Subject: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Gary on Fri, 10 Jan 2014 13:45:48 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

As | reread through the Gospels | wanted to highlight different thoughts and events taking place in
this portion of the Bible. Hopefully this will Bless you as it has me. I'm not going to cover every
little detail but only things I find interesting and feel its noteworthy to share. This may include
going back and forth from the NT to the OT highlighting scriptures.

Matthews Gospel:

Matthew starts out with a list of genealogies; (1 The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the
Son of David, the Son of Abraham:).

While reading along | see he mentions Rahab and then Ruth. A few passages later we come upon
the scriptures concerning David. What | find interesting here is that, Bathsheba is not mentioned
at all by name.

Quote: 6 and Jesse begot David the king.
David the king begot Solomon by her who had been the wife of Uriah.

It just says by "her", who had been Uriah's wife. The scripture does mention Rahab the harlot by
name.

| want to point out I'm not trying to prove anything or make an issue or try to find some new secret
unheard of doctrine. I'm just looking at the way the Bible it is presenting certain events.

Concerning David and Bathsheba in the OT we do find a passage that shows babies go to
heaven.

Quote:22 And he said, &€ceWhile the child was alive, | fasted and wept; for | said, &€ Who can tell
whether the Lord will be gracious to me, that the child may live?a€™ 23 But now he is dead; why
should | fast? Can | bring him back again? | shall go to him, but he shall not return to me.a€e

| was wondering a while back about this "age of accountability teaching", that most hold to. I'm not
saying yea or nay on any of the teaching but at this point | am wondering why they come up with
the age of 12 being the age of accountability. In other words if children die before this age we are
told they go to heaven. They say Jesus was twelve years old when he was in the temple talking
with the scribes and lawyers.

Maybe this is true but | would like to see further evidence in the Bible that brings out this point.
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Thinking of children in our day and time we do see kids under 12 who commit murder, sell drugs,
commit fornication, etc. We see that some are given over to sin and wickedness.

If I was to rightly divide the Word of God | would think that when a child is completely innocent
"not" knowing the way of good and evil would seem they would be in a situation to enter glory
having no understanding of God or the way of Salvation through Jesus Christ.

Only God knows for sure. | can see millions of innocent babies who have been murdered at the
hands of medical science or those born and taken early going on, or even children that are totally
innocent of good and evil, dying and going to be with the Lord.

Anyway as | was reading | find this is the first place in this genealogy that gives a brief history of
an event that took place, and does not mention this woman by name. You might want to read Il
Samuel chapter 11 and chapter 12.

There is so much taking place, the Lord is displeased with David over Uriah's wife but Nathan the
prophet tells him that the Lord gave you Saul's wives. That whole concept is interesting
concerning many things that took place while they were under the law. | don't see where God is
displeased over them having many wives for an example. In New Testament times before the
Lord started teaching | don't see this practice being mentioned as taking place in Israel.

The whole Bible is fantastic. We have so much today to be Thankful for as the Lord has included
us into His Plans. Hope to share later as the Lord leads. May the Lord Bless everyone here as
they press forth into a higher calling in Jesus Christ. God has a plan for all of us.

Gary

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Gary on Sat, 11 Jan 2014 12:48:53 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

It was 400 hundred years of silence from the time of Malachi to the time of Christ. Generations of
people lived their lives with at least no mention of the Lord moving in their day and time.

Matthew tells us in the genealogies that; So all the generations from Abraham to David are
fourteen generations, from David until the captivity in Babylon are fourteen generations, and from
the captivity in Babylon until the Christ are fourteen generations.
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When the appointed time arrived that Jesus would be born and live on the earth we see much
activity taking place in the spirit realm, God was again speaking to men.

During this time its recorded in scripture that there was visions, dreams, angelic visits, to quit a
large group of people. From shepherds in the field, wise men living in the east, prophets, widows,
and the main characters involved.

| find it interesting that Joseph was called a just man and that when he found out Mary was with
child, he did not want to make a public example of her but was willing to secretly put her away and
not get married.

How many times do we see people when they think someone is in sin want to run and straighten
them out or tell everyone what they know about a situation. There are times when men are called
upon to rebuke sin and unrighteousness but also times when we consider what the Lord would
have us do as every situation is different. We see a man in this case who is just, weighs out his
decisions before the Lord.

Quote: 19 Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not wanting to make her a public
example, was minded to put her away secretly.

We see a number of things taking place, while he was thinking about all of this, 1. God spoke to
him in a dream, 2. he obeyed the dream immediately.

Quote: 20 But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him
in a dream, saying, a€oeJoseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for
that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. 21 And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall
call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.a€e

22 So all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the
prophet, saying: 23 &€ceBehold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call
His name Immanuel,a€+ which is translated, a€ceGod with us.a€

24 Then Joseph, being aroused from sleep, did as the angel of the Lord commanded him and
took to him his wife, 25 and did not know her till she had brought forth her firstborn Son. And he
called His name Jesus.

This also was the beginning of many major prophecies being fulfilled.

Many of the major denominations change portions of scripture to fit their denominational way of
thinking, without considering the facts.
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The wise men who we see Matthew mentions next, never came to the manger to see a little baby
that was born, but they went to a "house" and saw a young child. There is no recorded information
that they were at at the manger, so why does everyone assume things that the Bible does not
say?

Quote:9 When they heard the king, they departed; and behold, the star which they had seen in the
East went before them, till it came and stood over where the young Child was. 10 When they saw
the star, they rejoiced with exceedingly great joy. 11 And when they had come into the house,
they saw the young Child with Mary His mother, and fell down and worshiped Him. And when they
had opened their treasures, they presented gifts to Him: gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

One more thing | would like to point out, Herod and all those who were with him in Jerusalem was
"troubled” over this information given by the wise men.

A definition of "troubled" is: 1.to disturb the mental calm and contentment of; worry; distress;
agitate.

Quote: 3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 And
when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he inquired of them
where the Christ was to be born.

Roman leadership while they were very sophisticated, intellectual, cultured people, there is their
other side, men who were greedy tyrants that would shed innocent blood at the drop of a hat.

Not only were many of God's people alerted to events that were to unfold, but we see the world
and its political system were made aware that something was about to take place as well.

| would also like to point out these mysterious wise men who saw a "star" in the east. Were not
really given much information on this, but did they see a star in the heavens?, and they knew the
king of the Jews was to be born and they knew of the ancient prophecies given. However this star
appeared to them they were able to travel and followed it and find where the young child lived.

Quote: 2 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold,
wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, a€ceWhere is He who has been born King
of the Jews? For we have seen His star in the East and have come to worship Him.a€e

Quote: 9 When they heard the king, they departed; and behold, the star which they had seen in
the East went before them, till it came and stood over where the young Child was. 10 When they
saw the star, they rejoiced with exceedingly great joy. 11 And when they had come into the house,
they saw the young Child with Mary His mother, and fell down and worshiped Him. And when they
had opened their treasures, they presented gifts to Him: gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
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| think these men knew it was not just an earthly king that had been born but understood this to be
the Christ as they fell down to worship Him.

It may appear to be silence from heaven in the world in which we find ourselves but be assured
our God is ruling and reigning in the Heavens and at the appointed times all the pieces of the
puzzle will fall in place.

Giving all to God has become a cliche in most modern churches, but to be able to hear, see, and
understand is something God has allowed for His "elect". We can also be filled with exceeding joy
as the wise men were and fall down and "Worship" the God we cannot see with the physical eyes
but we can see with our spiritual eyes.

In Him,
Gary

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by william on Sat, 11 Jan 2014 16:09:45 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Great stuff, Gary!

| think that the method that you are using to explore the text is one that is often ignored but in
reality is the most natural. I'm amazed at how often the Lord illuminates things to our mind as we
ponder the things that have been written.

| hope you continue to give us things to think about.

Especially interesting is the statement about Joseph being a "just” man. The next phrase seems
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almost contradictory to the normal idea of justice --"...and not willing to make her a publick
example...".

Most of the time when we think of the idea of justice it is accompanied with the idea that the guilty
person should bear the punishment for their sin. | think that the passage in a way combines the
idea of justice with the idea of mercy.

To my mind, this highlights God's justice and His mercy. The two attributes are seemingly
opposite to each other yet here we see them working together in Joseph just as they work
together in God's nature.

Blessings,
William

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by james on Sat, 11 Jan 2014 20:34:47 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Gary wrote on Sat, 11 January 2014 06:The wise men who we see Matthew mentions next, never
came to the manger to see a little baby that was born, but they went to a "house" and saw a
young child. There is no recorded information that they were at at the manger, so why does
everyone assume things that the Bible does not say?

[quote title=Quote:9 When they heard the king, they departed; and behold, the star which they
had seen in the East went before them, till it came and stood over where the young Child was. 10
When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceedingly great joy. 11 And when they had come
into the house, they saw the young Child with Mary His mother, and fell down and worshiped Him.
And when they had opened their treasures, they presented gifts to Him: gold, frankincense, and
myrrh.

This got me thinking where Jesus really was when the wise men visited him, how old He was by
that time and why they(Joseph, Mary, and Jesus) was in a house there when they were from
Nazareth. We know that He was born in Bethlehem in Judea(Matt.2:1), we also know that He was
circumcised on the eight day; and we know that Mary had to go through the purification time; and
we know that they (Joseph and Mary) took Jesus up to Jerusalem to the temple to present Him
unto The Lord.(Luke 2:21-22) Then we're told they returned to Galilee and their own city,
Nazareth.

So did the wise men visit Jesus in Bethlehem, in Jerusalem, or Nazareth? Was He a newborn
baby or a young child (1-2 yrs.)? Joseph and Mary was only in Bethlehem a short period of time, if
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| understand correctly (we do know the shepherds visited Him there)not much longer than forty
days (time of purification according to the law of Moses). And | can't find where they rented/bought
a 'house' in Jerusalem to stay there long enough for Jesus to get to be "a young child". Maybe
they were still in Bethlehem and Matthew just used the term 'young child' and maybe they had
found room in an inn and was no longer in the stable/manger but hadn't left yet for
Jerusalem(within 40 days of His birth).

Any thoughts?

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Gary on Sun, 12 Jan 2014 10:33:21 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Hi William and James,
Thanks for sharing here.

William | was thinking about what James said, and ran across some other passages that make
this distinction of peoples character. Simeon in the temple was said to be a "just” man.

Quote: Luke 2:25 And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon, and this
man was just and devout, waiting for the Consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him.

Zacharias and Elizabeth were both said to be righteous:

Quote: Luke 1:6 And they were both righteous before God, walking in all the commandments and
ordinances of the Lord blameless.

This morning | was reminded of Jesus when He approached Nathanael He told him he was a man
with no deceit, or guile if you read the KJV.

Quote: John 1: Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward Him, and said of him, &€ceBehold, an
Israelite indeed, in whom is no deceit!a€e.

It just seemed interesting that concerning all these people, the Spirit of God makes a point in the
Word to show these characteristics about them. They were just, righteous, no guile, etc.

James after reading your post | was wondering about this as well. | went back and looked at all
the passages and came across what looked like a contradiction.
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Years ago a man set a Bible in front of me and said; "I can show you were that "Book" is full of
contradictions." | personally don't believe there are any contradictions and everything is given by
the Spirit of God. | don't think people realize that with God there is no "time" factor and that "time"
was created for us. And as we all know you have to have ears to hear and eyes to see. It's
Spiritual in nature and we are born of the Spirit.

| will try to make an attempt here to explain. The three wise men are only found in Matthews
gospel. We know they came from the East and from another country.

Quote: Matthew 2:12 Then, being divinely warned in a dream that they should not return to
Herod, they departed for their own country another way.

Here's what | believe took place James concerning what you shared and it hopefully will be clear
at the end of this post.

Mary and Joseph lived in Nazareth.

Quote: Luke 1:26-27 Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a city of Galilee
named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of
David. The virgina€™s name was Mary.

Caesar Augustus said; the whole world needed to be registered. Joseph was of the lineage of
David so he traveled back to his home town to register him and his new wife in this new
governmental census.

There must of been thousands of people on foot traveling at this time who participated in this
census. Bethlehem is five miles south of Jerusalem, while Nazareth is several hundred miles
north.

This is all pertinent so bear with me.

When they get to Bethlehem Mary who is with child delivers her baby, there is no room at the inn
and then we have this passage:

Quote: Luke 2:7 And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths,
and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.

Next we see the shepherds being visited by a whole Angelic host, praising God for what has taken
place.

| believe the three wise men possibly could be entering Jerusalem at this same time. At this point |
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am assuming Joseph could of had relatives and they moved temporarily to a house. The wise
men came to see Jesus at a "house" we know for sure, which possibly could of been relatives of
Joseph. But we don't have all the information here so | would assume this, because you did
mention renting or buying a place to stay in. It seems logical that he had relatives there.

The point is, | think it almost had to be close to the time Jesus was circumcised, eight days after
He was born, Mary had to stay somewhere so when she went to the temple to be purified by her
sacrifices. There is a number of events that take place at the same time. The known facts are
intertwined in both books, Matthew and Luke.

The wise men show up and are warned in a dream, they leave by another route, Herod is angry
and goes and murders thousands of children in Bethlehem and the surrounding districts, while
Joseph who is warned in a dream, flees to Egypt. | believe they were only in Egypt a very short
time and that Herod died within a month of killing all these children.

The problem | ran across in this event was that Luke says when the child was circumcised eight
days later that Mary fulfilled her purification that they returned to their own city in Nazareth.

Quote: Luke 2:21 And when eight days were completed for the circumcision of the Child, His
name was called Jesus, the name given by the angel before He was conceived in the womb.

22 Now when the days of her purification according to the law of Moses were completed, they
brought Him to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord

In the temple Simeon prophesies and then it says:

Quote: Luke 2:39 So when they had performed all things according to the law of the Lord, they
returned to Galilee, to their own city, Nazareth.

Between verse 21 and verse 22 is when Herod died and they returned. | looked up the passage in
Leviticus about the circumcising of a boy and the purification time of a woman.

[quote] Leviticus 12:1 Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 a€ceSpeak to the children of
Israel, saying: &4€°If a woman has conceived, and borne a male child, then she shall be unclean
seven days; as in the days of her customary impurity she shall be unclean. 3 And on the eighth
day the flesh of his foreskin shall be circumcised.

4 She shall then continue in the blood of her purification thirty-three days. She shall not touch any
hallowed thing, nor come into the sanctuary until the days of her purification are fulfilled.

Mary could not go into the Temple until this time period had ended, they very well could of learned
at this time that Archelaus was ruling over Judea by what this passage in Matthew states:
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Quote: Matthew 2:19 Now when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a
dream to Joseph in Egypt, 20 saying, a€ceArise, take the young Child and His mother, and go to
the land of Israel, for those who sought the young Childa€™s life are dead.a€+ 21 Then he arose,
took the young Child and His mother, and came into the land of Israel.

| believe this is another gap that he learned this information below after they returned to the
Temple for Mary's time of purification.

Quote: 22 But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea instead of his father Herod,
he was afraid to go there. And being warned by God in a dream, he turned aside into the region of
Galilee. 23 And he came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth, that it might be fulfilled which was
spoken by the prophets, &€ceHe shall be called a Nazarene.a€e

Please read both accounts together and you'll see why it seems to be an apparent contradiction,
and why | came to this conclusion here. Herod had to have died shortly after his killing spree and
Joseph and Mary would of returned to the temple for her to be able to offer the sacrifices to fulfill
the law for a woman's purification. | agree with what you shared Matthew used the term "young
child" but he was speaking of Jesus as a baby.

| sure hoped this answered your question and | was able to make it plain enough to understand.

Gary

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by james on Mon, 13 Jan 2014 21:19:21 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

| have been meditating on just how blessed we are to have been given 'eyes to see & ears to
hear'. Throughout the NT these phrases are mentioned over and over, as you, Gary have
mentioned several times. | was reading Matthew chapter 13 where Jesus gives 7 parables
concerning The Kingdom of heaven and no one could understand the meanings except His
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disciples and even then He had to explain the meaning to them. And they wondered and
guestioned Him why He spoke in parables to the multitudes...

"He answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries of the
kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given.

For whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and he shall have more abundance: but whosoever
hath not, from him shall be taken away even that he hath.

Therefore speak | to them in parables:because they seeing see not, and hearing they hear not;
neither do they understand.

And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah, which saith, By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not
understand; and seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive:

For this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have
closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should
understand with their heart, and should be converted, and | should heal them.

But blessed are your eyes, for they see: and your ears, for they hear.

For verily | say unto you, That many prophets and righteous men have desired to see those things

which ye see, and have not seen them; and to hear those things which ye hear, and have not
heard them." Matthew 13:11-17

Thank You Jesus, thank You!

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Gary on Tue, 14 Jan 2014 07:24:33 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Quote: | have been meditating on just how blessed we are to have been given 'eyes to see & ears
to hear'. Throughout the NT these phrases are mentioned over and over, as you, Gary have
mentioned several times. | was reading Matthew chapter 13 where Jesus gives 7 parables
concerning The Kingdom of heaven and no one could understand the meanings except His
disciples and even then He had to explain the meaning to them. And they wondered and
guestioned Him why He spoke in parables to the multitudes...
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| don't understand it completely by any means. God has chosen some to see and hear. Even His
disciples did not have full understanding at the beginning. The Pharisees and Sadducees were
totally blinded to what was taking place.

Between Matthew 2:23 and Matthew 3:1 we see another time gap:

Quote: 2:23 And he came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth, that it might be fulfilled which was
spoken by the prophets, &€ceHe shall be called a Nazarene.a€e

3:1 3 In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea,

It sounds like when Mary and Joseph went to Nazareth, in those days John the Baptist came
preaching. But as we all know there is a thirty year period in between these two verses.

From the beginning | don't know if they fully knew what was going on. Mary and Zacharias had a
visitation from an Angel, Joseph had a number of dreams, the shepherds were visited by an
Angelic choir, and many prophecies were being fulfilled. Hosea, Micah, Jeremiah, and Isaiah, their
prophecies are quoted in just the first few chapters of Matthew and Luke.

God did nothing in secret. Right from the beginning the chief priests and scribes were called into

Herod's presence to explain when the Christ was to be born. The Chief Priests and Scribes were

there when the wise men came to see the King of the Jews. Were they excited over this news, no
it looks like they were troubled:

Quote: 3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 And
when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he inquired of them
where the Christ was to be born.

5 So they said to him, &€celn Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it is written by the prophet:

6

a€"But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
Are not the least among the rulers of Judah;
For out of you shall come a Ruler

Who will shepherd My people Israel.&€™a€e

The shepherds were telling everyone what took place out in the fields:
Quote:17 Now when they had seen Him, they made widely known the saying which was told them

concerning this Child. 18 And all those who heard it marveled at those things which were told
them by the shepherds.
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Thirty years later, John the Baptist comes with a message of repentance.

Most people today even government officials have a basic idea of what is about to happen. The
return of Jesus, the mark of the beast, one world ruler.

When God starts moving by His Spirit and setting things into motion in these end times, many will
be troubled. Maybe its true what they say, "History always repeats itself".

Jesus said; Let not your heart be troubled:

Quote: John 14:1
a€oeLet not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me.

John 14:27
Peace | leave with you, My peace | give to you; not as the world gives do | give to you. Let not
your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.

If we believe there is a God, then He says, believe in "me".
We have nothing to fear its Gods good pleasure to give us the Kingdom.

Gary

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by james on Tue, 14 Jan 2014 15:40:52 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Gary wrote on Sun, 12 January 2014 04:33
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| will try to make an attempt here to explain. The three wise men are only found in Matthews
gospel. We know they came from the East and from another country.

| have always thought there were three wise men, BUT, | can't find where The Bible records the
number of wise men, not in Matthew or Luke (he doesn't mention the wise men at all.) It tells us
that there were three 'gifts’ brought unto Jesus, gold, frankincense, and myrrh...but not how 'many’
wise men there were that came from the east.

| have never questioned it (the assumption that there were three) nor noticed it....but a brother
who enjoys reading on OO (but not posting) noticed it and sent a gentle correction. So | guess this
proves that, no, we sure don't know and understand everything. (just in case anyone thought we
did.....think we knew and understood everything.)

