, walking in all the commandments and
ordinances of the Lord blameless.

This morning | was reminded of Jesus when He approached Nathanael He told him he was a man
with no deceit, or guile if you read the KJV.

Quote: John 1: Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward Him, and said of him, &€ceBehold, an
Israelite indeed, in whom is no deceit!a€e.

It just seemed interesting that concerning all these people, the Spirit of God makes a point in the
Word to show these characteristics about them. They were just, righteous, no guile, etc.

James after reading your post | was wondering about this as well. | went back and looked at all
the passages and came across what looked like a contradiction.
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Years ago a man set a Bible in front of me and said; "I can show you were that "Book" is full of
contradictions." | personally don't believe there are any contradictions and everything is given by
the Spirit of God. | don't think people realize that with God there is no "time" factor and that "time"
was created for us. And as we all know you have to have ears to hear and eyes to see. It's
Spiritual in nature and we are born of the Spirit.

| will try to make an attempt here to explain. The three wise men are only found in Matthews
gospel. We know they came from the East and from another country.

Quote: Matthew 2:12 Then, being divinely warned in a dream that they should not return to
Herod, they departed for their own country another way.

Here's what | believe took place James concerning what you shared and it hopefully will be clear
at the end of this post.

Mary and Joseph lived in Nazareth.

Quote: Luke 1:26-27 Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a city of Galilee
named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of
David. The virgina€™s name was Mary.

Caesar Augustus said; the whole world needed to be registered. Joseph was of the lineage of
David so he traveled back to his home town to register him and his new wife in this new
governmental census.

There must of been thousands of people on foot traveling at this time who participated in this
census. Bethlehem is five miles south of Jerusalem, while Nazareth is several hundred miles
north.

This is all pertinent so bear with me.

When they get to Bethlehem Mary who is with child delivers her baby, there is no room at the inn
and then we have this passage:

Quote: Luke 2:7 And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths,
and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.

Next we see the shepherds being visited by a whole Angelic host, praising God for what has taken
place.

| believe the three wise men possibly could be entering Jerusalem at this same time. At this point |
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am assuming Joseph could of had relatives and they moved temporarily to a house. The wise
men came to see Jesus at a "house" we know for sure, which possibly could of been relatives of
Joseph. But we don't have all the information here so | would assume this, because you did
mention renting or buying a place to stay in. It seems logical that he had relatives there.

The point is, | think it almost had to be close to the time Jesus was circumcised, eight days after
He was born, Mary had to stay somewhere so when she went to the temple to be purified by her
sacrifices. There is a number of events that take place at the same time. The known facts are
intertwined in both books, Matthew and Luke.

The wise men show up and are warned in a dream, they leave by another route, Herod is angry
and goes and murders thousands of children in Bethlehem and the surrounding districts, while
Joseph who is warned in a dream, flees to Egypt. | believe they were only in Egypt a very short
time and that Herod died within a month of killing all these children.

The problem | ran across in this event was that Luke says when the child was circumcised eight
days later that Mary fulfilled her purification that they returned to their own city in Nazareth.

Quote: Luke 2:21 And when eight days were completed for the circumcision of the Child, His
name was called Jesus, the name given by the angel before He was conceived in the womb.

22 Now when the days of her purification according to the law of Moses were completed, they
brought Him to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord

In the temple Simeon prophesies and then it says:

Quote: Luke 2:39 So when they had performed all things according to the law of the Lord, they
returned to Galilee, to their own city, Nazareth.

Between verse 21 and verse 22 is when Herod died and they returned. | looked up the passage in
Leviticus about the circumcising of a boy and the purification time of a woman.

[quote] Leviticus 12:1 Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 a€ceSpeak to the children of
Israel, saying: &4€°If a woman has conceived, and borne a male child, then she shall be unclean
seven days; as in the days of her customary impurity she shall be unclean. 3 And on the eighth
day the flesh of his foreskin shall be circumcised.

4 She shall then continue in the blood of her purification thirty-three days. She shall not touch any
hallowed thing, nor come into the sanctuary until the days of her purification are fulfilled.

Mary could not go into the Temple until this time period had ended, they very well could of learned
at this time that Archelaus was ruling over Judea by what this passage in Matthew states:
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Quote: Matthew 2:19 Now when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a
dream to Joseph in Egypt, 20 saying, a€ceArise, take the young Child and His mother, and go to
the land of Israel, for those who sought the young Childa€™s life are dead.a€+ 21 Then he arose,
took the young Child and His mother, and came into the land of Israel.

| believe this is another gap that he learned this information below after they returned to the
Temple for Mary's time of purification.

