Subject: Lakeland Revival???
Posted by james on Tue, 27 May 2008 16:18:54 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Is it just me, or are there others out there who get BIG TIME CHECKS in their spirit when they
hear and see Todd Bentley? Is anyone paying attention to what he SAYS,the unscriptural mumbo
jumbo coming out of his mouth? | don't keep up with, nor do | want to, the religious community
and the latest goings on in those circles, that being said, | have been researching and reading up
on the "revival in Lakeland, Florida" because | know of christian friends, who have not been
blessed with the grounding in the Word, who are thinking "JESUS IS IN FLORIDA RAISING THE
DEAD AND HEALING THE SICK" using Todd Bentley. Now they're viewing me as a bad guy
cause | don't get all worked up,wanting to take off to go see these great signs and wonders.( Like |
really care what people think of me). Jesus told us to test the spirits to see if they be of God, to
look at the fruit produced to see what kind of tree it is. Surely I'm not alone in discerning this as
what it really is...a wolf in sheeps clothing, fleecing good meaning christians, people who want to
experience God and see His power, yet don't have The Word in them or don't listen to The Holy
Spirit to discern between the works of God and works of demons(he calls them angels sent from
Jesus). This is IMO just another example of Gods' Word being fulfilled in these last days. True
prophets and teachers have been warning us, yep, HEF included, for years to watch and be
viligant, for in the last days there would be false prophets and deceivers who would draw away
many...saying He's here, He's there. Matt.7:15-27 Seek to be the WISE man, build on "THE
ROCK" my brethern. We have been given "THE LIGHT",GODS HOLY WORD. | want to SHARE it
and shine it on darkness to light the way for others seeking to travel this road to ETERNAL LIFE.

Subject: Re: Lakeland Revival???
Posted by grandom on Tue, 27 May 2008 17:20:49 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Appreciate your post on lakelad fla brother.
| can assure you whole heartedly that this is a move of God.

2Thes 2 :9Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and
lying wonders,

10And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not
the love of the truth, that they might be saved.

11And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie:

Any doubts now?
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Subject: Re: Lakeland Revival???
Posted by Mark L on Tue, 27 May 2008 19:39:38 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Todd Bentley received the annointing he operates under at the Toronto Airport church. He was
part of that church for a long time even writing a column in their magazine.

I think God at times can operate in ways outside our understanding but he is not going to do it in
violation of his word. The special annointing at the airport came from OUTSIDE the christian
church. There is a direct line from Ken Copeland through Rodney Howard Browne to the airport
church leadership and by extension Bentley. I'm not interested in discussing Ken Copeland here.
If anyone thinks he is a christian minister then God help them.

I'm including a newletter below that was sent out recently by one of the former leadership at the
airport church because | think it is relevant. Todd Bentley received the annointing he operates
under at the Airport Church so anything to do with that church is relevant.

Subject: Re: Lakeland Revival???
Posted by Mark L on Tue, 27 May 2008 19:40:57 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

The TORONTO DECEPTION-by former Toronto Vineyard Pastor Paul Gowdy

It has taken me nine years to actually come to the place where | would write this story. Part of the
reason was because | was not fully convinced that it is appropriate to speak out against
weaknesses in the body of Christ publicly. Another reason is because it has taken years of soul
searching to become convinced that what happened in the Toronto Airport Church was

actually all bad or at least more bad than good!

For the past number of years | have called it a mixed blessing. | think James A. Beverly called it
this in his book Holy Laughter and the Toronto Blessing 1994. Today | would call it a mixed curse
concluding that any individual good that came from this experience is far outweighed by much
harm and satanic deception. | suppose that therein has been my dilemma. I have tried to live my
life in the fear of the Lord and Jesus told us that the unforgivable sin was the blasphemy of the
Holy Spirit. Attributing to Satan what was in fact a work of God. If pressed as to whether or not the
Toronto blessing is all God or all Devil | will still be hedgy, but I am convinced that Satan has used
this experience to blind people to the historical doctrines of God, to produce fruit in keeping with
repentance, to failing to test and discern the spirits and failing to test prophecy.
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After three years of being in the thick of the Toronto blessing our Vineyard assembly in
Scarborough ( East Toronto) just about self destructed. We devoured one another, with gossip,
backstabbing, division, sects criticism etc. After three years of 4€”soaking,a€™ praying

for people, shaking, rolling, laughing, roaring, ministering at TACF on their prayer team, leading
worship at TACF, preaching at TACF, basically living at TACF we were the most carnal, immature
and deceived Christians that | know. | remember saying to my friend and senior pastor at
Scarborough Vineyard Church in 1997 that ever since the Toronto Blessing came we have just
about fallen to bits! He agreed!

My experience has been that the manifestation of spiritual gifts mentioned in 1st Corinthians 12
was much more common in our assembly before January 1994 (when the Toronto blessing
started) than during this period of supposed Holy Spirit visitation.

During 1992-1993 when praying for people we would experience what | believe was genuine
prophesy, deliverance and much grace and favour from the Lord. After the Toronto Blessing
started, all ministry time changed, the only prayers were &€"More Lord MORE&€™,

the shouting of &€"Firea€™ the jerky shaking of the body with the &€"ooh ooh OOH
WOOOAAHA&E™ prayer. (I kid you not!)