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Gary on Tue, 14 Jan 2014 16:29:51 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

james wrote on Tue, 14 January 2014 10:40Gary wrote on Sun, 12 January 2014 04:33
| will try to make an attempt here to explain. The three wise men are only found in Matthews
gospel. We know they came from the East and from another country.

| have always thought there were three wise men, BUT, | can't find where The Bible records the
number of wise men, not in Matthew or Luke (he doesn't mention the wise men at all.) It tells us
that there were three 'gifts’ brought unto Jesus, gold, frankincense, and myrrh...but not how 'many’
wise men there were that came from the east.

| have never questioned it (the assumption that there were three) nor noticed it....but a brother
who enjoys reading on OO (but not posting) noticed it and sent a gentle correction. So | guess this
proves that, no, we sure don't know and understand everything. (just in case anyone thought we
did.....think we knew and understood everything.)

Well another eye opener to say the least. I'll have to go back and look at that scripture but I'm not
guestioning what your saying but want to take a good look here. | realized they were not at the
manger scene but assumed there was three, like everyone else | guess.

That brings up the thought again; How many things have we been taught that is ingrained in our
thinking?
This is very good and was glad you shared it.
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Gary

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by james on Tue, 14 Jan 2014 17:06:03 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

james wrote on Mon, 13 January 2014 15:191 have been meditating on just how blessed we are to
have been given 'eyes to see & ears to hear'. Throughout the NT these phrases are mentioned
over and over, as you, Gary have mentioned several times. | was reading Matthew chapter 13
where Jesus gives 7 parables concerning The Kingdom of heaven and no one could understand
the meanings except His disciples and even then He had to explain the meaning to them.

Here's another example of 'getting my eyes opened', | was reading Mark's account of the parable
of the sower and in chapter four verse ten it says; "And when He was alone, they that were about
Him with the twelve asked of Him the parable.” | had assumed from Matthew's account (and
Luke's)that it was just the 'twelve disciples' because they were chosen to have the mysteries of
the kingdom revealed to them, but obviously from Mark there were other disciples (followers of
Jesus) that He shared deeper truths with besides 'the twelve'. Ever noticed that besides reference
to 'the shepherd and the sheep' (chapter 10) the book of John doesn't record any parables?

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Gary on Wed, 15 Jan 2014 00:05:07 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

james wrote on Tue, 14 January 2014 12:06james wrote on Mon, 13 January 2014 15:19I have
been meditating on just how blessed we are to have been given 'eyes to see & ears to hear'.
Throughout the NT these phrases are mentioned over and over, as you, Gary have mentioned
several times. | was reading Matthew chapter 13 where Jesus gives 7 parables concerning The
Kingdom of heaven and no one could understand the meanings except His disciples and even
then He had to explain the meaning to them.

Here's another example of 'getting my eyes opened', | was reading Mark's account of the parable
of the sower and in chapter four verse ten it says; "And when He was alone, they that were about
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Him with the twelve asked of Him the parable.” | had assumed from Matthew's account (and
Luke's)that it was just the 'twelve disciples' because they were chosen to have the mysteries of
the kingdom revealed to them, but obviously from Mark there were other disciples (followers of
Jesus) that He shared deeper truths with besides 'the twelve'. Ever noticed that besides reference
to 'the shepherd and the sheep' (chapter 10) the book of John doesn't record any parables?

It's interesting that most of those disciples ended up forsaking the Lord when they did not
understand His teaching.

Quote: 60 Therefore many of His disciples, when they heard this, said, &€ceThis is a hard saying;
who can understand it?a€e

61 When Jesus knew in Himself that His disciples complained about this, He said to them,
a€meDoes this offend you? 62 What then if you should see the Son of Man ascend where He was
before? 63 It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing. The words that | speak to you
are spirit, and they are life. 64 But there are some of you who do not believe.a€« For Jesus knew
from the beginning who they were who did not believe, and who would betray Him. 65 And He
said, a€ceTherefore | have said to you that no one can come to Me unless it has been granted to
him by My Father.a€e

66 From that time many of His disciples went back and walked with Him no more. 67 Then Jesus
said to the twelve, &€ceDo you also want to go away?a€e

68 But Simon Peter answered Him, &€celLord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of
eternal life. 69 Also we have come to believe and know that You are the Christ, the Son of the
living God.&€e

"No one can come to Jesus unless it has been granted them by the Father." This is where Grace
becomes "amazing". Peter said: Where will we go you have the words of eternal life, and we have
come to "know" you are the Son of the Living God.

Gary

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
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Posted by Gary on Wed, 15 Jan 2014 06:32:41 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Quote: Matthew 3:3 In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 2
and saying, a€ceRepent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!a€+ 3 For this is he who was
spoken of by the prophet Isaiah, saying:

a€mThe voice of one crying in the wilderness:
a€ Prepare the way of the Lord;
Make His paths straight.a€™a€e

What a contrast from what we see today. John comes preaching Repentance, and people
respond. This is a true revival taking place. They start coming from miles away to hear what this
man has to say and many confessed their sins, and were Baptized.

Quote: 5 Then Jerusalem, all Judea, and all the region around the Jordan went out to him 6 and
were baptized by him in the Jordan, confessing their sins.

There was no gimmicks, no advertising campaign. Just by Word of mouth people came from miles
away. Its amazing we don't see John performing miracles, healings, or doing wonders but he is
crying out for men to repent of their sins.

The Bible tells us who was ruling in the government and who the High Priests were in Jerusalem
at that time period. The Word of God came to this man who dwelt in the Wilderness and all men
were confronted with their sin:

Quote: Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of
Judea, Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of lturea and the region of
Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, 2 while Annas and Caiaphas were high priests, the
word of God came to John the son of Zacharias in the wilderness.

This Herod is a different person from the one we read about earlier, he is tetrarch of Galilee where
Jesus was raised as a child. This is the same man who John told it was unlawful for him to be
married to Phillip his brothers wife. John the Baptist never backed down from speaking out against
"sin", whether it was a government official of Rome or to the Pharisees and Sadducees who were
over the temple in Jerusalem.

Quote: 7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said
to them, &€ceBrood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?

| honestly look for the two prophets who return to the earth, to be men who speak out against alll
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of the sin in men's lives. The difference between them and John is they will come with the power
of God. John came preparing the way of the Lord for His ministry.

Today were all being told by the world and the media; everyone needs to be politically correct,
let's not mention sin as it may offend someone.

John did not back down but spoke boldly in the name of the Lord. The Pharisees and Sadducees
disliked John, as well as those in the world who loved their sins. The world will vehemently hate
the two prophets as we see in God's Word.

Jesus said; They hated me without a cause.

[quote] John 15:23 He who hates Me hates My Father also. 24 If | had not done among them the
works which no one else did, they would have no sin; but now they have seen and also hated both
Me and My Father. 25 But this happened that the word might be fulfilled which is written in their
law, &€ They hated Me without a cause. [/quote}

The creature does not want to hear what the Creator has to say to him. This is sad because God
only wants what is best for mankind.

Even though John preached against sin there were those who heard the call and turned to the
Lord. We find ourselves in the same place today, the world does not want to hear about sin, but
there are some who will listen. Jesus warned us that they will hate us as they hated Him:

[quote]9 &€ceThen they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill you, and you will be hated by all
nations for My namea€™s sake. 10 And then many will be offended, will betray one another, and
will hate one another. [/quote]

John is a good example showing us we do not have to impress anyone with a miracle ministry as
many try to do today, just preach the word and the Father will draw those that He has elected to
Jesus. We are preparing the way of the Lord for His soon return.

Praise His Holy Name.

Gary
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Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Gary on Thu, 16 Jan 2014 18:15:19 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

John the Baptist came in the spirit and power of Elijah as the Angel told his father:

Quote: 13 But the angel said to him, &€ceDo not be afraid, Zacharias, for your prayer is heard;
and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John. 14 And you will
have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth. 15 For he will be great in the sight of the
Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink. He will also be filled with the Holy Spirit, even
from his mothera€™s womb. 16 And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their
God. 17 He will also go before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, &€™to turn the hearts of the
fathers to the children,a€™ and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready a people
prepared for the Lord.&€e

What is interesting here again, is we do not see signs, wonders, and miracles but a man who
preached repentance.

The Pharisees and Sadducee did not like John and his message. Repentance and being Baptized
was the Will of the Father.

Quote: 29 And when all the people heard Him, even the tax collectors justified God, having been
baptized with the baptism of John. 30 But the Pharisees and lawyers rejected the will of God for
themselves, not having been baptized by him.

Shortly after the Lord came from the wilderness and His temptation, John was thrown in Prison.
Its interesting that he had a special calling in life and then to see his ministry only taking place for
a short time period.

Quote: 11 Then the devil left Him (in the wilderness), and behold, angels came and ministered to
Him.

12 Now when Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, He departed to Galilee.
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| believe when the man child goes forth to minister before the tribulation, it will be for a very short
time period, then "they" are caught up to the throne of God. Maybe its not in the scripture stating
this, but by the fact that we see in Revelations it says; As soon as the woman brings forth a man
child he is caught up to heaven. Implies they will not be here long.

Quote: And the dragon stood before the woman who was ready to give birth, to devour her Child
as soon as it was born. 5 She bore a male Child who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron. And
her Child was caught up to God and His throne. 6 Then the woman fled into the wilderness,

Quote:

18 For | consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the
glory which shall be revealed in us. 19 For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits
for the revealing of the sons of God.

| don't think any of us should be discouraged if it seems like nothing is happening, we should
continue to seek first His Kingdom and press on, for the prize that is set before us. God's Will and
Word will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Gary

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Gary on Fri, 17 Jan 2014 14:30:14 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

I'm going to have to stop here for a while. Somehow | got out of sync and this turned into a "fact”
finding mission which was never my initial attempt. | wanted to bring out the scriptures that make
Jesus real to each of us in our daily walk, as an encouragement.

There is a huge volume of information in every chapter if you consider what all the writers had to
say, plus there is a lot of Old Testament passages being quoted from the Prophets of the past.

Quote: 29 Jesus said to him, &€ceThomas, because you have seen Me, you have believed.
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.a€

30 And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in
this book; 31 but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God,
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and that believing you may have life in His name.

Men have distorted things in the Bible for centuries and it's good to see what really happened and
then to understand it. Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God.

Quote: 2 Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of
the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, 2 fulfill my joy by being like-minded, having the same love,
being of one accord, of one mind.

3 Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem
others better than himself. 4 Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the
interests of others.

Gary

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by james on Fri, 17 Jan 2014 14:43:20 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Understood! It's easy to get bogged down or tend to lose focus when we try to say too much at
one time. It's easier to keep things short and sweet, so to speak, and to the point. People get
swamped with too much info and lose interest, as we've witnessed in the past. Even when one is
passionate about a subject and The Lord is teaching and revealing truths to them, that doesn't
always mean that everyone else is ready for it. And as I've also learned, sometimes The Lord is
opening my eyes to something and I'm excited about it, but The Lord has already shown it to
others and so the 'excitement' isn't so mutual.

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Gary on Sat, 01 Feb 2014 12:19:21 GMT
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View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Reading through the gospels its apparent the disciples saw many manifestations or should | say
signs and wonders.

In the very beginning they saw and heard a voice speaking from heaven, water that was turned
into wine, withered hands restored like new, blind eyes opened, the mute could speak and hearing
restored. Jesus walking on the water, demons cast out of people, the storm stopping instantly
and the sea becoming calm, the dead coming back to life, a tree withering away, and several
disciples saw Jesus transformed before their eyes while talking to Moses and Elijah.

This is just to name a few that was recorded we can rest assured there was more then this from a
statement made in Johns Gospel.

Quote: John 21:25
And there are also many other things that Jesus did, which if they were written one by one, |
suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books that would be written. Amen.

Even with all their struggles and not having full understanding they knew without a doubt this was
the "Son of God".

When Jesus is crucified all hope was shattered and we find these same disciples hiding out and
dealing with what took place. On the road to Emmaus the disciples made this statement:

Quote: 18 Then the one whose name was Cleopas answered and said to Him, &€ceAre You the
only stranger in Jerusalem, and have You not known the things which happened there in these
days?a€e

19 And He said to them, &€ceWhat things?a€e.

So they said to Him, &€ceThe things concerning Jesus of Nazareth, who was a Prophet mighty in
deed and word before God and all the people, 20 and how the chief priests and our rulers
delivered Him to be condemned to death, and crucified Him. 21 But we were hoping that it was
He who was going to redeem Israel. Indeed, besides all this, today is the third day since these
things happened.

They were hoping He was the one who was to come to redeem Israel.

When the women went to the tomb and found it empty and Jesus appears to them, they rushed
back to tell the disciples the good news.
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The disciples thought this was just idle tales, what's going on here these women with their idle
tales.

Quote:Luke 24:11
And their words seemed to them like idle tales, and they did not believe them.

Here these men are frustrated and wondering what took place as they seen their hopes dashed
and to top it off the women come in and start a bunch of idle tales and it says they did not believe
them.

The emotions surly were running very high in this whole event. When Jesus was laid to rest in the
tomb there was three days that everyone had time to think about what took place, and | sure
many discussions were going on, and it appears all that they seen and heard for the last three
years was forgotten.

All the many times Jesus told them, taught them, and showed them of things to come fell by the
wayside. We see their struggles and having to work things out as the daily events unfolded.

Now two thousand years later we find ourselves having to take everything by "Faith". Faith as we
all know; is the substance of things hoped for the evidence of things not seen.

We know that God is true and what He has said in His Word is true and will come to pass even if
we do not believe it. God's Word will prevail.

| was thinking the disciples of Jesus had it so much better as they were there and could see all
that took place and it was easier for them to believe. But when you look at the scriptures they still
had to deal with learning what Faith was about while learning to walk with God.

The scriptures say:

Quote: 8 Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye
rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory:

9 Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls.

Quote: 16 But blessed are your eyes, for they see: and your ears, for they hear.

17 For verily | say unto you, That many prophets and righteous men have desired to see those
things which ye see, and have not seen them; and to hear those things which ye hear, and have
not heard them.
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The prophets of Old were looking ahead but could not see what the disciples saw, we today are
looking in the past and see the things that they could not see taking place around them. From our
viewpoint we get a glimpse of the whole picture.

We have all heard that Faith is a walk. We see and know God by our Faith, we have to choose to
walk with God by Faith. Now that we know the Lord | cannot imagine going through life as we get
older and not having Him to lean on.

All the worldly attractions and distractions are but dung compared to knowing and following the
Lamb of God. While the world is falling apart around us, we can rest under the shadow of His
wings. Faith knows; That He will take care of us and provide and He will never leave or forsake
us.

Amen and Amen.

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Gary on Sun, 02 Feb 2014 11:52:49 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

With everything that takes place in life there is always the other side of the story, which in this
case appears mind boggling.

The Pharisees, Sadducees, Lawyers, Scribes, all saw many of the same miracles or wonders take
place.

Take for instance the man with the withered hand. They saw this man on a regular basis, he came
to their synagogue weekly, many might of knew him when he was younger. Many probably knew
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when he had this condition of his hand withering up or could be he was born with this condition.

Jesus comes to the synagogue and heals this man right before their eyes. His withered hand is
made new and the man has a hand that is like the other one right before their eyes. What takes
place next?

They were filled with "rage"?

Quote:10 And when He had looked around at them all, He said to the man, &€oeStretch out your
hand.&€« And he did so, and his hand was restored as whole as the other. 11 But they were filled
with rage, and discussed with one another what they might do to Jesus.

Jesus healed people daily while ministering, but it was when He healed people on the Sabbath,
that it caused the greatest amount of hate and rage being manifested. Their are many events
mentioned in the Gospels, which record what took place on the Sabbath day.

This happened on a number of occasions. A woman is bound by satan and is bowed over and
cannot raise herself up. Jesus heals her and the rulers are offended.

Quote:10 Now He was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. 11 And behold, there
was a woman who had a spirit of infirmity eighteen years, and was bent over and could in no way
raise herself up. 12 But when Jesus saw her, He called her to Him and said to her, &€ccWoman,
you are loosed from your infirmity.&€+ 13 And He laid His hands on her, and immediately she was
made straight, and glorified God.

14 But the ruler of the synagogue answered with indignation, because Jesus had healed on the
Sabbath; and he said to the crowd, &oceThere are six days on which men ought to work; therefore
come and be healed on them, and not on the Sabbath day.a€

Its amazing that these men in leadership seen miracles right before their eyes, and then would be
moved with indignation, rage, and would end up plotting to destroy someone who was only doing
good.

Seeing they see but cannot see, and hearing they hear but cannot hear.

Their traditions blinded them from the truth. Is it any different today?
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Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Gary on Mon, 03 Feb 2014 10:48:51 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

One quick note this morning worth mentioning is:

| am very surprised how the Roman government could just have someone murdered at the drop of
a hat. They suffered no consequences for their deeds.

When Jesus was born Herod has hundreds of children put to death in Bethlehem and the
surrounding districts.

Later a different Herod trying to please his daughter and save face before the other Romans at his
little party, had John the Baptist beheaded.

| had always thought the Roman government was a little more civilized but it appears they could
do what ever they wanted.

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by james on Mon, 03 Feb 2014 14:46:30 GMT
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View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Gary wrote on Mon, 03 February 2014 04:480ne quick note this morning worth mentioning is:

| am very surprised how the Roman government could just have someone murdered at the drop of
a hat. They suffered no consequences for their deeds.

When Jesus was born Herod has hundreds of children put to death in Bethlehem and the
surrounding districts.

Later a different Herod trying to please his daughter and save face before the other Romans at his
little party, had John the Baptist beheaded.

| had always thought the Roman government was a little more civilized but it appears they could
do what ever they wanted.

Remember Gary that Rome was the dominant power in the world at that time, they answered to
no one. While they did invent/start/come up with many things still used by nations and peoples
today, they were very blood thirsty and enjoyed allowing their senses to guide them. Feeding
Christians to lions and having gluttonous feasts was common in their era.

We're much more civilized today, our society enjoys watching people try to hurt one another in
'sports’ and killing unborn babies (50 million over the last 40 yrs.), while being the most obese
people ever(which mostly comes from overeating<gluttony>).

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Gary on Tue, 04 Feb 2014 10:19:31 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

james wrote on Mon, 03 February 2014 09:46Gary wrote on Mon, 03 February 2014 04:480ne
quick note this morning worth mentioning is:

| am very surprised how the Roman government could just have someone murdered at the drop of
a hat. They suffered no consequences for their deeds.

When Jesus was born Herod has hundreds of children put to death in Bethlehem and the
surrounding districts.

Later a different Herod trying to please his daughter and save face before the other Romans at his
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little party, had John the Baptist beheaded.

| had always thought the Roman government was a little more civilized but it appears they could
do what ever they wanted.

Remember Gary that Rome was the dominant power in the world at that time, they answered to
no one. While they did invent/start/come up with many things still used by nations and peoples
today, they were very blood thirsty and enjoyed allowing their senses to guide them. Feeding
Christians to lions and having gluttonous feasts was common in their era.

We're much more civilized today, our society enjoys watching people try to hurt one another in
'sports’ and killing unborn babies (50 million over the last 40 yrs.), while being the most obese
people ever(which mostly comes from overeating<gluttony>).

Actually that's a very good point to make. After reading your comment, | thought about all their
animated movies that are filled with brutality.

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by james on Tue, 04 Feb 2014 15:57:32 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Gary wrote on Tue, 04 February 2014 04:19After reading your comment, | thought about all their
animated movies that are filled with brutality.