Quote: 22 But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea instead of his father Herod,
he was afraid to go there. And being warned by God in a dream, he turned aside into the region of
Galilee. 23 And he came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth, that it might be fulfilled which was
spoken by the prophets, &€ceHe shall be called a Nazarene.a€e

Please read both accounts together and you'll see why it seems to be an apparent contradiction,
and why | came to this conclusion here. Herod had to have died shortly after his killing spree and
Joseph and Mary would of returned to the temple for her to be able to offer the sacrifices to fulfill
the law for a woman's purification. | agree with what you shared Matthew used the term "young
child" but he was speaking of Jesus as a baby.

| sure hoped this answered your question and | was able to make it plain enough to understand.

Gary

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by james on Mon, 13 Jan 2014 21:19:21 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

| have been meditating on just how blessed we are to have been given 'eyes to see & ears to
hear'. Throughout the NT these phrases are mentioned over and over, as you, Gary have
mentioned several times. | was reading Matthew chapter 13 where Jesus gives 7 parables
concerning The Kingdom of heaven and no one could understand the meanings except His
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disciples and even then He had to explain the meaning to them. And they wondered and
guestioned Him why He spoke in parables to the multitudes...

"He answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries of the
kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given.

For whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and he shall have more abundance: but whosoever
hath not, from him shall be taken away even that he hath.

Therefore speak | to them in parables:because they seeing see not, and hearing they hear not;
neither do they understand.

And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah, which saith, By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not
understand; and seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive:

For this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have
closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should
understand with their heart, and should be converted, and | should heal them.

But blessed are your eyes, for they see: and your ears, for they hear.

For verily | say unto you, That many prophets and righteous men have desired to see those things

which ye see, and have not seen them; and to hear those things which ye hear, and have not
heard them." Matthew 13:11-17

Thank You Jesus, thank You!

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Gary on Tue, 14 Jan 2014 07:24:33 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Quote: | have been meditating on just how blessed we are to have been given 'eyes to see & ears
to hear'. Throughout the NT these phrases are mentioned over and over, as you, Gary have
mentioned several times. | was reading Matthew chapter 13 where Jesus gives 7 parables
concerning The Kingdom of heaven and no one could understand the meanings except His
disciples and even then He had to explain the meaning to them. And they wondered and
guestioned Him why He spoke in parables to the multitudes...
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| don't understand it completely by any means. God has chosen some to see and hear. Even His
disciples did not have full understanding at the beginning. The Pharisees and Sadducees were
totally blinded to what was taking place.

Between Matthew 2:23 and Matthew 3:1 we see another time gap:

Quote: 2:23 And he came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth, that it might be fulfilled which was
spoken by the prophets, &€ceHe shall be called a Nazarene.a€e

3:1 3 In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea,

It sounds like when Mary and Joseph went to Nazareth, in those days John the Baptist came
preaching. But as we all know there is a thirty year period in between these two verses.

From the beginning | don't know if they fully knew what was going on. Mary and Zacharias had a
visitation from an Angel, Joseph had a number of dreams, the shepherds were visited by an
Angelic choir, and many prophecies were being fulfilled. Hosea, Micah, Jeremiah, and Isaiah, their
prophecies are quoted in just the first few chapters of Matthew and Luke.

God did nothing in secret. Right from the beginning the chief priests and scribes were called into

Herod's presence to explain when the Christ was to be born. The Chief Priests and Scribes were

there when the wise men came to see the King of the Jews. Were they excited over this news, no
it looks like they were troubled:

Quote: 3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 And
when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he inquired of them
where the Christ was to be born.

5 So they said to him, &€celn Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it is written by the prophet:

6

a€"But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
Are not the least among the rulers of Judah;
For out of you shall come a Ruler

Who will shepherd My people Israel.&€™a€e

The shepherds were telling everyone what took place out in the fields:
Quote:17 Now when they had seen Him, they made widely known the saying which was told them

concerning this Child. 18 And all those who heard it marveled at those things which were told
them by the shepherds.
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Thirty years later, John the Baptist comes with a message of repentance.

Most people today even government officials have a basic idea of what is about to happen. The
return of Jesus, the mark of the beast, one world ruler.

When God starts moving by His Spirit and setting things into motion in these end times, many will
be troubled. Maybe its true what they say, "History always repeats itself".