On January 20th 1994 about 15 people from our church traveled over to Toronto Airport Vineyard
in order to listen to Randy Clark, a Vineyard pastor from the USA. John Arnott had called our
senior pastor to invite us. He communicated that Randy had been to the Rodney Howard Browne
meetings and that the stuff had broke out in his church in the following weeks. John was hoping
that something might break out with us too. We were only too happy to travel over. We were a
church plant out of the Toronto Airport and we started in 1992. In those days there were three
Vineyard Churches in Toronto. One Down Town church, Scarborough vineyard church to the east
and the Airport Church. We were one big happy family. Because we were small in number we did
special meetings, conferences etc, together.

The year before most of our leadership teams joined and had headed to Nicaragua for a short
term missions trip. We had genuine love and fellowship with each other. Since leaving the
Vineyard churches | have read a fair bit of analysis from the critics.

Some make out that the Toronto Blessing was one huge conspiracy to lead the body of Christ into
heresy. Heresy and apostasy | suspect may well be the result, but none of these destinations
were intentional. | am honestly convinced that the leaders in the Vineyard churches are genuine
born-again Christians who love the Lord, but have fallen into deception. They have not loved the
Lord enough to keep His commandments. They have failed to obey the scriptures and have been
led astray by our longing for something bigger and brighter and more exciting and dynamic. | am
guilty of this sin also. | have preached renewal in Korea, the United Kingdom, the USA and here in
Canada. | am genuinely repentant and in writing this story | would ask you the bride and body of
Christ to forgive me. Especially the Pentecostal/Charismatic Christians among you, for you are my
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immediate family theologically. | am an evangelical Christian, | always have been but | do not
believe in the cessation of the spiritual gifts at the end of the apostolic era. | believe that it was my
evangelical roots (my family are Baptists and | was born again in the

Presbyterian Church.) that started to open my eyes to problems with this so called renewal. In
hind sight I look back and think how could | have been so blind? | laughed at people acting like
dogs and pretending to urinate on the columns of the TACF building.

| watched people pretend to be animals, bark, roar, cluck, pretend to fly as if they had wings,
perpetually act drunk and sing silly songs. How | thought that any of this was from the Holy Spirit
of God amazes me today. It was loud irreverent and blasphemous to the Holy God of the Bible. |
suppose in my mind | reasoned that as long as they did not teach any thing in direct violation to
scripture then it was what we called the exotic. This is a buzz word for manifestations that could
not be justified from a biblical perspective. | was taught from the pulpit that we had two options.
The order of the nursery full of life and messy or the order of the graveyard, very orderly but dead!
As a young immature pastor | wanted life with mess. | failed to remember that God wants us to
become mature and grow up in him. | became disconcerted by the prophetic words that came
forth especially one by Carol Arnott in which she had her bride experience where she was taken
into the very presence of Jesus and said that the love that she experienced was even better than
sex! | was shocked in my spirit and thought how can one compare the love of God with sex?
When we suspected that demons were running riot in our services John Arnott would teach that
we should ask are they coming or going.

If they are leaving then that is ok! John would defend the chaos by saying that we ought not be
afraid of being deceived, if we have asked the Holy Spirit to come and fill us then how could Satan
come and deceive us? This would make Satan very strong and God very weak! He said that we
needed to have more faith in a Big God to protect us than in a Big Devil to deceive us. This
sounded very convincing but was totally contrary to scripture for Jesus and Paul and Peter and
John all warn us about the power of deceiving spirits and especially so in the last days. Again we
did not love God enough to obey His Word and the result was that we opened ourselves up to
lying spirits. May God have mercy upon us!

Finally the penny dropped for me as | was rolling around one night &€ drunk in the Spirita€™ as
we would say. | started singing and as | rolled around the floor the Nursery Rhyme a€"Mary had a
little lamb its fleece was white as snow.&€™ came to mind. | sang this in a mocking spirit and
instantly my heart told me this was a demon. Instantly | repented and was in total shock. How
could a demon get into me? Did | not love God? Was | not zealous for the things of God? Was |
not nuts about Jesus? | knew that an unclean spirit had just manifested through me and | was
guilty of great sin. After this experience | stayed away from TACF. | did not go back there

any more. | did not possess the conviction to denounce the whole experience but thought that we
where failing to pastor the Blessing well enough.