At first | thought you were saying that you've seen 'movies' discovered from the Roman
empire, kinda like the Dead Sea Scrolls. That would make them antiquated instead of
animated...Not to mention very valuable.lol
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Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Gary on Tue, 04 Feb 2014 21:33:20 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

James,

It was very early in the morning when | wrote that, and as you can see it was my day to write the
wrong things. LOL

Lord Bless,
Gary

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Marilyn Crow on Fri, 07 Feb 2014 04:10:36 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Hi Gary & James,

Quote: it was my day to write the wrong things. LOL"

Sometimes it is not the day but the time of day for me now.

Well, it is a journey. I've so had a great time with my friend from early school days & if my strength
improves as it is | will visit her next year when Trevor is on his fishing trip with the fellas. Sandy
lives in Queensland, so that will be hot & humid. But she loves to play music & we had a great

time playing - not piano duets as children but guitar duets as adults.

It is so important don't you think to keep those relationships going as we travel life's journey
together.

Blessings, Marilyn.

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Gary on Sat, 08 Feb 2014 12:42:19 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Quote: Marilyn Wrote: It is so important don't you think to keep those relationships going as we
travel life's journey together.
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Very Important! The Lord has been dealing with me about this. God has brought a man across
my path who | do not believe will be on this earth long because of certain ailments unless God
heals and restores him.

| appreciate it if you and your friends will remember to pray for this man's salvation. His name is
Ralph.

Lord Bless,
Gary

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Marilyn Crow on Sun, 09 Feb 2014 05:39:45 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Hi Gary,

Trevor & | prayed for you & Ralph. Trevor prayed that God would give you wisdom & insight while
for Ralph he prayed that he would come to a saving knowledge of our Lord.

We'll keep this situation in our prayers, Marilyn.

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Gary on Sun, 09 Feb 2014 09:37:10 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Marilyn Crow wrote on Sun, 09 February 2014 00:39Hi Gary,

Trevor & | prayed for you & Ralph. Trevor prayed that God would give you wisdom & insight while
for Ralph he prayed that he would come to a saving knowledge of our Lord.

We'll keep this situation in our prayers, Marilyn.

Thank you very much, this man was raised in a Christian home, but | don't quite understand what
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is holding him back.

| use to think it was strange in the Book of Kings and Chronicles that a king would serve the Lord,
but then his son would be wicked before the Lord. You would think the son would follow in his
fathers footsteps. Later the wicked King after taking the throne we see his son would turn to the
Lord.

| have come to the conclusion each new generation needs a visitation from the Lord. Its not to
much different today a lot of times the children turn from the Lord and follow the world.

Tell Trevor, Ay Mate appreciate the prayers.

Gary

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Gary on Wed, 19 Feb 2014 11:01:51 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Isit1? Isitl?
The disciples were perplexed and in one place it says they were sorrowful.
Quote: Matthew 26:20-22

20 When evening had come, He sat down with the twelve. 21 Now as they were eating, He said,
a€omeAssuredly, | say to you, one of you will betray Me.a€-

22 And they were exceedingly sorrowful, and each of them began to say to Him, &€ceLord, is it
|?78€e

John 13:21 When Jesus had said these things, He was troubled in spirit, and testified and said,
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a€mxeMost assuredly, | say to you, one of you will betray Me.&€+ 22 Then the disciples looked at
one another, perplexed about whom He spoke.

| find it interesting that the disciples would ask this question. Is it | Lord? That would be sad to
think about, am | the one who is going to betray the Lord.

They were sorrowful and perplexed and no one knew who would betray Jesus. But each of them
asked the question, "Is it I'?

In John's account above, we see even the Lord was troubled about this as well. Whether it was
because He knew His time was drawing close or maybe because a man He was friends with all
those years had chosen to become His enemy, and would turn Jesus in. For just 30 pieces of
silver.

I'm sure this had every ones curiosity up, who in this group would betray the Lord.

| love this next passage of scripture, where we see John laying his head on the Lord like a pillow
and then Peter trying to secretly get some information on who was the betrayer.

Quote: 23 Now there was leaning on Jesusa€™ bosom one of His disciples, whom Jesus loved.
24 Simon Peter therefore motioned to him to ask who it was of whom He spoke.

The rest of the story: Even Judas put on a pretense and tried to act like he was unaware who
would do such a thing. He states; Is it I?

Quote: 25 Then Judas, who was betraying Him, answered and said, &€ceRabbi, is it 17a€.

He said to him, &€ceYou have said it.a€-

Jesus told him whatever you got to do, do it quickly.

Quote: 25 Then, leaning back on Jesusa€™ breast, John said to Him, &€ceLord, who is it?a€e

26 Jesus answered, a€celt is he to whom | shall give a piece of bread when | have dipped it.a€.
And having dipped the bread, He gave it to Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon. 27 Now after the
piece of bread, Satan entered him. Then Jesus said to him, &ceWhat you do, do quickly.a€s

28 But no one at the table knew for what reason He said this to him. 29 For some thought,
because Judas had the money box, that Jesus had said to him, &€ceBuy those things we need for

the feast,a€- or that he should give something to the poor.

30 Having received the piece of bread, he then went out immediately. And it was night.
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Its a blessing that we can look back and see all the events as they transpired, if anything this
should give us a greater faith in the Lord, for allowing us to see what happened and to understand
why it took place.

Quote:John 20:29 Jesus said to him, &€ceThomas, because you have seen Me, you have
believed.
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.a€e

"Faith is the substance of things hoped for the evidence of things not seen.”

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by james on Wed, 19 Feb 2014 14:44:.46 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

When | began to get serious in my Christian walk | remember crying out unto The Lord when |
would yield to temptation and sin; I'd ask for help in understanding and DOING that which He'd
called me (and everyone who says they're followers of Him) to do which was take up my cross
daily and follow Him. | have climbed down from the cross to "save myself" more times than | care
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to remember, but for the salvation of all who would believe, He didn't. And He could have, just as
easily as I've came down. | am SO thankful Jesus didn't come down and save Himself but rather
suffered and died and rose again for our salvation.

"And they that passed by railed on Him, wagging their heads, and saying, Ah, thou that destroyest
the temple, and buildest it in three days,

Save thyself, and come down from the cross." Mark 15:29-30

"Likewise also the chief priests mocking Him, witht the scribes and elders, said,

He saved others; himself he cannot save. If he be the King of Israel, let him come down from the
cross, and we will believe him." Matthew 27:41-42

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Gary on Sat, 22 Feb 2014 13:15:12 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Jesus said:
Quote: 27 a€ceBut | say to you who hear:
Again those who come to Him and hears and does the Will of God:

Quote: 46 a€ceBut why do you call Me &€"Lord, Lord,a€™ and not do the things which | say? 47
Whoever comes to Me, and hears My sayings and does them, | will show you whom he is like:

I'm amazed how many times the Word of God stresses "hearing" what is being said.

Quote:
James 1:21-23

21 Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and receive with meekness the
implanted word, which is able to save your souls.

22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23 For if anyone is a
hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing his natural face in a mirror;
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7 Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see Him, even they who pierced Him. And
all the tribes of the earth will mourn because of Him. Even so, Amen.

8 a€cel am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End,a€- says the Lord, &€cewho is
and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.a€e.

3 Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things
which are written in it; for the time is near.
From Matthew to Revelations its to those who hear. Thanks be to God who has given us ears to

hear in this hour.

29 &€ceHe who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.a€+«a€™

| believe we have to go by the Word of God and what the Spirit says concerning His Word. As it
says in the Book of James: "receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save
your souls."

25 But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer
but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does.
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Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Gary on Mon, 24 Feb 2014 08:33:53 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

John 13:26 Jesus answered, &€celt is he to whom | shall give a piece of bread when | have
dipped it.a€+ And having dipped the bread, He gave it to Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon. 27
Now after the piece of bread, Satan entered him. Then Jesus said to him, &ceWhat you do, do
quickly.a€« 28 But no one at the table knew for what reason He said this to him.

The Lord probably realized that Satan had entered Judas while everyone else did not have a clue.
| find it interesting that the Chief Priests, Scribes, Lawyers and guards were waiting for information
on the betrayal, and they did not realize that Satan himself showed up at their meeting through

Judas.

It's hard to understand with all the miracles they saw, that they became filled with rage and were
offended when they took place, especially if it was on the Sabbath.

Religious rules can blind men from the truth of God's Word.
| think men have this attitude that if they break a religious rule that they are offending God. But if

they keep their rules and do not break them, they can live how they want and feel like they are
pleasing God.
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Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by james on Wed, 05 Mar 2014 15:34:11 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Gary wrote on Fri, 17 January 2014 08:30 | wanted to bring out the scriptures that make Jesus
real to each of us in our daily walk, as an encouragement.

Here's something (gleaned from the Gospels)that spoke to my heart this morning in my daily
reading, it's found in Luke chapter 19, starting with verse 37...

"And when He was come nigh, even now at the descent of the mount of Olives, the whole
multitude of the disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty
works that they had seen;

Saying, Blessed be the King that cometh in the name of The LORD: peace in heaven, and glory in
the highest.

And some of the Pharisees from among the multitude said unto Him, Master, rebuke Thy
disciples.

And He answered and said unto them, | tell you that, if these should hold their peace, the stones
would immediately cry out.” Luke 19:37-40

| choose to rejoice and praise Him today, | didn't see what ‘they' saw, but | have been given the
most precious gift ever given, salvation through Him. They didn't know what was about to happen
shortly, but because of His sacrifice of Himself | have eternal life. He not only suffered on my
behalf, He died on my behalf, and He arose from the grave conquering death forever on my
behalf.(read | Corinthians 15 prayerfully and allow God's Word to strengthen and encourage you)

Once again I'm so moved by God's great Love revealed to us throughout scripture...Bless His
Holy Name, thank You Father, thank You Jesus, thank You Holy Spirit

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Gary on Fri, 07 Mar 2014 12:12:50 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Luke 13 There were present at that season some who told Him about the Galileans whose blood
Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices.
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2 And Jesus answered and said to them, a€ceDo you suppose that these Galileans were worse
sinners than all other Galileans, because they suffered such things? 3 | tell you, no; but unless
you repent you will all likewise perish. 4 Or those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and
killed them, do you think that they were worse sinners than all other men who dwelt in Jerusalem?
5 | tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish.a€e

Its interesting when a tragedy takes place people start saying its the judgement of God, assuming
the people where more wicked then themselves. Insurance companies go so far as saying its an
"act of God".

Jesus says to all, "but unless you repent you will all likewise perish.”

God allows things to take place on the Earth but it does not mean He is the one behind the
destruction. If Job teaches us anything, it shows who is behind all of the chaos in the world.

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Gary on Sat, 29 Mar 2014 13:47:26 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

What an amazing situation the disciples and other followers of Jesus must of found themselves in.
They personally were there and was able hear the Lord teach and to see all the works that He
performed. Blind eyes opened, the deaf could hear, demons screaming out at His presence.

Then we see the story about Lazarus.

Mary and Martha sent word that their brother was sick, Jesus decided to stay where He was at for
a couple more days.

Quote: 11 Now a certain man was sick, Lazarus of Bethany, the town of Mary and her sister
Martha. 2 It was that Mary who anointed the Lord with fragrant oil and wiped His feet with her hair,
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whose brother Lazarus was sick. 3 Therefore the sisters sent to Him, saying, &€celLord, behold, he
whom You love is sick.a€e

4 When Jesus heard that, He said, &€ceThis sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God,
that the Son of God may be glorified through it.a€e

5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So, when He heard that he was sick, He
stayed two more days in the place where He was.

When it was time to leave He tells his disciples that Lazarus is asleep, which they thought he was
healed, but Jesus told them he was dead.

Quote: 7 Then after this He said to the disciples, a€celet us go to Judea again.a€e

8 The disciples said to Him, &€ceRabbi, lately the Jews sought to stone You, and are You going
there again?a€e.

9 Jesus answered, a€ceAre there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in the day, he does
not stumble, because he sees the light of this world. 10 But if one walks in the night, he stumbles,
because the light is not in him.&€« 11 These things He said, and after that He said to them,
a€ceOur friend Lazarus sleeps, but | go that | may wake him up.a€e

12 Then His disciples said, &€ceLord, if he sleeps he will get well.a€+ 13 However, Jesus spoke of
his death, but they thought that He was speaking about taking rest in sleep.

14 Then Jesus said to them plainly, &€oceLazarus is dead. 15 And | am glad for your sakes that |
was not there, that you may believe. Nevertheless let us go to him.a€e.

16 Then Thomas, who is called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, &€celLet us also go, that we
may die with Him.&€e

Jesus tells them | am glad He is dead and that He was not there to heal him so, They would
"believe".[/quote]

To really know and believe that He was the "Son of God".

When they arrived, Martha runs out to meet the Lord and confesses, Lord | believe you are the
Son of God, and one day Lazarus will arise in the resurrection, Mary being warned by Martha the
Jesus had arrived and basically says the same thing. Many friends and family follow Mary out to
Jesus was and hear the conversation taking place. They told Him to come to the grave and see
for yourself.
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Quote: 17 So when Jesus came, He found that he had already been in the tomb four days. 18
Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles away. 19 And many of the Jews had joined
the women around Martha and Mary, to comfort them concerning their brother.

20 Now Martha, as soon as she heard that Jesus was coming, went and met Him, but Mary was
sitting in the house. 21 Now Martha said to Jesus, a€celLord, if You had been here, my brother
would not have died. 22 But even now | know that whatever You ask of God, God will give
You.a€e

23 Jesus said to her, &€ceYour brother will rise again.a€e
24 Martha said to Him, &€cel know that he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.a€e

25 Jesus said to her, &€cel am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he
may die, he shall live. 26 And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe
this?a€.

27 She said to Him, 4€ceYes, Lord, | believe that You are the Christ, the Son of God, who is to
come into the world.a€e
Jesus and Death, the Last Enemy

28 And when she had said these things, she went her way and secretly called Mary her sister,
saying, a€ceThe Teacher has come and is calling for you.a4€+ 29 As soon as she heard that, she
arose quickly and came to Him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come into the town, but was in the
place where Martha met Him. 31 Then the Jews who were with her in the house, and comforting
her, when they saw that Mary rose up quickly and went out, followed her, saying, a€ceShe is
going to the tomb to weep there.&€e

32 Then, when Mary came where Jesus was, and saw Him, she fell down at His feet, saying to
Him, &€celLord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died.a€.

Even though everyone was saying Jesus is the Son of God, | don't know fully if they understood
all that was taking place.

Jesus then raises a man from the dead who had been in the grave for four days.

Quote: 33 Therefore, when Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her weeping,
He groaned in the spirit and was troubled. 34 And He said, &€ceWhere have you laid him?a€e.

They said to Him, &€ceLord, come and see.a€e

35 Jesus wept. 36 Then the Jews said, a€oeSee how He loved him!a€s
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37 And some of them said, &€ceCould not this Man, who opened the eyes of the blind, also have
kept this man from dying?a€e

38 Then Jesus, again groaning in Himself, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay
against it. 39 Jesus said, a€ceTake away the stone.a€e

Martha, the sister of him who was dead, said to Him, &€ceLord, by this time there is a stench, for
he has been dead four days.a€-

40 Jesus said to her, &€ceDid | not say to you that if you would believe you would see the glory of
God?a€- 41 Then they took away the stone from the place where the dead man was lying.[d] And
Jesus lifted up His eyes and said, &€ceFather, | thank You that You have heard Me. 42 And |
know that You always hear Me, but because of the people who are standing by | said this, that
they may believe that You sent Me.a€+ 43 Now when He had said these things, He cried with a
loud voice, &€celLazarus, come forth!a€s 44 And he who had died came out bound hand and foot
with graveclothes, and his face was wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, &€ceLoose him,
and let him go.

45 Then many of the Jews who had come to Mary, and had seen the things Jesus did, believed in
Him.

Many of the Jews who witnessed this event believed Jesus was the Son of God from that point
on.

What a wonderful time to have lived on the Earth, to actually know and see the Son of God and to
see all the works that He did among them.

Shortly there after a horrible tragedy takes place. They come and take Jesus and crucified Him.
That must of been overwhelming for the disciples as well. All the teachings they heard, all the
miracles they seen, and then have it all take away. Fear caused them to go into hiding. Peter who
was part of the inner circle denies the Lord before everybody and then runs out weeping because
he had remembered what the Lord told him. They probably at that time thought that the High
priest or the Roman guards would be knocking at their door, or why else would they hide?

Many doubted that He was the Son of God and some even said; We thought this is the one who
would redeem Israel.

Quote:21 But we were hoping that it was He who was going to redeem Israel.

Then to top it off the woman come running in to where they were hiding and said, we just saw
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angels at the tomb and Mary spoke with Jesus.

Every one was so amazed they thought these women sounded like they were telling idle tales.
What kind of gossip is this.

Quote: Luke 24:11
And their words seemed to them like idle tales, and they did not believe them.

When Jesus appeared to them they still did not believe.

Quote: 40 When He had said this, He showed them His hands and His feet. 41 But while they still
did not believe for joy, and marveled, He said to them, &€ceHave you any food here?a€« 42 So
they gave Him a piece of a broiled fish and some honeycomb. 43 And He took it and ate in their
presence.

It wasn't until the Lord opened their "understanding” that they believed the scriptures.

Quote: 45 And He opened their understanding, that they might comprehend the Scriptures.

Its amazing that we were not there personally but by being born again, we know that all these
scriptures are true, and that all of this did take place. Faith is being convinced in your heart, Now

faith is the substance of things hoped for the evidence of things not seen.

Everything written in the Bible is true, every word has been inspired by the Spirit of God. His
sheep can hear His voice and they follow Him wherever He goes.

No matter what the world is saying, and it does not matter if the whole world chooses the broad
way, we know that what God has said is true and is for all of us today.

We can take comfort in God's Word and those who choose to follow His way, and will and word,
He will in no way cast out. We know and believe that Jesus is the Son of God and that's all glory
to God's name that we can know this.

Praise God the word is a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path.

Gary
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Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Marilyn Crow on Sun, 30 Mar 2014 08:45:18 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Gary you said,

Quote:"What a wonderful time to have lived on the Earth, to actually know and see the Son of God
and to see all the works that He did among them.”

That is so true, it would have been wonderful to have seen Jesus in the flesh & see the wonderful
things He did.

And oh how wonderfully more are we blessed, to have Christ's Holy Spirit given after He
ascended to make in us His “divine nature.” (2 Peter 1: 4)

And as the Apostle Paul says,

‘what is the exceeding greatness of His power towards us who believe... the Body of
Christ."(Eph. 1: 15 - 23)

And again we are the generation who will see Jesus face to face.

‘we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. And
everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself...” (1 John 3: 2 & 3)

Finally,

"‘Blessed be the God & Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual
blessing in the heavenly places in Christ.” (Eph. 1: 3)

Amen & amen, Lord.

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Gary on Tue, 08 Apr 2014 07:42:56 GMT
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View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Quote:

20 Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene went to the tomb early, while it was still dark,
and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. 2 Then she ran and came to Simon
Peter, and to the other disciple, whom Jesus loved, and said to them, &€aeThey have taken away
the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid Him.&€e

What a horrible tragedy this must of seemed like. The people who followed Jesus for three years
have just found out the body of Jesus was missing. Having lived with Him and seen all He had
done: healing, delivering people, kind and gentle, one who called them friends and then to see
Him be taken by evil men as they crucified Him, must of been very traumatic.

Mary Magdalene goes down to the tomb early in the morning and finds the stone rolled away and
the body has been taken. Who would of done such a thing?, was probably running through their
minds.