Jesus said; Let not your heart be troubled:

Quote: John 14:1
a€oeLet not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me.

John 14:27
Peace | leave with you, My peace | give to you; not as the world gives do | give to you. Let not
your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.

If we believe there is a God, then He says, believe in "me".
We have nothing to fear its Gods good pleasure to give us the Kingdom.

Gary

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by james on Tue, 14 Jan 2014 15:40:52 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Gary wrote on Sun, 12 January 2014 04:33
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| will try to make an attempt here to explain. The three wise men are only found in Matthews
gospel. We know they came from the East and from another country.

| have always thought there were three wise men, BUT, | can't find where The Bible records the
number of wise men, not in Matthew or Luke (he doesn't mention the wise men at all.) It tells us
that there were three 'gifts’ brought unto Jesus, gold, frankincense, and myrrh...but not how 'many’
wise men there were that came from the east.

| have never questioned it (the assumption that there were three) nor noticed it....but a brother
who enjoys reading on OO (but not posting) noticed it and sent a gentle correction. So | guess this
proves that, no, we sure don't know and understand everything. (just in case anyone thought we
did.....think we knew and understood everything.)

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Gary on Tue, 14 Jan 2014 16:29:51 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

james wrote on Tue, 14 January 2014 10:40Gary wrote on Sun, 12 January 2014 04:33
| will try to make an attempt here to explain. The three wise men are only found in Matthews
gospel. We know they came from the East and from another country.

| have always thought there were three wise men, BUT, | can't find where The Bible records the
number of wise men, not in Matthew or Luke (he doesn't mention the wise men at all.) It tells us
that there were three 'gifts’ brought unto Jesus, gold, frankincense, and myrrh...but not how 'many’
wise men there were that came from the east.

| have never questioned it (the assumption that there were three) nor noticed it....but a brother
who enjoys reading on OO (but not posting) noticed it and sent a gentle correction. So | guess this
proves that, no, we sure don't know and understand everything. (just in case anyone thought we
did.....think we knew and understood everything.)

Well another eye opener to say the least. I'll have to go back and look at that scripture but I'm not
guestioning what your saying but want to take a good look here. | realized they were not at the
manger scene but assumed there was three, like everyone else | guess.

That brings up the thought again; How many things have we been taught that is ingrained in our
thinking?
This is very good and was glad you shared it.

Page 14 of 221 ---- Cenerated from Welconme to OO by FUDforum 3.0.0


http://overcomersonline.com/FUDforum2/index.php?t=usrinfo&id=224
http://overcomersonline.com/FUDforum2/index.php?t=rview&th=939&goto=10733#msg_10733
http://overcomersonline.com/FUDforum2/index.php?t=post&reply_to=10733
http://overcomersonline.com/FUDforum2/index.php

Gary

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by james on Tue, 14 Jan 2014 17:06:03 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

james wrote on Mon, 13 January 2014 15:191 have been meditating on just how blessed we are to
have been given 'eyes to see & ears to hear'. Throughout the NT these phrases are mentioned
over and over, as you, Gary have mentioned several times. | was reading Matthew chapter 13
where Jesus gives 7 parables concerning The Kingdom of heaven and no one could understand
the meanings except His disciples and even then He had to explain the meaning to them.

Here's another example of 'getting my eyes opened', | was reading Mark's account of the parable
of the sower and in chapter four verse ten it says; "And when He was alone, they that were about
Him with the twelve asked of Him the parable.” | had assumed from Matthew's account (and
Luke's)that it was just the 'twelve disciples' because they were chosen to have the mysteries of
the kingdom revealed to them, but obviously from Mark there were other disciples (followers of
Jesus) that He shared deeper truths with besides 'the twelve'. Ever noticed that besides reference
to 'the shepherd and the sheep' (chapter 10) the book of John doesn't record any parables?

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Gary on Wed, 15 Jan 2014 00:05:07 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

james wrote on Tue, 14 January 2014 12:06james wrote on Mon, 13 January 2014 15:19I have
been meditating on just how blessed we are to have been given 'eyes to see & ears to hear'.
Throughout the NT these phrases are mentioned over and over, as you, Gary have mentioned
several times. | was reading Matthew chapter 13 where Jesus gives 7 parables concerning The
Kingdom of heaven and no one could understand the meanings except His disciples and even
then He had to explain the meaning to them.