Quote: 3 Peter therefore went out, and the other disciple, and were going to the tomb. 4 So they
both ran together, and the other disciple outran Peter and came to the tomb first. 5 And he,
stooping down and looking in, saw the linen cloths lying there; yet he did not go in. 6 Then Simon
Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb; and he saw the linen cloths lying there, 7 and
the handkerchief that had been around His head, not lying with the linen cloths, but folded
together in a place by itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who came to the tomb first, went in also;
and he saw and believed. 9 For as yet they did not know the Scripture, that He must rise again
from the dead. 10 Then the disciples went away again to their own homes.

John and Peter are seen running to the tomb, but it is empty. Can you imagine all the thoughts
that crossed their minds? Its bad enough they crucified Him but to now take His body.

Mary stays behind and is found weeping outside the tomb and as she glances in she sees two
angels who ask, Why are you weeping?

Why? She says; Because they have taken my Lord and | do not know where they have laid Him.

Turning quickly she sees a man who she thinks is the gardener and He also asks the question,
Woman, Why are you weeping?, Whom are you seeking?

Quote: 14 Now when she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, and did
not know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, &€ceWoman, why are you weeping? Whom are
you seeking?a€e
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She, supposing Him to be the gardener, said to Him,

Here next is a very beautiful portion of scripture. Words could not describe the feelings and
emotions behind this statement:

Quote:

a€ceSir, if You have carried Him away, tell me where You have laid Him, and | will take Him
away.a€e

Sir, tell me where you have laid Him and | will take Him away. Yes, | will take Him away where no
one will hurt Him any more.

| hope this one small passage of scripture blesses you as it as always blessed me. It speaks
volumes.

They truly loved the Lord and all He had stood for.

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Gary on Wed, 09 Apr 2014 09:14:17 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Here's an interesting statement:

Are you the Prophet? Probably know one can answer this but who was this Prophet that they are
asking about?
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Quote:
John 1:20-22

20 He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, &€cel am not the Christ.a€e

21 And they asked him, a€ceWhat then? Are you Elijah?a€s

He said, &€cel am not.a€e

a€oeAre you the Prophet?a€e

And he answered, 8€eNo.a€.

22 Then they said to him, &€ceWho are you, that we may give an answer to those who sent us?

What do you say about yourself?a€e

We know its not the Christ, and we know its not Elijah, but John did not answer back; what
prophet are you talking about. So he knew what they were asking and denied he was "the
prophet”.

Was Israel expecting a Prophet to arise on the scene, that was different from the Messiah?
John denies that he was the "Prophet".

| just kind of wondered who are they referring to.

Quote: Mark 6:14-16

14 Now King Herod heard of Him, for His name had become well known. And he said, &€ceJohn
the Baptist is risen from the dead, and therefore these powers are at work in him.a€e

15 Others said, a€celt is Elijah.a€.
And others said, a€celt is the Prophet, or like one of the prophets.a€e

16 But when Herod heard, he said, a€oeThis is John, whom | beheaded; he has been raised from
the dead!a€e

Here again we see this distinction which says; "It is the Prophet".

What Prophet?
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Gary

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by james on Wed, 09 Apr 2014 13:21:57 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

When they asked John if he was Elijah that shows they were looking for him. | think Malachi 4:5 is
where they got that from and the fact that Elijah didn't die, they expected him to return to usher in
the coming Messiah. That's what comes to mind, maybe there's other scripture or prophecy that
addresses it but right now | can't think of them. Maybe our resident theologian, William can offer
some thoughts...when he gets time.

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by william on Wed, 09 Apr 2014 16:11:30 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

james wrote on Wed, 09 April 2014 08:21Maybe our resident theologian, William can offer some
thoughts...when he gets time.

| was once a theologian <grin> but as time goes by | realize just how far from that | am. The more
you learn, the more you realize just how little you know!

Anyway, if I'm remembering correctly, | heard that this prophet was considered the one mentioned
in Deut 18:15. He's also mentioned in Acts 3:22 and Acts 7:37.

| think the Jews considered this prophet to be someone other than the Messiah which is why they
guestioned John specifically on this point as well as to whether he was the Christ or Elijah.

Blessings,
William
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Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Marilyn Crow on Wed, 09 Apr 2014 23:06:32 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Hi Gary,

| was interested in your question, "What prophet?" It is as William said, the Jews were looking for
a prophet who wasn't the Messiah. They never realised the fullness of Christ, who He would be
(Son of God) & His ministries (5 fold).

And Deut. 18: 18 & 19

"I will raise up for them a Prophet like you from among their brethren, & will put my words in his
mouth, & he shall speak to them all that | command him.

And it shall be that whoever will not hear my words, which he speaks in my name, | will require it
of him.”

Jesus, that Prophet, is the one that God "will require” "whoever, to be accountable regarding His
words.
Matt. 21: 11 tells us -

"So the multitudes said, "This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth of Galilee."™

The Lord has the 5 ministries of - Apostle, Prophet, Teacher, Shepherd, & Evangel. He is the One
they were looking for as, Messiah, & He was also that specific Prophet that God would raise up
from among them. They, however were looking for another person.

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Marilyn Crow on Fri, 11 Apr 2014 07:32:29 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message
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| said that -

Quote: The Lord has the 5 ministries of - Apostle, Prophet, Teacher, Shepherd, & Evangel.’
& so | thought it would be good to follow that up.

APOSTLE - "Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly, consider the apostle & high
priest of our confession. Christ Jesus. (Heb. 3: 1)

PROPHET - "So the multitudes said, "This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth of galilee.”(Matt.
21:11)

TEACHER - "This man came to Jesus by night & said to Him, "Rabbi, we know that you are a
teacher come from God;...."(John 3: 2)

SHEPHERD - Jesus said, '| am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives his life for the
sheep.” (John 10: 11)

EVANGELIST - Jesus said, "The Spirit of the LORD is upon me, because he has anointed me to
preach the gospel to the poor...."(Luke 4: 18)

How wonderfully anointed is our precious Lord & Saviour.

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Gary on Tue, 15 Apr 2014 10:52:39 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

william wrote on Wed, 09 April 2014 11:11james wrote on Wed, 09 April 2014 08:21Maybe our
resident theologian, William can offer some thoughts...when he gets time.

| was once a theologian <grin> but as time goes by | realize just how far from that | am. The more
you learn, the more you realize just how little you know!
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Anyway, if I'm remembering correctly, | heard that this prophet was considered the one mentioned
in Deut 18:15. He's also mentioned in Acts 3:22 and Acts 7:37.

| think the Jews considered this prophet to be someone other than the Messiah which is why they
guestioned John specifically on this point as well as to whether he was the Christ or Elijah.

Blessings,
William

William,

Thanks for sharing these scriptures. | think after looking at everything in context the scriptures
imply this Prophet is "Jesus".

At least that's my interpretation.
Quote: Acts 7:35-38

35 &€ceThis Moses whom they rejected, saying, &€"Who made you a ruler and a judge?a€™ [a] is
the one God sent to be a ruler and a deliverer by the hand of the Angel who appeared to him in
the bush. 36 He brought them out, after he had shown wonders and signs in the land of Egypt,
and in the Red Sea, and in the wilderness forty years.

Israel Rebels Against God

37 a€ceThis is that Moses who said to the children of Israel, &€ The Lord your God will raise up
for you a Prophet like me from your brethren. Him you shall hear.4€™

38 a&€ceThis is he who was in the congregation in the wilderness with the Angel who spoke to him
on Mount Sinai, and with our fathers, the one who received the living oracles to give to us,

In Him,
Gary
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Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Gary on Wed, 30 Apr 2014 09:14:06 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Quote:

14 And when they had come to the multitude, a man came to Him, kneeling down to Him and
saying, 15 &€celLord, have mercy on my son, for he is an epileptic and suffers severely; for he
often falls into the fire and often into the water. 16 So | brought him to Your disciples, but they
could not cure him.&€e

17 Then Jesus answered and said, &€ceO faithless and perverse generation, how long shall | be
with you? How long shall | bear with you? Bring him here to Me.a€+ 18 And Jesus rebuked the
demon, and it came out of him; and the child was cured from that very hour.

19 Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said, &€ceWhy could we not cast it out?a€e

20 So Jesus said to them, &€ceBecause of your unbelief; for assuredly, | say to you, if you have
faith as a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, &€"Move from here to there,a€™ and it will
move; and nothing will be impossible for you. 21 However, this kind does not go out except by
prayer and fasting.a€e

What a powerful promise from God. Jesus says; "assuredly".

We can be assured that if Jesus tells us something it is for us as believers.

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Gary on Tue, 24 Jun 2014 08:52:07 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message
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The Son of Man did not come to destroy men's lives but to save them.

In Him,
Gary

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by james on Tue, 24 Jun 2014 14:29:22 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Amen!(John 3:17)

| was reading in John chapter eight this morning where Jesus had told the woman to "...go, and
sin no more", and as He spoke to them concerning who He was, many believed on Him (V30).
Then He said this in verses thirty and thirty one..." If ye continue in My Word, then ye are My
disciples indeed; And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free."

Continuing in God's Word is vital, it's how He reveals Himself unto us and it's how we are set free,
through the knowledge [of Him] found in His Word. My daily Bible reading has me in the Psalms
and I'm at Psalms 119. | could copy the whole chapter because it's that good, but here are a few
verses that reflect the importance of God's Word...and the importance of getting It into our hearts.
"Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? By taking heed thereto according to Thy Word."
V9

"Thy Word have | hid in mine heart, that | may not sin against Thee." V11

"l will delight myself in Thy statues: | will not forget Thy Word." V16

| counted 15 times where we're told to seek/obey/follow this Word with our whole hearts/hearts ;
then as | went through the chapter | decided to count the number of times 'The Word' is
mentioned...Thy Word, Thy Law, Thy commandments, Thy statues, Thy precepts, Thy
testimonies, Thy mercies, ect. were mentioned over 175 times. The importance of God's
Word/Words cannot be stressed enough, it's the only way to know The Truth and the way God
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has ordained for us to be set free. Faith to believe upon Jesus comes from God (Eph.2:8-9), we
know it's a free gift(Grace), but in order for this to happen God has ordained the preaching of His
Word...to reveal His plan of salvation, restoration, and reconcilation of man unto Him.

We, as followers of Christ(disciples) must have this Word in our hearts to be able to walk in
freedom ourselves as well as to go and make disciples of others. It's through the power of God's
spoken Word...we're to meditate upon It both day and night, It's our life, we're to follow It with our
whole hearts, continually.

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Gary on Wed, 25 Jun 2014 08:45:19 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Quote: James wrote: | was reading in John chapter eight this morning where Jesus had told the
woman to "...go, and sin no more", and as He spoke to them concerning who He was, many
believed on Him (V30). Then He said this in verses thirty and thirty one...

| was thinking recently about this woman here. An angry mob comes up ready to stone this gal
and tells Jesus, she was caught in the very act of adultery. Jesus stoops to the ground and writes
something in the dust.

If you picture this scenario, you can see the anger here, they wanted to deal with this sin in
someones life.

My thought was, these guys were wanting to deal with this but then | realized, Where's the man?
They bring the woman to Jesus but why not bring the man as well.

Either way they were ready to destroy someones life.

The best any of us can do is strive to personally follow and "continue" in what Jesus was trying to
teach His followers by His example.

He did not come to the earth to destroy us but to save us. While its tempting to want to call down
lighting at times on others, learning what spirit we are "of" is a constant challenge. That's why |
think its expedient that we keep our minds and lives filled with His Words.

You made a good point there!

Lord Bless,
Gary
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Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Gary on Sun, 08 Feb 2015 13:05:06 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Quote: Luke 13:22 And He went through the cities and villages, teaching, and journeying toward
Jerusalem. 23 Then one said to Him, &€celLord, are there few who are saved?a€s

And He said to them, 24 &€ceStrive to enter through the narrow gate, for many, | say to you, will
seek to enter and will not be able. 25 When once the Master of the house has risen up and shut
the door, and you begin to stand outside and knock at the door, saying, &€ Lord, Lord, open for
us,a€™ and He will answer and say to you, a€’l do not know you, where you are from,a€™ 26
then you will begin to say, &€ We ate and drank in Your presence, and You taught in our
streets.a€™ 27 But He will say, a€’l tell you | do not know you, where you are from. Depart from
Me, all you workers of iniquity.a€™ 28 There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when you
see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, and yourselves
thrust out. 29 They will come from the east and the west, from the north and the south, and sit
down in the kingdom of God. 30 And indeed there are last who will be first, and there are first who
will be last.a€.

This sounds like a good question. Lord are there few who are saved? Jesus tells this man to
Strive to enter through the narrow gate, for many, will seek to enter and will not be able.

Will this is interesting because "many people” will be seeking to enter but will not be able. Who is
this many?

| think Jesus tells us in verse 27, when He states: Depart from me you workers of iniquity.
What is iniquity?

noun, plural iniquities.

;.ross injustice or wickedness.

Z.violation of right or duty; wicked act; sin.

Many today seek to enter in the narrow gate but justify sin and look the other way, Jesus will one
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day say, Depart from me | never knew you. Many today are opening their doors to fornication,
adultery, sodomy and then making excuses why they allow these people in their congregations.

One more thing Jesus told His disciple to "strive" to enter in.
What is it to strive?

Strive: verb (used without object),

1.

to exert oneself vigorously; try hard:

He strove to make himself understood.

2.

to make strenuous efforts toward any goal:

to strive for success.

3.

to contend in opposition, battle, or any conflict; compete.
4.

to struggle vigorously, as in opposition or resistance:
to strive against fate.

To Strive is to put forth an effort at the goal you have set before you.
| don't think Jesus minced words when talking about the Kingdom of God. With everything moving
quickly on the world scene its easy to fall into the world's agenda and follow the crowds. Who

wants to be different or the odd ball in the crowd?

Let us all, "always" remember that the day of the Lord is approaching quickly. Its closer then what
we realize. Even so Come quickly Lord Jesus.

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Gary on Fri, 19 Jun 2015 10:06:40 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message
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| got off track when | set myself to sharing from the Gospels. First when | looked on the four
different accounts of what took place it became harder to get some direction because | kept
wanting to look at all the Gospels then compare it or blend it into one narrative. I'll at this point
make a feeble attempt to resume where | left off hopefully avoiding the pitfall of straying away
from the subject matter.

While reading the four gospels which | at this point in time persist on doing, | have found there are
certain characters that leap out of the pages of history and leave a mark on the church from the
beginning since they were first written down by the Apostles.

Right off the bat we are introduced to John who later is given the name of John the Baptist. At the
beginning, before his birth his parents are given instructions concerning this child and the
circumstances are given on how he was introduced to his future parents.

Quote: 5 There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judea, a certain priest named Zacharias, of
the division of Abijah. His wife was of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 6 And
they were both righteous before God, walking in all the commandments and ordinances of the
Lord blameless. 7 But they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren, and they were both well
advanced in years.

8 So it was, that while he was serving as priest before God in the order of his division, 9 according
to the custom of the priesthood, his lot fell to burn incense when he went into the temple of the
Lord. 10 And the whole multitude of the people was praying outside at the hour of incense. 11
Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing on the right side of the altar of incense. 12
And when Zacharias saw him, he was troubled, and fear fell upon him.

13 But the angel said to him, &€ceDo not be afraid, Zacharias, for your prayer is heard; and your
wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John. 14 And you will have joy and
gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth. 15 For he will be great in the sight of the Lord, and
shall drink neither wine nor strong drink. He will also be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his
mothera€™s womb. 16 And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God. 17 He
will also go before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, &€7to turn the hearts of the fathers to the
children,&€™ and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready a people prepared for
the Lord.&€e

18 And Zacharias said to the angel, &€oceHow shall | know this? For | am an old man, and my wife
is well advanced in years.a€e

19 And the angel answered and said to him, &€cel am Gabriel, who stands in the presence of
God, and was sent to speak to you and bring you these glad tidings. 20 But behold, you will be
mute and not able to speak until the day these things take place, because you did not believe my
words which will be fulfilled in their own time.&€e
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Zacharias and Elizabeth are said to be righteous people walking in the commandments of the
Lord. The Angel goes on to tell Zacharias that John will be great in the sight of the Lord, he will
not drink wine or strong drink, he will be filled with the Spirit even from the time he was in the
womb and that he would turn the people to be ready and prepared for the Lord.

At the birth of John we see Zacharias prophecy that:

Quote:76

a€o=And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Highest;
For you will go before the face of the Lord to prepare His ways,
77

To give knowledge of salvation to His people

By the remission of their sins,

78

Through the tender mercy of our God,

With which the Dayspring from on high has visited us;

79

To give light to those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death,
To guide our feet into the way of peace.a€e.

80 So the child grew and became strong in spirit, and was in the deserts till the day of his
manifestation to Israel.

Were then told that John will go before the Lord to prepare His ways and give light to those who
sit in darkness and the shadow of death.

John grew and became strong in the spirit and was in the desert till the day of his manifestation.

What is amazing is that John spent 30 years preparing for a ministry that only lasted a few
months. It would seem like a long time to wait and then when your ministry gets started your
immediately put to death and it ends swiftly. Everyone heard about what was taking place from
the common man, the religious leaders, and even the local government.

Most today spend very little time preparing (if your consider a few years in a seminary) and then
go out and make a lifetime career of ministry. Without all the modern day technology John has
guite an impact on a large number of people in this nation of Israel. Like the old saying goes:
Word travels fast.

When John came forth and started baptizing people and telling people to repent, his ministry at
that point did not set well with the established religious practices of that day and time.
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Here was something new that had never taken place before a man in the wilderness baptizing
people?

God can impact a people anyway He chooses and as it was discussed in another thread, It is
possible for God to do a new work that most are unaware of. Mankind is very limited in our
understanding of being able to see what our Creator can do. As created beings we have to let
God be "God".

Here John was preparing in the wilderness all these years but one day the Word of the Lord came
to John.

Quote: 3 Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of
Judea, Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea and the region of
Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, 2 while Annas and Caiaphas were high priests, the
word of God came to John the son of Zacharias in the wilderness. 3 And he went into all the
region around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the remission of sins, 4 as it is
written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet, saying:

a€mThe voice of one crying in the wilderness:
a€ Prepare the way of the Lord;

Make His paths straight.

5

Every valley shall be filled

And every mountain and hill brought low;

The crooked places shall be made straight
And the rough ways smooth;

6

And all flesh shall see the salvation of God.&€™a<€.
John Preaches to the People

7 Then he said to the multitudes that came out to be baptized by him, &€ceBrood of vipers! Who
warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Therefore bear fruits worthy of repentance, and do
not begin to say to yourselves, &€ "We have Abraham as our father.&€™ For | say to you that God
is able to raise up children to Abraham from these stones. 9 And even now the ax is laid to the
root of the trees. Therefore every tree which does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into
the fire &€

10 So the people asked him, saying, &€ceWhat shall we do then?a€e

11 He answered and said to them, &€ceHe who has two tunics, let him give to him who has none;
and he who has food, let him do likewise.a€e
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12 Then tax collectors also came to be baptized, and said to him, &€ceTeacher, what shall we
do?a€.

13 And he said to them, &€ceCollect no more than what is appointed for you.a€e
14 Likewise the soldiers asked him, saying, &€oeAnd what shall we do?a€-

So he said to them, &€ceDo not intimidate anyone or accuse falsely, and be content with your
wages.a€e.

15 Now as the people were in expectation, and all reasoned in their hearts about John, whether
he was the Christ or not, 16 John answered, saying to all, &€cel indeed baptize you with water; but
One mightier than | is coming, whose sandal strap | am not worthy to loose. He will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clean out
His threshing floor, and gather the wheat into His barn; but the chaff He will burn with
unquenchable fire.&4€.

18 And with many other exhortations he preached to the people. 19 But Herod the tetrarch, being
rebuked by him concerning Herodias, his brother Philipa€™s wife, and for all the evils which
Herod had done, 20 also added this, above all, that he shut John up in prison.

John then goes forth and preaches repentance. We see in Luke's gospel that John calls the
people a "brood of vipers", and warns them to repent from their sins and sinful lifestyle. John
would not set very well in today's society. | cannot see him making excuses for peoples sins.

After being baptized several groups of people ask him the question; What shall we do?

He tells one group, share with the poor, or give of your clothes and food, second group, be honest
or don't charge more then what you should charge, and to the third group, not to whine about your
wages or don't intimidate others or accuse others falsely.

John is sharing knowledge on how they should conduct themselves in the present world.

Were not given all the details but somehow John comes in contact with Herod. He's on the banks
of a river baptizing people and then somehow ends up talking with one of the local government
leaders. His conversation ends up costing him life eventually.

Herod's wife becomes greatly offended at Johns statement that it was unlawful for Herod to be
married to her because it was his brothers wife. Jesus said that she that is married and goes and
marries another is living in adultery while she is alive and he that marries her is also living in
adultery. The Lord may be referring to this situation but scripture does not go into detail in this
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matter. Either way Herod's wife was offended and Herod was offended but because he feared the
people he eventually put John in prison but was afraid to have him put to death.

The one thing about the Gospels is that we can see some behind the scenes situations and we
can know what some are thinking and what their reaction is to the message being brought forth.
Sin is offensive to those who choose to follow its path. They don't want to hear it and they don't
even want anyone talking about it.

To be continued,
Gary

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Gary on Sat, 20 Jun 2015 11:16:25 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

When most in our modern day society think of the ministry of Prophet, a measure of grandeur
comes to mind. Someone with the power and anointing, able to predict future events, coming with
dreams and visions, etc. etc.. While there should be a measure of respect for all of the ministry,
the ministry of the prophet was never to be put on a pedestal.

When we look in the Old Testament the worldly generally hated the appearance of the prophet.
Even in the New Testament, when the two prophets are slain, what does the world do, they go on
shopping sprees buying gifts and celebrating while the two bodies of the prophets are rotting in
the streets. No one even takes the time to bury these men. This is outstanding that they would not
even bury the dead.

There must of been a huge amount of animosity towards these men.

A lot of people desire the ministry of a prophet, because they look upon it as someone walking in
power, while performing signs and wonders.

Jesus said: For | say to you, among those born of women there is not a greater prophet than John
the Baptist; but he who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.a€.

John was a prophet and more then a prophet and we see him giving his life for the Kingdom.
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John was not great because of some signs and wonder ministry. John did what God called him to
do but even then the least person in the kingdom of God is greater then John.

The Kingdom of God is not about signs and wonders, because Jesus tells us that an adulterous
generation seeks after signs and wonders.

When John baptized Jesus he saw the Spirit descending like a dove, a voice from heaven saying
this is my beloved Son. Later in his ministry he must of been wrestling with thoughts in his mind
because we see him sending his disciples wanting to know if Jesus was the coming one.

Quote: Luke 7:19-22

19 And John, calling two of his disciples to him, sent them to Jesus, saying, a€ceAre You the
Coming One, or do we look for another?a€e

20 When the men had come to Him, they said, &ceJohn the Baptist has sent us to You, saying,
a€"Are You the Coming One, or do we look for another?a€™a€e 21 And that very hour He cured
many of infirmities, afflictions, and evil spirits; and to many blind He gave sight.

22 Jesus answered and said to them, &€ceGo and tell John the things you have seen and heard:
that the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, the
poor have the gospel preached to them. 23 And blessed is he who is not offended because of
Me.&€e

This is an interesting statement; Why was John sending his disciples asking this type of question
after all that he had seen?

One last thing, we can see the Pharisees who have rejected the "Will of God" and refused to be
baptized with Johns baptism.

Quote:29 And when all the people heard Him, even the tax collectors justified God, having been
baptized with the baptism of John. 30 But the Pharisees and lawyers rejected the will of God for
themselves, not having been baptized by him.

In contrast God's sheep do hear His voice and are willing to go the route the Lord has ordained.

While the world sees Christianity as a foolish religion, God says that the fool has said in his heart
there is no God. Straight is the gate and narrow is the way and few there be who find it.

Psalm 118:22
The stone which the builders rejected
Has become the chief cornerstone.
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23

This was the Lorda€™s doing;

It is marvelous in our eyes.

24

This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.

Luke 20:17
Then He looked at them and said, &€ceWhat then is this that is written: &€ The stone which the
builders rejected Has become the chief cornerstonea€™?

| Peter 2:7 Therefore, to you who believe, He is precious; but to those who are disobedient,
a€omeThe stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief cornerstone,a€e

Gary

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by james on Sun, 21 Jun 2015 17:46:10 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Gary wrote on Fri, 19 June 2015 05:061 got off track when | set myself to sharing from the
Gospels. First when | looked on the four different accounts of what took place it became harder to
get some direction because | kept wanting to look at all the Gospels then compare it or blend it
into one narrative. I'll at this point make a feeble attempt to resume where | left off hopefully
avoiding the pitfall of straying away from the subject matter.

While reading the four gospels which | at this point in time persist on doing,

To be continued,
Gary

My daily reading has me starting the NT again, so today | am in Matthew chapter one. Maybe
since I'm reading them through again | can give more time and thought to your thoughts on it...if
we can get on the 'same page’, so to speak. <grin>
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Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Marilyn Crow on Mon, 22 Jun 2015 08:01:50 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Hi Gary & James,

| have been reading your interesting notes & wondered if | could join in & follow the readings too?
These notes are from Charles J. Rolls a renowned Bible teacher for his encyclopedic knowledge
of scripture & radiant devotion to the Lord Jesus Christ.

KING: Matthew

Matthew depicts Christ as the kinsman - king based on a€“

" God tells Moses, "You shall surely set a king over you whom the Lord your God chooses, one
from among your countrymen....” (Deut.17:15)

Matthew 1:1 shows Christ’s genealogy from a€*

“son of Abraham™ - therefore a countryman of Israel
“son of David™ - therefore from the kingly tribe.

Matthew 2:6 quotes the prophet Micah confirming that Bethlehem is the town where &€

“from you (Bethlehem) One will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel.” (Mic.5:2)

The wise men came to worship the "King of the Jews.” (Matt.2:1 & 2)

And God, Himself Anointed Him with the Spirit saying, "This is My Son, the Beloved.
(Matt.3: 17)

When the High Priest asked Jesus a€*

“Tell us whether You are the Christ, (Messiah / King) the Son of God."

Jesus says, You have said it yourself..” (Matt. 26:63 & 64)

Then Jesus being Israel’s King, reminds the people that the kingdom which God promised them

Page 63 of 221 ---- Cenerated from Welcome to OO by FUDforum 3.0.0


http://overcomersonline.com/FUDforum2/index.php?t=usrinfo&id=1001
http://overcomersonline.com/FUDforum2/index.php?t=rview&th=939&goto=11607#msg_11607
http://overcomersonline.com/FUDforum2/index.php?t=post&reply_to=11607
http://overcomersonline.com/FUDforum2/index.php

is, the Kingdom of Heaven, the Messiah's rule through Israel from the heavenlies. (Matt. 13)
Finally when Jesus, as King, commissions His disciples He says,

"All authority has been given to Me in heaven & on earth.” (Matt. 28: 18)

(These notes are from Charles J. Rolls a well renowned bible teacher from the last century. He is
well known for his encyclopedic knowledge of Scripture & his radiant devotion to the Lord Jesus

Christ.)

Blessings in Christ, Marilyn.

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by james on Mon, 22 Jun 2015 13:21:19 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Since you mention Christs' Kingship, Marilyn, 1 just finished Revelation and how much plainer
could it be put than this?

"And He hath on His vesture and on His thing a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF
LORDS."Rev. 19:16

Yes, He is King over all the earth and Lord of all......and that He would come as a humble servant
and sacrifice His life so all that would believe upon Him might have life eternal, emptying Himself
of all that He had with The Father to redeem fallen man? Humbling feeling...."Amazing Grace"....

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Gary on Tue, 23 Jun 2015 09:57:10 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message
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Thanks everybody for sharing here.
Why is Jesus worthy to receive this title King of Kings and Lord of Lords?

Because He was willing to lay aside His divine attributes and let cruel and wicked men crucify Him
so others could have a way into heaven. Think about it, what a situation that was, someone in
their thirties who had the power to stop them from crucifying Him but allowed it because of His
Love towards mankind. That was not an easy thing to do.

What a Blessing it is to know the Lord.

Would like to know every ones thoughts on a matter here. Someone stopped by Sunday and told
me there is no where in scripture that says, Mary Magdalene was the one who washed Jesus feet
with her tears and the expensive ointment. He went on to say that this is what is believed by most
Christians but the Bible does not say this.

I'm in the process of looking into it and was wondering if there is specific scriptures that say this
woman was Mary Magdalene. | was not planning on looking all this up but since this young man
mentioned it | thought | would see if this was true, what he is stating. Does it specifically name
Mary Magdalene as the woman or is this another woman that we have no name for?

| think if there is any confusion out there concerning Mary in the gospels its because of the fact
that there was a lot of different Mary's mentioned. That must of been a very common name back
in that time.

Gary

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by james on Tue, 23 Jun 2015 16:32:29 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Mary of Bethany (sister of Lazarus and Martha) anointed the feet of Jesus on one occasion in
Bethany. John 12:3

There is in Luke a account of Jesus being anointed by a woman who wasn't named except to say
she was a sinner and that this happened in the house of a Pharisee (Simon), which also was in
Bethany(l think). Mary, like us all was a sinner, so maybe it was her in both accounts. But Mark
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and Matthew says anointed the head, whereas Luke and John tell of His feet being anointed. So
maybe it was two different women at two different times. [Luke 7:36-38] also see: Matt. 26:6-13
and Mk.14:3-9

| don't think it was Mary Magdalene, but it could have been...btw: Many think Mary Magdalene
was a prostitute before meeting Jesus, | don't see that in scripture...either. Many false ideas came
from Catholicism (remember the discussion about the <3> wise men? Never does it say there
were only three. Also the nativity deal at Christmas with the wise men and shepherds gathered
around in the barn looking at Jesus? They weren't there seeing him at the same time.)

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Marilyn Crow on Tue, 23 Jun 2015 23:49:52 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Hi James (& Gary),

Quote:Since you mention Christs' Kingship, Marilyn, | just finished Revelation and how much
plainer could it be put than this?

"And He hath on His vesture and on His thing a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF
LORDS."Rev. 19:16

| have been meditating on Christ’'s Kingship & remembered that He had many crowns. (Rev. 19:
12)Often we just think that the Lord Jesus Christ is only king over the earth, but He is sovereign in
all realms & over all aspects. Christ was king even before He came to earth, as He told Pilate. He
is the king of the regency of truth & that is a wonder to meditate on.

The Lord Jesus Christ is King over many realms.

King of Glory. (Ps. 24: 7)

King of heaven. (Dan. 4: 37)

King of the Ages. (1 Tim. 1: 17)

King of Righteousness. (Heb. 7: 1 4€* 3)
King of Israel. (John 1 : 49)

King of the Jews. (Matt. 2: 2)
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King of the Nations. (Rev. 15: 3)
King of Kings. (Rev. 19: 12)

What are your thoughts, Marilyn.

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Gary on Wed, 24 Jun 2015 09:06:15 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

james wrote on Tue, 23 June 2015 12:32Mary of Bethany (sister of Lazarus and Martha) anointed
the feet of Jesus on one occasion in Bethany. John 12:3

There is in Luke a account of Jesus being anointed by a woman who wasn't named except to say
she was a sinner and that this happened in the house of a Pharisee (Simon), which also was in
Bethany(l think). Mary, like us all was a sinner, so maybe it was her in both accounts. But Mark
and Matthew says anointed the head, whereas Luke and John tell of His feet being anointed. So
maybe it was two different women at two different times. [Luke 7:36-38] also see: Matt. 26:6-13
and Mk.14:3-9

| don't think it was Mary Magdalene, but it could have been...btw: Many think Mary Magdalene
was a prostitute before meeting Jesus, | don't see that in scripture...either. Many false ideas came
from Catholicism (remember the discussion about the <3> wise men? Never does it say there
were only three. Also the nativity deal at Christmas with the wise men and shepherds gathered
around in the barn looking at Jesus? They weren't there seeing him at the same time.)

This is good James. It's sometimes hard to believe what has been told us sometimes and its not
even a part of scripture. Maybe your right it was all passed down from Catholicism.

It seems like there is more twisting of the New Testament then there is of the Old. Jesus said, to
listen or hear, see, and watch, but it takes an effort on our part to pay attention (hear and see), to
what the Bible is telling us.

Gary
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Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Gary on Wed, 24 Jun 2015 09:53:26 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

James,

One more thing here. | looked at the scriptures you shared and also at some scriptures where
Mary Magdalene was at the cross and then later at the tomb. Also | see where Simon is called the
leper and in Luke's account it speaks of Simon the Pharisee. | had always assumed that when
Jesus was speaking to Simon in Luke's gospel that it was Simon Peter, but it appears that He was
speaking to this Simon the Pharisee, who may have been a leper at one time.

I'm going to look a little further here when | get the time tonight to see if more information is not
given concerning Mary Magdalene and where she was at when the Lord ministered in Bethany.

Is Mary Magdalene the sister of Lazarus? The guy told me on Sunday that Mary was from a town
called Magdalene and this is how she got her name.

Another question that comes to mind, Is Bethany close to Jerusalem where everything took
place?

There's probably more information here then what | realized. At first when the guy told me this
stuff last Sunday, | was thinking does it really matter in the whole scheme of things, but now I've
become more interested to find out.

It seems like a lot of people had the name Mary or Simon during that time period.

Gary
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Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by james on Wed, 24 Jun 2015 15:48:05 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Gary wrote on Wed, 24 June 2015 04:53
Is Mary Magdalene the sister of Lazarus? The guy told me on Sunday that Mary was from a town
called Magdalene and this is how she got her name.

Another question that comes to mind, Is Bethany close to Jerusalem where everything took
place?

No, Mary Magdalene is not Lazarus' sister. And yes, based on what | understand, Mary
Magdalene was from a town called Magdala and Magdalene was used as as a surname.(Jesus
of Nazareth) You'd be Gary of Indiana.....but not Gary, Indiana...lol)

Bethany is very close to Jerusalem, just a couple of miles.(2 I think.)

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by james on Wed, 24 Jun 2015 16:09:37 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Marilyn Crow wrote on Tue, 23 June 2015 18:49Hi James (& Gary),

Quote:Since you mention Christs' Kingship, Marilyn, | just finished Revelation and how much
plainer could it be put than this?

"And He hath on His vesture and on His thing a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF
LORDS."Rev. 19:16

| have been meditating on Christ’'s Kingship & remembered that He had many crowns. (Rev. 19:
12)Often we just think that the Lord Jesus Christ is only king over the earth, but He is sovereign in
all realms & over all aspects. Christ was king even before He came to earth, as He told Pilate. He
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is the king of the regency of truth & that is a wonder to meditate on.

The Lord Jesus Christ is King over many realms.

King of Glory. (Ps. 24: 7)

King of heaven. (Dan. 4: 37)

King of the Ages. (1 Tim. 1: 17)

King of Righteousness. (Heb. 7: 1 4€* 3)
King of Israel. (John 1 : 49)

King of the Jews. (Matt. 2: 2)

King of the Nations. (Rev. 15: 3)

King of Kings. (Rev. 19: 12)

What are your thoughts, Marilyn.

My thoughts are....yes, you're correct...He IS all this and more...KING OF KINGS...LORD OF
ALL...And as | think about it, He was King before He even created those who would eventually
make up His Kingdom...redeemed mankind....And while our knowledge is limited based on our
understanding of kingship(revealed in scripture and observed in nations that have kings), | believe
He is much more than our present understanding allows us to see. But there will be a time we'll
see, and we'll understand and stand in awe and the praise and worship won't ever depart from our
lips forever. Every tear will be wiped away, every disease will be healed, every broken heart will
be mended, and every person who has put their trust in Him will NOT be ashamed.

Worthy is The Lamb who was slain, worthy is the Lamb who conquered the grave, Worthy...
Worthy...Worthy

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Gary on Fri, 26 Jun 2015 09:33:13 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Quote:My thoughts are....yes, you're correct...He IS all this and more...KING OF KINGS...LORD
OF ALL...And as | think about it, He was King before He even created those who would eventually
make up His Kingdom...redeemed mankind....And while our knowledge is limited based on our
understanding of kingship(revealed in scripture and observed in nations that have kings), | believe
He is much more than our present understanding allows us to see. But there will be a time we'll
see, and we'll understand and stand in awe and the praise and worship won't ever depart from our
lips forever. Every tear will be wiped away, every disease will be healed, every broken heart will
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be mended, and every person who has put their trust in Him will NOT be ashamed.

What a day that will be!

While this old world seems to be crumbling around our feet, as each new report sounds like the
end is truly upon us, we can rest in the Lord that no matter what, He is true to His Word and is
there for us.

If God be for us who can be against us.

Gary

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Gary on Sun, 28 Jun 2015 10:13:53 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Quote:49 Nathanael answered and said to Him, &€ceRabbi, You are the Son of God! You are the
King of Israel'a€e

50 Jesus answered and said to him, &€ceBecause | said to you, a€’| saw you under the fig
tree,a€™ do you believe? You will see greater things than these.4€+ 51 And He said to him,
a€mxeMost assuredly, | say to you, hereafter you shall see heaven open, and the angels of God
ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.a€e

There was probably a lot more that took place when Jesus was on the earth, then what we
realize. John ends his gospel with this statement:

Quote: 25 And there are also many other things that Jesus did, which if they were written one by
one, | suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books that would be written. Amen.
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That must of been a unique experience to see and hear and walk with the Lord while He was here
on the earth. There was so much that took place that as John says, the world itself could not
contain the books that would be written.

Anyway | find it interesting that Jesus told Nathanael that he would see angels ascending and
descending.

Were told in one place in the New Testament:

Hebrews 13:2
Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing some have unwittingly entertained angels.

Not trying to head anywhere specific with this train of thought just noting what Jesus shared with
Nathanael.

Gary

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Gary on Wed, 01 Jul 2015 08:40:27 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Quote:John 9:39 And Jesus said, a€ceFor judgment | have come into this world, that those who
do not see may see, and that those who see may be made blind.&€e

40 Then some of the Pharisees who were with Him heard these words, and said to Him, a€oeAre
we blind also?a€e

41 Jesus said to them, &€celf you were blind, you would have no sin; but now you say, a€"We
see.a€™ Therefore your sin remains.
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What Jesus said to the Pharisees is a profound statement and that is "if you were blind, you would
have no sin". But because they said, "We see", then their sin remains.

Jesus went on to say that His sheep hear His voice and follow Him.

In America (as many have shared), we see everything is falling apart and what continues to go
on? As in the days of Noah they keep eating and drinking, marrying and getting divorced, buying
and selling as though there is no problem and life goes on.

The problem with sin is; that a little leaven, leavens the whole lump. Sin will continue to spread as
a raging fire across the land. You know when someone throws more wood or fuel to a fire it rages
with intensity.

Isaiah 46:9
Remember the former things of old, For | am God, and there is no other; | am God, and there is
none like Me,

Quote:Jude

3 Beloved, while | was very diligent to write to you concerning our common salvation, | found it
necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all
delivered to the saints. 4 For certain men have crept in unnoticed, who long ago were marked out
for this condemnation, ungodly men, who turn the grace of our God into lewdness and deny the
only Lord God and our Lord Jesus Christ.

5 But | want to remind you, though you once knew this, that the Lord, having saved the people out
of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed those who did not believe. 6 And the angels who did not
keep their proper domain, but left their own abode, He has reserved in everlasting chains under
darkness for the judgment of the great day; 7 as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities around
them in a similar manner to these, having given themselves over to sexual immorality and gone
after strange flesh, are set forth as an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire.