Here's another example of 'getting my eyes opened', | was reading Mark's account of the parable
of the sower and in chapter four verse ten it says; "And when He was alone, they that were about
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Him with the twelve asked of Him the parable.” | had assumed from Matthew's account (and
Luke's)that it was just the 'twelve disciples' because they were chosen to have the mysteries of
the kingdom revealed to them, but obviously from Mark there were other disciples (followers of
Jesus) that He shared deeper truths with besides 'the twelve'. Ever noticed that besides reference
to 'the shepherd and the sheep' (chapter 10) the book of John doesn't record any parables?

It's interesting that most of those disciples ended up forsaking the Lord when they did not
understand His teaching.

Quote: 60 Therefore many of His disciples, when they heard this, said, &€ceThis is a hard saying;
who can understand it?a€e

61 When Jesus knew in Himself that His disciples complained about this, He said to them,
a€meDoes this offend you? 62 What then if you should see the Son of Man ascend where He was
before? 63 It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing. The words that | speak to you
are spirit, and they are life. 64 But there are some of you who do not believe.a€« For Jesus knew
from the beginning who they were who did not believe, and who would betray Him. 65 And He
said, a€ceTherefore | have said to you that no one can come to Me unless it has been granted to
him by My Father.a€e

66 From that time many of His disciples went back and walked with Him no more. 67 Then Jesus
said to the twelve, &€ceDo you also want to go away?a€e

68 But Simon Peter answered Him, &€celLord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of
eternal life. 69 Also we have come to believe and know that You are the Christ, the Son of the
living God.&€e

"No one can come to Jesus unless it has been granted them by the Father." This is where Grace
becomes "amazing". Peter said: Where will we go you have the words of eternal life, and we have
come to "know" you are the Son of the Living God.

Gary

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
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Posted by Gary on Wed, 15 Jan 2014 06:32:41 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Quote: Matthew 3:3 In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 2
and saying, a€ceRepent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!a€+ 3 For this is he who was
spoken of by the prophet Isaiah, saying:

a€mThe voice of one crying in the wilderness:
a€ Prepare the way of the Lord;
Make His paths straight.a€™a€e

What a contrast from what we see today. John comes preaching Repentance, and people
respond. This is a true revival taking place. They start coming from miles away to hear what this
man has to say and many confessed their sins, and were Baptized.

Quote: 5 Then Jerusalem, all Judea, and all the region around the Jordan went out to him 6 and
were baptized by him in the Jordan, confessing their sins.

There was no gimmicks, no advertising campaign. Just by Word of mouth people came from miles
away. Its amazing we don't see John performing miracles, healings, or doing wonders but he is
crying out for men to repent of their sins.

The Bible tells us who was ruling in the government and who the High Priests were in Jerusalem
at that time period. The Word of God came to this man who dwelt in the Wilderness and all men
were confronted with their sin:

Quote: Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of
Judea, Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of lturea and the region of
Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, 2 while Annas and Caiaphas were high priests, the
word of God came to John the son of Zacharias in the wilderness.

This Herod is a different person from the one we read about earlier, he is tetrarch of Galilee where
Jesus was raised as a child. This is the same man who John told it was unlawful for him to be
married to Phillip his brothers wife. John the Baptist never backed down from speaking out against
"sin", whether it was a government official of Rome or to the Pharisees and Sadducees who were
over the temple in Jerusalem.

Quote: 7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said
to them, &€ceBrood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?

| honestly look for the two prophets who return to the earth, to be men who speak out against alll
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of the sin in men's lives. The difference between them and John is they will come with the power
of God. John came preparing the way of the Lord for His ministry.

Today were all being told by the world and the media; everyone needs to be politically correct,
let's not mention sin as it may offend someone.

John did not back down but spoke boldly in the name of the Lord. The Pharisees and Sadducees
disliked John, as well as those in the world who loved their sins. The world will vehemently hate
the two prophets as we see in God's Word.

Jesus said; They hated me without a cause.

[quote] John 15:23 He who hates Me hates My Father also. 24 If | had not done among them the
works which no one else did, they would have no sin; but now they have seen and also hated both
Me and My Father. 25 But this happened that the word might be fulfilled which is written in their
law, &€ They hated Me without a cause. [/quote}

The creature does not want to hear what the Creator has to say to him. This is sad because God
only wants what is best for mankind.