8 Likewise also these dreamers defile the flesh, reject authority, and speak evil of dignitaries. 9
Yet Michael the archangel, in contending with the devil, when he disputed about the body of
Moses, dared not bring against him a reviling accusation, but said, &€0eThe Lord rebuke you!a€e
10 But these speak evil of whatever they do not know; and whatever they know naturally, like
brute beasts, in these things they corrupt themselves. 11 Woe to them! For they have gone in the
way of Cain, have run greedily in the error of Balaam for profit, and perished in the rebellion of
Korah.

12 These are spots in your love feasts, while they feast with you without fear, serving only
themselves. They are clouds without water, carried about by the winds; late autumn trees without
fruit, twice dead, pulled up by the roots; 13 raging waves of the sea, foaming up their own shame;
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wandering stars for whom is reserved the blackness of darkness forever.

14 Now Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men also, saying, &€ceBehold,
the Lord comes with ten thousands of His saints, 15 to execute judgment on all, to convict all who
are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have committed in an ungodly way,
and of all the harsh things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him.a€e

16 These are grumblers, complainers, walking according to their own lusts; and they mouth great
swelling words, flattering people to gain advantage. 17 But you, beloved, remember the words
which were spoken before by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ: 18 how they told you that
there would be mockers in the last time who would walk according to their own ungodly lusts. 19
These are sensual persons, who cause divisions, not having the Spirit.

20 But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, 21

keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal
life.

Gary

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Gary on Thu, 02 Jul 2015 10:00:59 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

John's gospel is very unique in the fact it does not give a lot of parables nor show a lot of different
characters being healed or ministered to by the Lord.

One of the main examples John brings out is the death of Lazarus. Raising Lazarus from the dead
had a huge impact on those who were present and also those who heard of the account and later
believed on Jesus.

At the cross we see Mary the mother of Jesus, her sister, and Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary
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Magdalene. John we know was there but no other disciples are mentioned in Johns gospel but
there could of been others there.

An interesting account stands out at what took place in the garden when they came to arrest
Jesus:

Quote:

18 When Jesus had spoken these words, He went out with His disciples over the Brook Kidron,
where there was a garden, which He and His disciples entered. 2 And Judas, who betrayed Him,
also knew the place; for Jesus often met there with His disciples. 3 Then Judas, having received a
detachment of troops, and officers from the chief priests and Pharisees, came there with lanterns,
torches, and weapons. 4 Jesus therefore, knowing all things that would come upon Him, went
forward and said to them, &ceWhom are you seeking?a€e

5 They answered Him, &€ceJesus of Nazareth.a€e

Jesus said to them, &€cel am He.a€+ And Judas, who betrayed Him, also stood with them. 6 Now
when He said to them, a€cel am He,a€+ they drew back and fell to the ground.

7 Then He asked them again, &€ceWhom are you seeking?a€e

And they said, &€ceJesus of Nazareth.a€e.

8 Jesus answered, a€cel have told you that | am He. Therefore, if you seek Me, let these go their
way,a€- 9 that the saying might be fulfilled which He spoke, &€aeOf those whom You gave Me |
have lost none.a€e

What more could anyone say, Jesus was God but in His humanity His hour had finally come.

If you think about what took place and what His followers seen and felt it must of been quite

traumatic and confusing, trying to sort out what was taking place.

Gary
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Subject: Gleanings from the "Gospels" Retaining Sins?
Posted by Gary on Fri, 03 Jul 2015 09:48:40 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Quote:John 20:21 So Jesus said to them again, a€cePeace to you! As the Father has sent Me, |
also send you.a€- 22 And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to them,
a€ceReceive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain
the sins of any, they are retained.a€e

Here's a good one for the theologians: What is meant by retaining the sins of others?

Definition of "retain™:

retain

[ri-teyn]

verb (used with object)
1.to keep possession of.

2.to continue to use, practice, etc.:
to retain an old custom.

3.to continue to hold or have:
to retain a prisoner in custody; a cloth that retains its color.

4.to keep in mind; remember.
5.to hold in place or position.

6.to engage, especially by payment of a preliminary fee:

Don't know if anyone can tackle this one but it sounds like someone is not forgiving a sin but
remembering what someone has done. | don't understand for what reason you would "retain"
someones sin.

Gary
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Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels" Retaining Sins?
Posted by james on Fri, 03 Jul 2015 11:25:26 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

We all know that I'm no theologian but maybe remembering how He taught them(and us) to pray,
asking forgiveness and forgiving others and being reminded that if they/we don't they/we can't
expect to receive it ourselves | can't see a situation where a follower of Christ wouldn't forgive
others...and certainly not verbalize that their sins are retained(kept possession of by the person or
persons in question.)

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels" Retaining Sins?
Posted by william on Fri, 03 Jul 2015 22:37:59 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Gary wrote on Fri, 03 July 2015 04:48Quote:John 20:21 So Jesus said to them again, &€cePeace
to you! As the Father has sent Me, | also send you.a€« 22 And when He had said this, He
breathed on them, and said to them, a€ceReceive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any,
they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.a€e

Here's a good one for the theologians: What is meant by retaining the sins of others?
Definition of "retain":
retain

[ri-teyn]

verb (used with object)
1.to keep possession of.

2.to continue to use, practice, etc.:
to retain an old custom.

3.to continue to hold or have:
to retain a prisoner in custody; a cloth that retains its color.
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4.to keep in mind; remember.
5.to hold in place or position.

6.to engage, especially by payment of a preliminary fee:

Don't know if anyone can tackle this one but it sounds like someone is not forgiving a sin but
remembering what someone has done. | don't understand for what reason you would "retain”
someones sin.

Gary

Yes Gary, this is a tough verse. | think it is one that the Roman Catholic's like to use to justify
their confessional!

Personally you don't see explicit examples of the apostles using this 'power" but there are at least
some indications that it might have been used in Church disipline cases. I'm thinking of Paul
turning that fornicator over to Satan for the destruction of the flesh ( 1 Cor 5); Another time was
when Paul cursed Elymas ( Acts 13:8-12 ); then there was the time when Peter took on Simon for
his sins ( Acts 8:20-23 ); then there was Alexander the coppersmith that Paul mentioned in a very
negative light ( 2 Tim 4:14 ); and then there was John who said that he would ‘remember’
Diotrephes who had caused some trouble in the Church ( 3 John 1:9-10).

I'm sure though that they would have followed Jesus' example in forgiving even these extreme
cases if the offenders came forth with true repentance.

It's hard to have a specific explanation on these verses but it's sure something for us to think
about.

Blessings,
William
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Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels" Retaining Sins?
Posted by william on Fri, 03 Jul 2015 22:55:32 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

james wrote on Fri, 03 July 2015 06:25We all know that I'm no theologian...)

Ahh James, now you're just being modest! Here is the definition of a Theologian:

...one who is learned in theology.

1. (Theology) a person versed in or engaged in the study of theology, esp Christian theology
...a person versed in theology.

http://www.thefreedictionary.com/theologian

And what is "theology" but the study of God?

The absence of a trailing D.D. after your name doesn't phase me one bit!!! <grin>

Blessings,
William

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels" Retaining Sins?
Posted by Gary on Sat, 04 Jul 2015 11:58:55 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

william wrote on Fri, 03 July 2015 18:55james wrote on Fri, 03 July 2015 06:25We all know that
I'm no theologian...)

Ahh James, now you're just being modest! Here is the definition of a Theologian:
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...one who is learned in theology.

1. (Theology) a person versed in or engaged in the study of theology, esp Christian theology
...a person versed in theology.

http://www.thefreedictionary.com/theologian

And what is "theology" but the study of God?

The absence of a trailing D.D. after your name doesn't phase me one bit!!! <grin>

Blessings,
William

LOL

Well that's certainly true, | don't think he realizes he probably knows more then most with a D.D..

Acts 4:13
Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated
and untrained men, they marveled. And they realized that they had been with Jesus.

John 14:17

the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but
you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you.

Gary
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Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels" Retaining Sins?
Posted by Gary on Sat, 04 Jul 2015 12:01:14 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

william wrote on Fri, 03 July 2015 18:37Gary wrote on Fri, 03 July 2015 04:48Quote:John 20:21
So Jesus said to them again, &€cePeace to you! As the Father has sent Me, | also send you.a€-
22 And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to them, &€ceReceive the Holy
Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they
are retained.a€e

Here's a good one for the theologians: What is meant by retaining the sins of others?
Definition of "retain™:
retain

[ri-teyn]

verb (used with object)
1.to keep possession of.

2.to continue to use, practice, etc.:
to retain an old custom.

3.to continue to hold or have:
to retain a prisoner in custody; a cloth that retains its color.

4.to keep in mind; remember.
5.to hold in place or position.

6.to engage, especially by payment of a preliminary fee:
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Don't know if anyone can tackle this one but it sounds like someone is not forgiving a sin but
remembering what someone has done. | don't understand for what reason you would "retain"
someones sin.

Gary

Yes Gary, this is a tough verse. | think it is one that the Roman Catholic's like to use to justify
their confessional!

Personally you don't see explicit examples of the apostles using this 'power’ but there are at least
some indications that it might have been used in Church disipline cases. I'm thinking of Paul
turning that fornicator over to Satan for the destruction of the flesh ( 1 Cor 5); Another time was
when Paul cursed Elymas ( Acts 13:8-12 ); then there was the time when Peter took on Simon for
his sins ( Acts 8:20-23 ); then there was Alexander the coppersmith that Paul mentioned in a very
negative light ( 2 Tim 4:14 ); and then there was John who said that he would 'remember’
Diotrephes who had caused some trouble in the Church ( 3 John 1:9-10).

I'm sure though that they would have followed Jesus' example in forgiving even these extreme
cases if the offenders came forth with true repentance.

It's hard to have a specific explanation on these verses but it's sure something for us to think

about.

Blessings,
William

William,
The Scriptures you shared give a good explanation where it could be applied.

Gary
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Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels" Retaining Sins?
Posted by james on Sat, 04 Jul 2015 12:57:34 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

william wrote on Fri, 03 July 2015 17:55james wrote on Fri, 03 July 2015 06:25We all know that
I'm no theologian...)

Ahh James, now you're just being modest! Here is the definition of a Theologian:

...one who is learned in theology.

1. (Theology) a person versed in or engaged in the study of theology, esp Christian theology
...a person versed in theology.

http://www.thefreedictionary.com/theologian

And what is "theology" but the study of God?

The absence of a trailing D.D. after your name doesn't phase me one bit!!! <grin>

Blessings,
William

<GRIN> Yeah, titles given men don't impress me too much either...

In all seriousness all | ever hope to be is a man who gets to behold the Glory of God for all
eternity. And that hope is realized through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ and the gift of
righteousness imputed unto me because of His Righteousness, through faith (which also is a gift).
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Isaiah 66:2

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels" The Centurion
Posted by Gary on Wed, 08 Jul 2015 10:03:04 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

In Matthews gospel we find a man that is called the "Centurion"”. In the ancient Roman army this
was a man who was in charge over a platoon of men called a "century".

He is mentioned in Matthew as well as Luke's gospel. When you look at both of the scenarios
given we find one man with two different descriptions on what took place. | believe the Bible is
totally accurate and that there is an explanation of what exactly took place or maybe there is no
clear cut reason and just leave it at what it says.

Quote:
Matthew 8:5-13

5 Now when Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to Him, pleading with Him, 6
saying, a€celLord, my servant is lying at home paralyzed, dreadfully tormented.a€e

7 And Jesus said to him, a€cel will come and heal him.a€e

8 The centurion answered and said, &€celLord, | am not worthy that You should come under my
roof. But only speak a word, and my servant will be healed. 9 For | also am a man under authority,
having soldiers under me. And | say to this one, 4€"Go,a€™ and he goes; and to another,
a€"Come,a€™ and he comes; and to my servant, &€ Do this,a€™ and he does it.4€e

10 When Jesus heard it, He marveled, and said to those who followed, &€ceAssuredly, | say to
you, | have not found such great faith, not even in Israel' 11 And | say to you that many will come
from east and west, and sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. 12
But the sons of the kingdom will be cast out into outer darkness. There will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.&€+ 13 Then Jesus said to the centurion, &€ceGo your way; and as you have
believed, so let it be done for you.4€+ And his servant was healed that same hour.

In Luke's gospel we find:

Quote:
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7:1 Now when He concluded all His sayings in the hearing of the people, He entered Capernaum.
2 And a certain centuriona€™s servant, who was dear to him, was sick and ready to die. 3 So
when he heard about Jesus, he sent elders of the Jews to Him, pleading with Him to come and
heal his servant. 4 And when they came to Jesus, they begged Him earnestly, saying that the one
for whom He should do this was deserving, 5 &€cefor he loves our nation, and has built us a
synagogue.a€s

6 Then Jesus went with them. And when He was already not far from the house, the centurion
sent friends to Him, saying to Him, &€celLord, do not trouble Yourself, for | am not worthy that You
should enter under my roof. 7 Therefore | did not even think myself worthy to come to You. But
say the word, and my servant will be healed. 8 For | also am a man placed under authority, having
soldiers under me. And | say to one, a€"Go,a€™ and he goes; and to another, &€"Come,a€™ and
he comes; and to my servant, &€"Do this,a€™ and he does it.a€e

9 When Jesus heard these things, He marveled at him, and turned around and said to the crowd
that followed Him, a€cel say to you, | have not found such great faith, not even in Israel'é€e 10
And those who were sent, returning to the house, found the servant well who had been sick.

Matthew who was probably there shows the centurion coming to Jesus, Luke on the other hand
who gathered the information from others is telling us that the centurion sent his friends.

It appears this is the same man in each account and that he lived in Capernaum. The question is
trying to find out why Luke is giving a different description of what took place or again is he giving
more information and leaving out the fact that the centurion was there with his friends?

| am sure there is a plausible explanation on this. In Matthews gospel we see the servant is
paralyzed and tormented, | would assume from the pain and sickness, in Luke we are told he is
sick and on the verge of death.

Either way we know the man was healed, on just the fact that the Roman Centurion believed that
Jesus would and could heal the man on just His spoken Word. One other thing, one would
assume this Centurion was a gentile who believed Jesus was the Son of God.

Is there a solution to these verses?

Gary
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Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Gary on Fri, 10 Jul 2015 09:55:42 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

The Roman empire was very barbaric in their practices. The government officials could do
whatever they wanted and they answered to no one.

Quote:

Matthew 14:1 At that time Herod the tetrarch heard the report about Jesus 2 and said to his
servants, &€ceThis is John the Baptist; he is risen from the dead, and therefore these powers are
at work in him.&€+ 3 For Herod had laid hold of John and bound him, and put him in prison for the
sake of Herodias, his brother Philipa€™s wife. 4 Because John had said to him, &€celt is not
lawful for you to have her.a€+ 5 And although he wanted to put him to death, he feared the
multitude, because they counted him as a prophet.

6 But when Heroda€™s birthday was celebrated, the daughter of Herodias danced before them
and pleased Herod. 7 Therefore he promised with an oath to give her whatever she might ask.

8 So she, having been prompted by her mother, said, &€0eGive me John the Baptista€™s head
here on a platter.a€e

9 And the king was sorry; nevertheless, because of the oaths and because of those who sat with
him, he commanded it to be given to her. 10 So he sent and had John beheaded in prison. 11 And
his head was brought on a platter and given to the girl, and she brought it to her mother. 12 Then
his disciples came and took away the body and buried it, and went and told Jesus.

Herod has John's head cut off and then it is brought in on a platter and given to the daughter and
she carries it to her mother.

Was her mother that offended that she would have someones head brought in on a platter. Herod
could murder someone anytime he wanted and no one said a word.

A different man named Herod has hundreds of male children that were two years old and younger
put to death. No one says a word. The Romans were barbaric and answered to no one.
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Herods wife was highly offended because someone mentioned her sinful practices.

Makes you wonder if people today when they hear certain things are wrong or sinful if they have
this same attitude in their hearts. Maybe this is why society as a whole keeps acting like there is
nothing wrong with this sin or that sin.

The problem is Christians are not the ones who made the rules we just tell them what God thinks
about their wickedness and that He will forgive and forget whatever sins they have been
practicing.

All John said was: It is not lawful that you should have her. Herod's brothers wife, took great
offense at these words.

Gary

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Gary on Sat, 11 Jul 2015 11:55:01 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

When you first become a Christian you readily accept what you are told concerning the Bible. Now
that truth has become a part of your life, you believe the Bible is all true, and generally what you
hear from others you accept as being true.

Jesus said, | am the Way, the Truth, and the Life, no man comes to the Father except by me.

What this is saying is, He is the way into Heaven, the Truth and reality of God, and the Life we
should live in Him. There could be other interpretations as well.

Even though we have heard a lot of things passed down from well meaning people, there has
been a lot of information passed down after two thousand years that has been interwoven into

Page 87 of 221 ---- Cenerated from Welconme to OO by FUDforum 3.0.0


http://overcomersonline.com/FUDforum2/index.php?t=usrinfo&id=224
http://overcomersonline.com/FUDforum2/index.php?t=rview&th=939&goto=11654#msg_11654
http://overcomersonline.com/FUDforum2/index.php?t=post&reply_to=11654
http://overcomersonline.com/FUDforum2/index.php

Christian thinking that is for the most part not even found in the Bible.
It appears the enemy has sown tares of information into the Christian world.

We've all been there to some degree, like one person told me one time, "if Grandma believed it
then its good enough for me". Another lady comes to mind who | was showing her the scriptures
on the Baptism, hands me back the Bible and says, "you need to talk to my Pastor". People tend
not to question someone in authority or some loving family member nor do they look to see what
they have been told is true. I'm not saying to question every little thing, but if someone tells you
something about the Bible and you find later its not even in there you have to be honest enough to
admit it. We've all traveled down this road, and we have to come to some conclusion on what
does the Bible say.

It's the little foxes that spoil the vine. One little thing here and another there and before you know it
you have a whole new gospel.

Okay maybe some things aren't a major deal, for instance; the three wise men at the manger.
Were told every year that three wise men showed up at the manger. But in reality "some" wise
men, we don't know how many showed up at a house not the manger, where Mary and Joseph
was with the baby Jesus. This is one example among dozens, the church world then ends up
having so many distortions that people come to the place that they cannot see the truth on water
baptism, Baptism in the Spirit, etc., and are fearful of going forward in the Kingdom. With so many
new additions it becomes a different gospel. When | first heard about the Baptism of the Spirit |
was a little afraid and hesitant but because | saw it in the Bible | wanted it. If we see it in the Bible
its there for us as believers.

Hearing they shall hear but not hear and seeing they shall see but not see.

Anyway with all that said, | wanted to look at many different characters in the Gospels and sort
through what it says in relationship to these individuals. This may take some time on my part so |
can only post off and on till | think | have it. If | overlook anything please let me know, | must admit
| did not catch it concerning the wise men. It's easy to hold on to something and not realize its
been changed by who knows who. Every bodies input is appreciated and no offense is taken if |
have come to a wrong conclusion and need to change as well.

Concerning another individual, we have been told that Mary Magdalene was a prostitute, Does the
scriptures teach this? This is just some of the people | will be looking at, but of course | will not
cover every single individual. There is a lot of information in the New Testament that has been
twisted over the centuries concerning certain individuals.

Jesus said, when He returns to the earth, will He find faith. God is eternal and always was here,
man was created from dirt and with his finite mind it is hard to comprehend the fact that God is
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who He says He is and that is "God".

The world or liberals and atheists say there is no God. The Christians believe there is a God who
is invisible and we cannot see Him, only His handiwork. With are finite minds we can only
understand this One who came from Eternity and created us, through Jesus and His Word
revealed to us.

| have tried to think in my mind about the Lord from all of Eternity and it can only come to a blank,
its beyond our scope of understanding Him. We just have to believe by "faith” that He is who He
says He is, the Great "l Am".

Faith is the total reality of the invisible God and that God can do anything He wishes in His
universe. This is a rest in the fact that He is our God, but there is also a measure of fear, that God
is who He says He is and that is "God", do you understand this?

Thankfully we can approach the Father through Jesus Christ the Lamb who was slain on our
behalf.

| think its good not to lose sight of who "God" really is, and that what His Word reveals is what He
intended us to know about Him.

Gary

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by james on Sat, 11 Jul 2015 16:09:14 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Gary,

Sometimes stopping to meditate on the surrounding scriptures and even chapters allow us to see
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things differently and in an all together different light. | was thinking this morning as | read my daily
reading, Matthew chapter twenty one about the question you asked concerning Bethany and it's
location in relation to Jerusalem.

We're told near the end of chapter twenty that Jesus and His disciples were coming from Jericho
towards Jerusalem(east to west) and came to the area known as Bethphage where Jesus sent
the two ahead to get the ass (to fulfill the prophecy made in the OT concerning how He would
enter the city of Jerusalem.)

After entering the city amid the praise and worship of the people lining the way and clearing out
the temple He left Jerusalem and went to Bethany to spend the night.(Good chance He stayed
with Lazarus, Martha, and Mary, but it doesn't say that). The next morning He got up and returned
to the city(as we know, Bethany is only a couple miles away...like the suburbs, and would take
maybe only half an hour walking or less if by donkey.), this is where the fig tree was cursed for not
having figs on it and the scripture that is/was so often quoted in the faithcamp about speaking to
the mountain and casting it into the sea and not doubting.

Anyway, stopping and thinking about what we're reading and maybe going to the maps in the
back of the Bible, <my antigue Thompson Chain Reference> it can help us understand better. |
seem to 'discover' things that I'd not seen previously each time | go through, as, I'm sure is true for
all who approach God's Word seeking truth and understanding. (Praying and asking for wisdom
and understanding certainly is not excluded, Duh!)

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by william on Sat, 11 Jul 2015 19:41:12 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Quote:Anyway, stopping and thinking about what we're reading and maybe going to the maps in
the back of the Bible, <my antique Thompson Chain Reference> it can help us understand better.
| seem to 'discover' things that I'd not seen previously each time | go through, as, I'm sure is true
for all who approach God's Word seeking truth and understanding. (Praying and asking for
wisdom and understanding certainly is not excluded, Duh!)

There are two resources that I've found to be very helpful when doing the above:

The IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament by Craig S. Keener
http://mwww.amazon.com/IVP-Bible-Background-Commentary-Testam
ent/dp/0830824782/ref=sr_1_fkmr2_2?ie=UTF8&qid=143664256
0&sr=8-2-fkmr2&keywords=Ivp+international+background
+commentary&pebp=1436642668721&perid=15JYD35KSNMTKTY ZQE9E
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Hard Sayings of the Bible by Walter C. Kaiser Jr.and Peter H. Davids
http://www.amazon.com/Hard-Sayings-Bible-Walter-Kaiser/dp/08
30815406/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1436642771&sr=8-1&am
p;keywords=hard+sayings+of+the+bible&pebp=1436642775900&
amp;perid=1KOKFMWTYFX5G340V51C

These two books provide excellent background information on the NT. The versions that | have
are from 1995 and 1990 respectively but these later editions probably have even more useful
information added. We used to get these offers to join different book clubs (I don't know if they
even do that any more!) and oftentimes they would have a couple of freebees to get people
interested so we took advantage of it and | got both in hardcover for free! After using them
though, I'd gladly pay the retail price.

Blessings,
William

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Marilyn Crow on Sun, 12 Jul 2015 06:33:25 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Hi James,

| appreciated your narrative, connecting what Jesus did in that time frame. Also | have my father's
Thompson Chain Reference. It has so much detail & diagrams etc. A great resource.

Marilyn.

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Gary on Sun, 12 Jul 2015 07:36:57 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

james wrote on Sat, 11 July 2015 12:09Gary,

Sometimes stopping to meditate on the surrounding scriptures and even chapters allow us to see
things differently and in an all together different light. | was thinking this morning as | read my daily
reading, Matthew chapter twenty one about the question you asked concerning Bethany and it's
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location in relation to Jerusalem.

We're told near the end of chapter twenty that Jesus and His disciples were coming from Jericho
towards Jerusalem(east to west) and came to the area known as Bethphage where Jesus sent
the two ahead to get the ass (to fulfill the prophecy made in the OT concerning how He would
enter the city of Jerusalem.)

After entering the city amid the praise and worship of the people lining the way and clearing out
the temple He left Jerusalem and went to Bethany to spend the night.(Good chance He stayed
with Lazarus, Martha, and Mary, but it doesn't say that). The next morning He got up and returned
to the city(as we know, Bethany is only a couple miles away...like the suburbs, and would take
maybe only half an hour walking or less if by donkey.), this is where the fig tree was cursed for not
having figs on it and the scripture that is/was so often quoted in the faithcamp about speaking to
the mountain and casting it into the sea and not doubting.

Anyway, stopping and thinking about what we're reading and maybe going to the maps in the
back of the Bible, <my antigue Thompson Chain Reference> it can help us understand better. |
seem to 'discover' things that I'd not seen previously each time | go through, as, I'm sure is true for
all who approach God's Word seeking truth and understanding. (Praying and asking for wisdom
and understanding certainly is not excluded, Duh!)

James,

To be honest | mainly am trying to keep some type of dialogue going that may spark conversation.
LOL | enjoy what small amount of fellowship we have here. There is something about those who
have walked through what we experience | guess will never leave me. Some call it the good old
days, and there was a lot of good and bad memories associated with the past, | realize.

Again | must say its a whole different world out there now. | work around 7 or 8 men who are
christian heathen. What | mean by this is they are faithful church goers, all different backgrounds,
who believe they can use every curse word you can think of, and two of them brag about their
porn, | have even heard some curse God. Several of these men attend pentecostal style churches
and | know the pastor of the one church.

I'm the odd ball who does not participate in their vile jokes and sensual rhetoric, | generally have
to leave acting like I'm busy at work. Anything spiritual they mock and make fun at, there is a
definite lack of understanding or maybe their not being taught much.

So its refreshing to know that on the board here, there is some still out there who hold to a higher
standard. Some may call this legalism but | believe what Jesus said, that a man will be justified
by his words, by our words we will be justified and by our words we will be condemned. Its
appointed for men once to die and then the judgement. Who is His mother and brothers and
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sisters?, its those who does His will and word and keeps it. | don't see in scripture that Christians
can just do what they want when they want. So | may come up with stuff that sounds elementary
sometimes just overlook what you can and bare with me.

| recently heard that there has been a discussion or sermon in some churches that says what
makes a word a cuss word is only recognized by those who thinks its wrong. In other words,
words are what we make them. If you think a cuss word is wrong then its wrong for you but if you
think its okay to use then there is nothing wrong with using it. Like | said things have sure changed
since | came into the walk. Now we see cocktail parties, people loving this old world, smoking and
cussing all in the name of Christianity.

Another thing you mentioned about those in the "faith camp”. | know there was a lot of extremes,
but I have found every church for some reason or another falls into some type of pet peeve
doctrine. I don't know why this is unless they think there is safety in staying with just certain
concepts and ideas.

Why | am saying this is | still consider myself part of the faith camp. Not with all the extremes that
we witnessed. But when | read where Jesus was constantly dealing with a persons faith in daily
matters. Whether it was healing, walking on water, or casting trees in the ocean. He either
rebuked them for a lack of faith, having little faith, or having great faith.

It sounds to me like Jesus is concerned on what a person believes in Him and His abilities as
God. | believe if Jesus said we can cast a mountain in the ocean or a tree that the ability is there,
whether | ever experience it or not.

While reading the gospels | cannot get away from the fact that the faith message originated with
the Lord Himself. Maybe this is why He said when He returns will He find faith on the earth. | don't
believe this is only concerning salvation but that is a part of it.

I've tried to look at the Bible and see if Jesus meant something else when He talks about faith,
(maybe its just all about salvation), but | find that He is the One who confronts us concerning our
lack of faith in His ability as the Living and only God.

God is God and is so much greater then us as created beings and it seems sometimes that
everyone forgets who He really is, what He can do, and what He says to us.

| know that many have went to extremes concerning this teaching, and have tried to lord it over
others. When its a reality we have to seek out on our own and to know Him, | guess the Bible calls
it working out our own salvation.

Mainly I'm just sharing somethings here and know you were only making a statement not implying
anything, but the thoughts crossed my mind to share what | thought about the Lord. | hope you
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understand what | am saying in the right spirit of things concerning all of this. Jesus told His
brothers one time that their time was anytime but His time had not yet come.

We all stand on the very edge of eternity and as Jesus said to His brothers can apply to us as
well, our time is anytime, it is in His hands. If were given eighty years what is that in the light of
eternity. There is an old song that goes, "Only whats done for Christ will last". Eighty years is
nothing compared to eternity, were still and always will be little children compared to the Eternal
One.

Anyway woke up at 1:30 thinking about all of this and thought I'd might write a quick note, Oh, |
did look at the map later after you shared about it and there was Bethany it was very close, | don't
know why | did not think to look first. Duh hopefully not a senior moment.

William
| will look for that book concerning the hard sayings it sounds like a good one to have. | recently
was going through CBD's catalog wondering if there was any good books left out there.

Gary

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Marilyn Crow on Mon, 13 Jul 2015 07:27:44 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Hi Gary,

| encourage & commend you bro. for walking away from unrighteous talk. | have been praying for
you & the situation as | know you have a “pastoral” heart for others. | do believe in the Lord that
one man from that group will receive the conviction by the Holy Spirit & even come to you for
prayer. Be strong, for God is with you.
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As regards “faith,” as | see it -

1. The people of Israel were to have faith in that God promised that He would send them a
Messiah & that they would rule the nations. Jesus in the gospels reminds them of what God has
promised for them.

2. Then the Body of Christ (not known before that) are to have faith in that Jesus is our head &
that we will be kingpriests with Him in the third heaven.

Marilyn.

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Gary on Mon, 13 Jul 2015 10:06:32 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Marilyn Crow wrote on Mon, 13 July 2015 03:27Hi Gary,

| encourage & commend you bro. for walking away from unrighteous talk. | have been praying for
you & the situation as | know you have a “pastoral” heart for others. | do believe in the Lord that
one man from that group will receive the conviction by the Holy Spirit & even come to you for
prayer. Be strong, for God is with you.

As regards “faith,” as | see it -

1. The people of Israel were to have faith in that God promised that He would send them a
Messiah & that they would rule the nations. Jesus in the gospels reminds them of what God has
promised for them.

2. Then the Body of Christ (not known before that) are to have faith in that Jesus is our head &
that we will be kingpriests with Him in the third heaven.

Marilyn.

Hi Marilyn,

I'm thinking about what you said in the other post and will get to it later, concerning the bride of
Christ.
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This morning | was reading where Jesus said:

Quote:

18 Now in the morning, as He returned to the city, He was hungry. 19 And seeing a fig tree by the
road, He came to it and found nothing on it but leaves, and said to it, &€ceLet no fruit grow on you
ever again.a€+ Immediately the fig tree withered away.

20 And when the disciples saw it, they marveled, saying, a€ceHow did the fig tree wither away so
soon?a€e.

21 So Jesus answered and said to them, a€ceAssuredly, | say to you, if you have faith and do not
doubt, you will not only do what was done to the fig tree, but also if you say to this mountain,
a€Be removed and be cast into the sea,a€™ it will be done. 22 And whatever things you ask in
prayer, believing, you will receive.a€e

Jesus says that with faith we can command a mountain into the sea. | know many quote this as
meaning mountains or problems we have to deal with in our lives. But He is talking about a literal
mountain when He is speaking to His disciples.

Then He goes on to say, "whatever things you ask in prayer, believing, you will receive."”
God is not a man that He should lie, so if God tells us this is what will happen then it is possible. |
think we put the limits on ourselves by rationalizing what is taking place around us and what

others think.

No matter what happens we cannot deny the fact that Jesus did say this. Let's not forget who we
are dealing with and that is God Himself.

| choose to believe what Jesus says, contrary to what my mind or circumstances say is or is not
possible. Jesus would not give us a rock if we ask for bread, right?

All I am saying is if Jesus Christ is telling us His people something then it has to be true. No

matter what camp someone finds themselves setting in, the reality is that God is the one who
spoke these words.

Gary
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Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Gary on Mon, 13 Jul 2015 10:32:10 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

One more quick thing here. | think men can distort a verse like this to consume upon their own lust
for things. What do we see the disciples doing in the book of Acts with this verse?

Well we don't see Peter believing for a new shipping fleet, or Paul believing for the newest Roman
chariot so he can go minister to the surrounding cities to get the word out.

Today people need $8000.00 penthouse rooms with a view, 60 million dollar jets, sporty cars,
million dollar homes to work out of, so they are able to minister the gospel. We hear constant
pitches concerning the needs of the ministry so they can preach and reach the masses.

Jesus, Paul, the Apostles chose to walk everywhere and to endure hardships in order to preach
the gospel.

At least this is some of the things that should be considered when it comes to this verse. Where
is the fine line and can it be distorted?

Gary

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
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Posted by Marilyn Crow on Tue, 14 Jul 2015 07:10:01 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Hi Gary,

Yes | agree people do like to twist & distort God's word to their ideas & desires. That's why it is
good to share & discuss with you fellas here as you are serious about respecting God's word. We
may not always agree, but we are trying to understand each other & God's word.

Now about that scripture -

"So Jesus answered & said to them, "Assuredly, | say to you, if you have faith & do not doubt, you
will not only do what was done to the fig tree, but also if you say to this mountain, "Be removed &

be cast into the sea,” then it will be done.” (Matt. 21: 21)

Trevor & | have been discussing it. So here is what we think - Obviously God is not telling us to
rearrange His earth - put a mountain in the sea or over there etc.

Let's look at the word "mountain” & then the context of what Jesus is talking about.

mountain - Gk word "oros” - meaning to rise or rear, akin to "airo’ -meaning to lift, ....make to
doubt, take away.

So we see that Jesus is talking to the disciples to have faith in what God has promised their nation
& not to doubt. He then gives a pictorial illustration of “taking doubt away."

Marilyn.

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Gary on Tue, 14 Jul 2015 10:22:11 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message
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Marilyn Crow wrote on Tue, 14 July 2015 03:10Hi Gary,

Yes | agree people do like to twist & distort God's word to their ideas & desires. That's why it is
good to share & discuss with you fellas here as you are serious about respecting God's word. We
may not always agree, but we are trying to understand each other & God's word.

Now about that scripture -

"So Jesus answered & said to them, "Assuredly, | say to you, if you have faith & do not doubt, you
will not only do what was done to the fig tree, but also if you say to this mountain, "Be removed &
be cast into the sea," then it will be done.” (Matt. 21: 21)

Trevor & | have been discussing it. So here is what we think - Obviously God is not telling us to
rearrange His earth - put a mountain in the sea or over there etc.

Let's look at the word "‘mountain” & then the context of what Jesus is talking about.

mountain - Gk word "oros’ - meaning to rise or rear, akin to "airo’ -meaning to lift, ....make to
doubt, take away.

So we see that Jesus is talking to the disciples to have faith in what God has promised their nation
& not to doubt. He then gives a pictorial illustration of "taking doubt away."

Marilyn.

Hi Marilyn,
Tell Trevor | love that quote, that is: "God isn't telling us to rearrange the earth".
Like you said, look at the whole context. What started the whole conversation that Jesus had with

His disciples. It was the fig tree being totally withered from the roots up. Obviously they saw
leaves totally dried up and fallen to the ground because they could not see the actual roots.
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Whatever happened the disciples were totally astounded at what took place.
Then Jesus goes on and talks about faith in God.

Quote:
17 Then He left them and went out of the city to Bethany, and He lodged there.

18 Now in the morning, as He returned to the city, He was hungry. 19 And seeing a fig tree by the
road, He came to it and found nothing on it but leaves, and said to it, &€ceLet no fruit grow on you
ever again.a€+ Immediately the fig tree withered away.

The Lesson of the Withered Fig Tree

20 And when the disciples saw it, they marveled, saying, a€ceHow did the fig tree wither away so
Soon?a€s

21 So Jesus answered and said to them, a€ceAssuredly, | say to you, if you have faith and do not
doubt, you will not only do what was done to the fig tree, but also if you say to this mountain,

a€ Be removed and be cast into the sea,a€™ it will be done. 22 And whatever things you ask in
prayer, believing, you will receive.a€e

We see further information in Mark's gospel:

Quote:

12 Now the next day, when they had come out from Bethany, He was hungry. 13 And seeing from
afar a fig tree having leaves, He went to see if perhaps He would find something on it. When He
came to it, He found nothing but leaves, for it was not the season for figs. 14 In response Jesus
said to it, &€celLet no one eat fruit from you ever again.a€e

And His disciples heard it.

15 So they came to Jerusalem. Then Jesus went into the temple and began to drive out those
who bought and sold in the temple, and overturned the tables of the money changers and the
seats of those who sold doves. 16 And He would not allow anyone to carry wares through the
temple. 17 Then He taught, saying to them, a€cels it not written, & My house shall be called a
house of prayer for all nationsa€™? But you have made it a &€ den of thieves.&€™ a€e

18 And the scribes and chief priests heard it and sought how they might destroy Him; for they
feared Him, because all the people were astonished at His teaching. 19 When evening had come,
He went out of the city.
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20 Now in the morning, as they passed by, they saw the fig tree dried up from the roots. 21 And
Peter, remembering, said to Him, &€ceRabbi, look! The fig tree which You cursed has withered
away.a€e

22 So Jesus answered and said to them, a€ceHave faith in God. 23 For assuredly, | say to you,
whoever says to this mountain, &€™Be removed and be cast into the sea,a€™ and does not doubt
in his heart, but believes that those things he says will be done, he will have whatever he says. 24
Therefore | say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you receive them,
and you will have them.

Jesus curses the fig tree then the very next day as they are walking by it Peter remembering what
took place is astounded and says, "Rabbi, look! The fig tree which You cursed has withered
away."

Its amazing what they saw took place in the three years they walked with Jesus. Here is one good
example. They saw with their own eyes a tree totally withered away at just a spoken word from
Jesus.

Jesus tells them to "Have faith in God". The word for mountain is "Oros" not like a small hill which
the greek word is "bonnes", which I'm no greek scholar when it comes to different words.

The point is that Jesus is talking about a fig tree that has withered and mentions a mountain, but if
you read here He goes on to explain, that if you believe that those things will be done,

that: he believes that the things he "says" will be done.

| think that the emphasis is on "believing" and "saying" concerning our praying. But Jesus is
talking about a fig tree and a mountain using emphasis on believing for the impossible, with God
all things are possible.

| believe if a Christians heart is towards the Lord and doing His Will that the very fact He is serving
the Living God, that the Lord will move in his behalf when needed or even when we don't know it.
Your right though we probably won't be throwing mountains around the earth.

Having faith towards God is a witness to the world that He is everything He says He is, were not
powerless or helpless on this earth but we have confidence in Him. After all we are serving the
Great God of the universe.

While everyone on this earth is worrying and fretting about life we can boldly claim that God is
more then sufficient in time of need. Why? Because we know and believe that He is.

Page 101 of 221 ---- Generated from \Welconme to OO by FUDforum 3.0.0


http://overcomersonline.com/FUDforum2/index.php

Jesus is our all in all.

While everyone was mocking Jesus, (Pharisees, scribes, etc.), the power of God was still
manifesting to help others. A man with a withered arm stands up, everyone sees the withered
arm and then they see it made totally whole. What was the reaction, they became indignant and
angry. What a strange reaction, they see a miracle and then get mad about it.

Anyway not to stray off from what you said, But if Jesus says a fig tree or a literal mountain, we
can know that He is telling us nothing is impossible when we pray. These are literal examples
showing us that their is no limit with God and prayer.