Even though John preached against sin there were those who heard the call and turned to the
Lord. We find ourselves in the same place today, the world does not want to hear about sin, but
there are some who will listen. Jesus warned us that they will hate us as they hated Him:

[quote]9 &€ceThen they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill you, and you will be hated by all
nations for My namea€™s sake. 10 And then many will be offended, will betray one another, and
will hate one another. [/quote]

John is a good example showing us we do not have to impress anyone with a miracle ministry as
many try to do today, just preach the word and the Father will draw those that He has elected to
Jesus. We are preparing the way of the Lord for His soon return.

Praise His Holy Name.

Gary
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Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Gary on Thu, 16 Jan 2014 18:15:19 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

John the Baptist came in the spirit and power of Elijah as the Angel told his father:

Quote: 13 But the angel said to him, &€ceDo not be afraid, Zacharias, for your prayer is heard;
and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John. 14 And you will
have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth. 15 For he will be great in the sight of the
Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink. He will also be filled with the Holy Spirit, even
from his mothera€™s womb. 16 And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their
God. 17 He will also go before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, &€™to turn the hearts of the
fathers to the children,a€™ and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready a people
prepared for the Lord.&€e

What is interesting here again, is we do not see signs, wonders, and miracles but a man who
preached repentance.

The Pharisees and Sadducee did not like John and his message. Repentance and being Baptized
was the Will of the Father.

Quote: 29 And when all the people heard Him, even the tax collectors justified God, having been
baptized with the baptism of John. 30 But the Pharisees and lawyers rejected the will of God for
themselves, not having been baptized by him.

Shortly after the Lord came from the wilderness and His temptation, John was thrown in Prison.
Its interesting that he had a special calling in life and then to see his ministry only taking place for
a short time period.

Quote: 11 Then the devil left Him (in the wilderness), and behold, angels came and ministered to
Him.

12 Now when Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, He departed to Galilee.
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| believe when the man child goes forth to minister before the tribulation, it will be for a very short
time period, then "they" are caught up to the throne of God. Maybe its not in the scripture stating
this, but by the fact that we see in Revelations it says; As soon as the woman brings forth a man
child he is caught up to heaven. Implies they will not be here long.

Quote: And the dragon stood before the woman who was ready to give birth, to devour her Child
as soon as it was born. 5 She bore a male Child who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron. And
her Child was caught up to God and His throne. 6 Then the woman fled into the wilderness,

Quote:

18 For | consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the
glory which shall be revealed in us. 19 For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits
for the revealing of the sons of God.

| don't think any of us should be discouraged if it seems like nothing is happening, we should
continue to seek first His Kingdom and press on, for the prize that is set before us. God's Will and
Word will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Gary

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Gary on Fri, 17 Jan 2014 14:30:14 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

I'm going to have to stop here for a while. Somehow | got out of sync and this turned into a "fact”
finding mission which was never my initial attempt. | wanted to bring out the scriptures that make
Jesus real to each of us in our daily walk, as an encouragement.

There is a huge volume of information in every chapter if you consider what all the writers had to
say, plus there is a lot of Old Testament passages being quoted from the Prophets of the past.

Quote: 29 Jesus said to him, &€ceThomas, because you have seen Me, you have believed.
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.a€

30 And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in
this book; 31 but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God,
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and that believing you may have life in His name.

Men have distorted things in the Bible for centuries and it's good to see what really happened and
then to understand it. Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God.

Quote: 2 Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of
the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, 2 fulfill my joy by being like-minded, having the same love,
being of one accord, of one mind.

3 Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem
others better than himself. 4 Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the
interests of others.

Gary

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by james on Fri, 17 Jan 2014 14:43:20 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Understood! It's easy to get bogged down or tend to lose focus when we try to say too much at
one time. It's easier to keep things short and sweet, so to speak, and to the point. People get
swamped with too much info and lose interest, as we've witnessed in the past. Even when one is
passionate about a subject and The Lord is teaching and revealing truths to them, that doesn't
always mean that everyone else is ready for it. And as I've also learned, sometimes The Lord is
opening my eyes to something and I'm excited about it, but The Lord has already shown it to
others and so the 'excitement' isn't so mutual.

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Gary on Sat, 01 Feb 2014 12:19:21 GMT
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View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Reading through the gospels its apparent the disciples saw many manifestations or should | say
signs and wonders.

In the very beginning they saw and heard a voice speaking from heaven, water that was turned
into wine, withered hands restored like new, blind eyes opened, the mute could speak and hearing
restored. Jesus walking on the water, demons cast out of people, the storm stopping instantly
and the sea becoming calm, the dead coming back to life, a tree withering away, and several