One last thing we cannot deny the fact that Moses parted the red sea so they could go to safety,
Joshua stopped the sun in the sky, Daniel spent the night in a lions den, Elijah stopped the rain,
this is just a few names of men who walked with God and changed the course of nature, so why
would it seem strange if we could curse a fig tree or move a mountain if we're in the Lords Will
and needed a miracle. After all, we are citizens of the same Kingdom.

Gary

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Gary on Wed, 15 Jul 2015 09:41:15 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Marilyn Crow wrote on Tue, 14 July 2015 03:10Hi Gary,

Yes | agree people do like to twist & distort God's word to their ideas & desires. That's why it is
good to share & discuss with you fellas here as you are serious about respecting God's word. We
may not always agree, but we are trying to understand each other & God's word.

Now about that scripture -
"So Jesus answered & said to them, "Assuredly, | say to you, if you have faith & do not doubt, you

will not only do what was done to the fig tree, but also if you say to this mountain, "Be removed &
be cast into the sea," then it will be done.” (Matt. 21: 21)
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Trevor & | have been discussing it. So here is what we think - Obviously God is not telling us to
rearrange His earth - put a mountain in the sea or over there etc.

Let's look at the word "‘mountain” & then the context of what Jesus is talking about.

mountain - Gk word "oros” - meaning to rise or rear, akin to "airo” -meaning to lift, ....make to
doubt, take away.

So we see that Jesus is talking to the disciples to have faith in what God has promised their nation
& not to doubt. He then gives a pictorial illustration of “taking doubt away.

Marilyn.

Hi Marilyn,

| highlighted the one quote because | think Jesus is talking to all of us and not just to the nation of
Israel,

Have been considering further what you have said here. If we take this approach your using are
we use this same word in other passages, for instance: Jesus went up on a mountain to pray or is
it Jesus went up to take doubt away and then prayed?

Every other scripture where this word for mountain is used would have to be interpreted the same
way.

| think we can take Jesus at His word for what it says, He is talking about a literal mountain and to
all of His disciples throughout time, meaning even to this present time.

"So Jesus answered & said to them, "Assuredly, | say to you, if you have faith & do not doubt, you
will not only do what was done to the fig tree, but also if you say to this mountain, "Be removed &
be cast into the sea," then it will be done.” (Matt. 21: 21)
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Jesus is telling us you will not only do what was done to this fig tree, but also if you say to this
mountain.

He is clearly telling us that its not only what we see done with this tree but also includes this
mountain.

Can you see this? He is using the fig tree as a lesson that nothing is impossible to those who
would have faith and most importantly they do not doubt. The emphasis is on having faith in God
and not doubting that what He is saying is possible.

If this was not the case why would the Lord even mention concerning the mountain?

Mark 9:23
Jesus said to him, &€celf you can believe, all things are possible to him who believes.a€s

"All" things does not mean "some" things, but it is only to those who can believe. Faith is the
substance of things hoped for the evidence of things not seen.

| honestly don't think taking Jesus at His Word could mean anything but what He Himself tells us.

Gary

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Marilyn Crow on Wed, 15 Jul 2015 23:59:34 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Hi Gary,

| certainly agree that what the Lord says is very important, words of eternal consequence. Even
when He says things to others we should still take note. However | do not go as far as taking
specific words to others to myself.

eg. When Christ rebukes Peter. | do learn from it, but know that Christ was talking specifically to
Peter.
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Also when the Lord is talking to the disciples regarding His purposes for Israel, | do learn of Christ
& what He is doing, but | do not take them to myself.

So in this scripture, Matt. 21: 21, as | said | see that the Lord uses pictorial language to illustrate
His lesson. | hear what you are saying about the "'mountain,” & of course we do not use the
figurative language for actual mountains. Just as we don't look at every "Rock,” & say, "there is
God," or every "Lion or Lamb,” & say there is Christ.

Actually | am reminded concerning "to rise, rear up, of 2 Cor. 10 -

For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh, for the weapons of our
warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, casting down arguments &
every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into
captivity to the obedience of Christ, & being ready to punish all disobedience when your
obedience is fulfilled.” (2 Cor. 10: 3 - 6)

| must say that you other post had a good flow of thoughts.
Blessings, Marilyn.

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by james on Thu, 16 Jul 2015 13:03:43 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Hi Marilyn,

| don't want to misunderstand you, so if | may, could | ask how you see the 'Sermon on the Mount'
or John 3:16, was Jesus addressing only the hearers gathered on the mount/plain and Nicodemus
or are we to take this literally as unto us as followers of Christ?

I'm not seeking contention or to put you down, just wondered how you received those
teachings...to 'learn lessons' from them, or to follow.
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Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Marilyn Crow on Fri, 17 Jul 2015 07:17:05 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Hi james,

What a gentle man you are, & so graciously asked. God bless you bro. You have such a precious
manner, especially at this time when | needed it. (Not all people on other forums are so mature,
kind & gracious.)

So to your question a€"

‘| don't want to misunderstand you, so if | may, could | ask how you see the 'Sermon on the
Mount' or John 3:16, was Jesus addressing only the hearers gathered on the mount/plain and
Nicodemus or are we to take this literally as unto us as followers of Christ?

I'm not seeking contention or to put you down, just wondered how you received those
teachings...to 'learn lessons' from them, or to follow.

Trevor & | have been talking regarding your question, so I'll share what we think. Then if you have
some enlightenment, we would be pleased to hear that also.

JOHN 3:16.

We looked at the whole passage & Trevor noted that Nicodemus was "a teacher of Israel,” as the
Lord said. Jesus also pointed out to Nicodemus that a€*

"Are you a teacher in Israel, & do not know these things?" (John 3: 10)

Jesus was amazed that Nicodemus did not know about being born of the Spirit as it is in what
God has told them in the Old Testament. (Ez. 36: 26 & 27, Ps. 51: 10 4€“ 13 & others)

So, although Jesus was talking specifically to Nicodemus, Jesus was referring to teaching by God,
of being born of the Spirit of God. The people of Israel & especially its teachers should have
known this.

Because Jesus is talking about a doctrine, a teaching of being a born of the Spirit, then we learn
from that teaching also. Then we have the greater revelation by the Spirit through the Apostle
Paul as to how the Spirit of God is building & maturing us into Christ’s Body & not into the nation
of Israel.
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THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT.

Matthew 5 & 6 is about Jesus telling Israel that they couldn't fulfil the law. They had elevated the
law to their own detriment, even trying to put it above Jesus.

When we read Matthew 5 & 6 the lesson is that we also can't fulfil the law, especially from the
heart. However since Christ fulfilled the law we can now continually look to Him to change our
hearts. This focuses on Christ & His wonderful work, & not upon us.

When we try & do the activities of Matt. 5 & 6 we will fall under the law. However if we grow in
knowing more of Christ, His character & sacrifice for us, then we will overcome & live by the Spirit.
This further revelation was given to the Apostle Paul.

When we read Matt. 5 & 6, we should be saying a€“

How blessed are we in Christ, because of His great sacrifice | can now become merciful...

How blessed are we in Christ, because He fulfilled the law, | can now come to Him all the time
with my offerings of praise & thanksgiving. | do not have to go through man or man's
organisations to do this.

How blessed are we in Christ, because of His holy Character, | can now be changed in my heart &
do not have to “cut off my right hand,” etc.

We do not elevate the law, but exalt the Lord Jesus Christ.
“Therefore the law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we might be justified by faith.” (Gal. 3:
24)

"Therefore God also has highly exalted Him & given Him the name which is above every name.’
(Phil. 2: 9)

Marilyn.
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Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by james on Fri, 17 Jul 2015 14:10:10 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Marilyn Crow wrote on Fri, 17 July 2015 02:17
Jesus was amazed that Nicodemus did not know about being born of the Spirit as it is in what
God has told them in the Old Testament. (Ez. 36: 26 & 27, Ps. 51: 10 4€* 13 & others)

So, although Jesus was talking specifically to Nicodemus, Jesus was referring to teaching by God,
of being born of the Spirit of God. The people of Israel & especially its teachers should have
known this.

Because Jesus is talking about a doctrine, a teaching of being a born of the Spirit, then we learn
from that teaching also. Then we have the greater revelation by the Spirit through the Apostle
Paul as to how the Spirit of God is building & maturing us into Christ’'s Body & not into the nation
of Israel.

God .

OK, good, | was concerned that 'maybe’ what you were saying was that it was only to the Jewish

people who teach two Gospels and they disregard what Jesus said because they consider that it
only applied to Israel. They center their teaching almost totally on Paul and his Epistles. There is
bits and pieces of truth in their teachings but they've distorted the truth and are taking away from
the four Gospels and what Jesus said.

Also concerning the Sermon on the Mount, | agree with you and Trevor as to Jesus explaining
that it is by The Spirit we are to live and we can't keep the Law in our flesh and own strength. | do
believe Jesus expects us to strive to live a holy and set apart life unto Him, but He knows that it's
only by His Spirit working within us(sanctification) that this is remotely possible.(as do we if we are
honest with ourselves) While we're ‘justified'(made right with God) when we are saved (believed
unto salvation through Christ Jesus our Lord), sanctification takes time.

But so many people today who profess Christ as Lord and Saviour don't believe Christians are
called to literally turn the other cheek; or, rather than kill enemies, actually love them and pray for
them; to forgive others their trespasses; to not swear; to give and expect nothing in return; ect. |
think He is showing that it is possible to be 'pure in heart', 'meek’, 'a peacemaker', ect. and that
God expects us to come to that place in our spiritual walk...but he plainly teaches throughout that
it's only by walking in the Spirit that it's possible. That's one reason the message of The Cross is
unpopular, no one want to "...take up their cross daily and follow Jesus..."...putting to death the
deeds of the flesh...ect.

So thanks for explaining...
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Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Marilyn Crow on Sat, 18 Jul 2015 00:44:59 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Hi james,

And thank you for that great teaching, explaining in detail the walk of the Spirit. So glad we are "on
the same page with this.

Amen bro. Marilyn.

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Gary on Sat, 25 Jul 2015 09:26:25 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Quote:

3 And being in Bethany at the house of Simon the leper, as He sat at the table, a woman came
having an alabaster flask of very costly oil of spikenard. Then she broke the flask and poured it on
His head. 4 But there were some who were indignant among themselves, and said, &€ceWhy was
this fragrant oil wasted? 5 For it might have been sold for more than three hundred denarii and
given to the poor.a€« And they criticized her sharply.

6 But Jesus said, a€celLet her alone. Why do you trouble her? She has done a good work for Me.
7 For you have the poor with you always, and whenever you wish you may do them good; but Me
you do not have always. 8 She has done what she could. She has come beforehand to anoint My
body for burial. 9 Assuredly, | say to you, wherever this gospel is preached in the whole world,
what this woman has done will also be told as a memorial to her.&a€e

Jesus goes to Bethany at the house of Simon the leper. Interesting title this man is called, Simon
the leper but while they were there setting at the table a woman comes with expensive spikenard
and anoints Jesus on the head.

Immediately the disciples become worked up and start criticizing the woman for what she is doing.
Why all the concern? They appear to be immediately concerned for the poor, and want to make

an issue with this woman bringing in this expensive ointment.

Jesus then gives them a mild rebuke. Let her alone. Why do you trouble her?
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Ever been in a situation where someone is being picked on and then someone stands up for the
individual? Sometimes those criticizing turn on the one taking up for the individual or if its
someone with authority speaking, some can become resentful because they have been called
down in the crowd.

Either way the disciples are making all this commotion and Jesus tells them to, Let her alone.

| believe Judas was offended because of what took place. Why? Because he immediately went to
the chief priests. Sometimes | think this man was offended because his motive was not concern
for the poor, but wanting to seem spiritual he speaks out against this woman's actions. Then
having been rebuked he goes out to betray Jesus.

Quote:

10 Then Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve, went to the chief priests to betray Him to them. 11 And
when they heard it, they were glad, and promised to give him money. So he sought how he might
conveniently betray Him.

There were other disciples who joined in with him but they received what the Lord was saying to
them, even though they did not fully understand what was about to take place.

Either way if this was or was not his motive, Jesus said, It would be better if the man who
betrayed Him was never born. The chief priests were "glad" at this news and promised, We can
give you some money. "Money" the answer to everything. If you have plenty of money in these
end times, you can get by with murder, rape, and you name it, and everyone turns their heads and
looks the other way.

The message here still lives on, only it plays out in different scenarios. People become offended
at what someone says and they try somehow to get back at the individual who made them appear
foolish. It happens all the time. The "Love" of money allows people to submit and to make
excuses to every kind of evil.

Looking at all the people's lives mentioned in the Gospels, we find were not to much different from
them today. The difference we make is our reaction on how we deal with what we face each day.

Gary
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Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by james on Sat, 25 Jul 2015 12:07:16 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Quote: title=Gary wrote on Sat, 25 July 2015 04:26

| believe Judas was offended because of what took place. Why? Because he immediately went to
the chief priests. Sometimes | think this man was offended because his motive was not concern
for the poor, but wanting to seem spiritual he speaks out against this woman's actions. Then
having been rebuked he goes out to betray Jesus.

John 12:6

Judas controlled the funds for their daily needs and he was disappointed because he wouldn't get
a chance to 'skim off' some of the proceeds from the sale of the valuable perfume....you know,
administrative fees. What amazes me is that Jesus knew all long that Judas would do what he did,
and that he was a thief; yet He taught him and showed him love...still.

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Gary on Sun, 26 Jul 2015 11:11:41 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

james wrote on Sat, 25 July 2015 08:07Quote: title=Gary wrote on Sat, 25 July 2015 04:26

| believe Judas was offended because of what took place. Why? Because he immediately went to
the chief priests. Sometimes | think this man was offended because his motive was not concern
for the poor, but wanting to seem spiritual he speaks out against this woman's actions. Then
having been rebuked he goes out to betray Jesus.

John 12:6

Judas controlled the funds for their daily needs and he was disappointed because he wouldn't get
a chance to 'skim off' some of the proceeds from the sale of the valuable perfume....you know,
administrative fees. What amazes me is that Jesus knew all long that Judas would do what he did,
and that he was a thief; yet He taught him and showed him love...still.
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So very true! As we both know stealing the money was just a part of the problem. Here was a man
who saw the miracles, heard the Word, and enjoyed the fellowship with the Son of God. He
betrayed Jesus but remember Peter denied even knowing Him. The difference was Peter turned
back to the Lord and was very sorrowful for his actions.

| was reading in Mark concerning forgiveness. Jesus shares that without forgiveness it can hinder
someone in praying.

Quote:

Mark 11:20 Now in the morning, as they passed by, they saw the fig tree dried up from the roots.
21 And Peter, remembering, said to Him, &€ceRabbi, look! The fig tree which You cursed has
withered away.a€-

22 So Jesus answered and said to them, &€ceHave faith in God. 23 For assuredly, | say to you,
whoever says to this mountain, &€ Be removed and be cast into the sea,a€™ and does not doubt
in his heart, but believes that those things he says will be done, he will have whatever he says. 24
Therefore | say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you receive them,
and you will have them.

25 a€ceAnd whenever you stand praying, if you have anything against anyone, forgive him, that
your Father in heaven may also forgive you your trespasses. 26 But if you do not forgive, neither
will your Father in heaven forgive your trespasses.a€s

Well here we see a second witness in scripture concerning this mountain and fig tree. Let
everything be established in the mouth of two or three witnesses.

Jesus is the one telling us about this mountain being removed and cast into the sea. He does
stress that you should not doubt in your heart but "believes” that those things he says will be
done, he will have whatever he says. That sounds pretty all conclusive while the Lord goes on to
say, "Therefore | say to you."

| heard a preacher say once that if you see the word "therefore™ in scripture you should look and
see what its "there for". In other words its for a reason, God is saying it. Jesus is saying, therefore
whatever "things" you ask in prayer, believing you shall have them.

| for one choose to believe what Jesus Christ is saying since He is the the Son of God. | may not
understand everything but if the Lord says something its good enough for me.

Quote:
Matthew 7:9 Or what man is there among you who, if his son asks for bread, will give him a
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stone? 10 Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent? 11 If you then, being evil, know how
to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good
things to those who ask Him!

Every good gift comes down from our Father in heaven.

This message is woven throughout the four Gospels. Whenever Jesus dealt with individuals He
almost always remarks concerning their faith in the situation.

Even when the Lord returned from the grave the first thing He did when he appears to His
disciples is He rebuked them because of their unbelief in that they did not believe those who came
to them and said we seen the Lord, He is Risen.

Quote:
14 Later He appeared to the eleven as they sat at the table; and He rebuked their unbelief and
hardness of heart, because they did not believe those who had seen Him after He had risen.

While searching the Gospels to see what did Jesus say concerning this subject | have to admit
this is not some doctrine fabricated by men. While men have distorted some aspects of this
teaching like they have done all the teachings of Jesus, we cannot deny the fact that Jesus did
stress this in His Ministry.

What is the significance here? Where talking about a "God", who rules the universe. Someone
who can create a man from dirt. We don't want to lose site that God is God. | think some people
tend to put God in the past, or God in the future, and miss the point that He is here for us Today.
Only men can put limits on God that He Himself has not put there, that is why it is important to
know Him and what He says in His Word.

Gary

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Marilyn Crow on Sun, 26 Jul 2015 22:39:53 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message
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Hi Gary,

| think you have said something very important there -

Quote:’I think some people tend to put God in the past, or God in the future, and miss the point
that He is here for us Today. Only men can put limits on God that He Himself has not put there,

that is why it is important to know Him and what He says in His Word.

| fully agree & thus know | need to keep “fresh™ in my walk with the Lord, so | can hear Him
clearly.

Blessings. Have a good day, Marilyn.

Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Gary on Wed, 29 Jul 2015 09:16:18 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Marilyn Crow wrote on Sun, 26 July 2015 18:39Hi Gary,

| think you have said something very important there -

Quote: | think some people tend to put God in the past, or God in the future, and miss the point
that He is here for us Today. Only men can put limits on God that He Himself has not put there,

that is why it is important to know Him and what He says in His Word."

| fully agree & thus know | need to keep “fresh” in my walk with the Lord, so | can hear Him
clearly.

Blessings. Have a good day, Marilyn.

Thanks Marilyn,

You and Trevor are both a Blessing from the Lord. What | write is for me as well as anyone. | find
its a daily process to strive to know the Lord and there are many distractions, if you know what |

mean.

Gary
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Subject: Re: Gleanings from the "Gospels"
Posted by Gary on Wed, 29 Jul 2015 10:03:05 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Jesus started out His ministry with everyone getting in an uproar on what He had to say. One of
His first recorded sermons when He did not speak in parables became very offensive to those
setting there.

Starting out we see Jesus reading scripture in the synagogue and it tells us that this was His
custom. So we can assume that He regularly read from the books of the OT scrolls:

Quote:

16 So He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up. And as His custom was, He went
into the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and stood up to read. 17 And He was handed the book of
the prophet Isaiah. And when He had opened the book, He found the place where it was written:

18

a€mThe Spirit of the Lord is upon Me,

Because He has anointed Me

To preach the gospel to the poor;

He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted,

To proclaim liberty to the captives

And recovery of sight to the blind,

To set at liberty those who are oppressed,;

19

To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.a€

20 Then He closed the book, and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all
who were in the synagogue were fixed on Him. 21 And He began to say to them, &€ceToday this
Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.a€+ 22 So all bore witness to Him, and marveled at the
gracious words which proceeded out of His mouth. And they said, 4€cels this not Josepha€™s
son?a€e.

After sharing that this scripture was being fulfilled this day, we see those in the synagogue bore
witness to Him and it says they "marveled" at the gracious words that proceeded from His mouth
and they were thinking "Is this not Joseph's son?" While their trying to figure it all out Jesus goes
on to tell them:

Quote:
23 He said to them, &€ceYou will surely say this proverb to Me, &€ Physician, heal yourself!
Whatever we have heard done in Capernaum, do also here in Your country.a€™a<€e 24 Then He
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