Even after | stopped going over to TACF, | had to pastor the fruit of it. One example was when
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some of our people returned from a meeting there asking us if we had all received the golden
sword of the Lord? | asked them what they were talking about thinking that it was some prophetic
reference to the Holy Scriptures but they said, &€™no, it's not the Bible, ita€™s an invisible golden
sword that only the really pure can receive. If taken in an unrighteous fashion then the Lord would
kill you. But if you are holy enough to receive it then you can wield this sword and it will heal AIDS,
Cancer etc. and bring salvation. How one wielded this sword was by

pretending to have this invisible sword in your hand and motioning to strike people with it when in
prayer!

| thought while even in deception at this time that the TACF had become Looney bins! This was
purportedly first received by Carol Arnott and then given to the ones holy enough to receive it!
Another thing was the golden fillings in the teeth. We had people in our assembly

peeping down one anothera€™s throats looking for the gold fillings that God had placed there to
show how much he loved them! In all my time there | only heard one message on repentance
given by a visiting speaker from Hong Kong named Jackie Pullinger. It went over like a lead
balloon. We were not there to repent, we were there to party in the Lord! After one year into the
blessing | spoke out at a pastors meeting and said &€"guys we have shaken, rattled, rolled,
laughed cried and bought the tee-shirt. But we have no revival, no salvation, no fruit and no
increased evangelism so whata€™s the deal?a€™ | was soundly rebuked - who was | to expect
to see fruit when the Lord was healing his broken people? We had been legalistic long enough
and God was spending this time restoring his wounded and freeing us from legalism | was told not
to push the Lord and the harvest would come in his time.&4€™

| knew this was wrong because the Lord had commanded us to go into all the earth and make
disciples! Not that everyone should take a sabbatical for who knows how long, while God does
some strange new thing! Ultimately | left over something as controversial as the ordination of
women. Personally | believe from scripture that women should not be pastors/elders in a local
assembly. | could be wrong on this and there is much debate in the Church today but that is my
conviction and in the Vineyard churches they were ordaining all the pastors' wives to co pastor
with them. | am certainly for women in ministry but believe that the Elder/pastor role in a local
assembly has been reserved for men. I did not write scripture but God willing | will have the grace
from now on to obey it.

So there is my story. | could go on and document much excess, folly, sin and latter day reign
teaching that manifest from the prophetic end of this Blessing but others have already done that.
We sang about Joela€™s army and the billion soul revival as if it were one of the Ten
Commandments, and as always it was just around the corner. Next month, next year etc. Jesus
said that when the son of man returns will he find faith upon the earth? And if he does not return
when he does no flesh would be saved but for the sake of the elect he comes. This is a far cry
from the dominionism that is being taught all through the vineyard/prophetic/ spiritual warfare
movement. | honestly think that they think they are going to take over the whole world! While in
the Vineyard | embraced a life verse from the Apostle Paul the phrase do not go beyond what is
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written!

To finish | just want to say sorry for the damage, that | have personally done by teaching things
that are not correct biblically. | repent before men as | already have before God. | will not excuse
my falling into deception. | did not bother to test things when the scriptures commanded us to do
so. Everyone who was there when this thing started knows that what | write is true, they would just
come to different conclusions especially if they are still promoting the &€ riverla€™

To those in the river | would say swim out, there are things living in the water that will bite you real
good! | love the people of TACF and the Vineyard movement but | think that we have much to
answer for and may the Lord open your eyes sooner rather than later. | suspect that when this
letter goes online | will get bombarded by emails from both camps, some damning me for still
believing in the ministry of the Holy Spirit and still walking in deception and some old friends
damning me for exposing dirt or being negative about the Lords anointed! Well, the Lord knows
my heart and by his grace he will guide me into all truth as | seek to know Christ and him crucified!
If you believe that | walk in sin and error please pray for me that the Lord would forgive me and
open my eyes. | will study the word to show my self a work man approved! | would call on all who
read this to pray that the Lord would open the eyes of all who have been involved in this
deception. Whether leader or follower, we are loved and the Lord is a forgiving God. He says if we
confess our sins he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and purify us from all
unrighteousness. | believe we are like the church in Laodicea, we think that we are rich, have
prospered and need nothing, we do not realise that we are wretched, pitiable,

poor, blind and naked.

We must take the Counsel of Jesus and buy gold refined in the fire (which is his suffering, not a
false spirit!), white garments to clothe our shameful nakedness and salve for our eyes that we
might see again. Jesus is calling us to repentance and thank the Lord that he is, for it will lead us
to true restoration with our Father! If God has forgiven me and opened my eyes then he can do it
for all those caught in deception too. | will finish with a warning from Paul, he says if you think you
are standing firm be careful lest you fall.

Sincerely Paul Gowdy.

Subject: Re: Lakeland Revival???
Posted by william on Mon, 02 Jun 2008 16:48:10 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Great article, hardbones!
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| see that there are a lot of posts lately and I'm trying to catch up a bit but | wanted to say that
some of these deceptions can be avoided by making sure we are firmly grounded in the truth.

Charismatics often are so enamored by the supernatural that they fail to acknowledge that there
are two sources of supernatural phenomena.

Jesus indicated that in the latter days there would be great deception. He exhorted his followers
to "take heed" (Matt 24, Lk 21, Mk 13) because this would be a time when many would be
deceived.

| have noticed that many of these "revivals" have been marked with one interesting characteristic--
uncontrollable physical phenomena (including vocal expressions) which can only be described as
demonic in nature. | can only find a few cases in the bible (help me out if you know of others)
where it seems as if another invisible entity affected the human body in such a way as to render it
helpless.

1) Saul when he prophesied.

2) Peter when he was in a "trance".

3) The soldiers when they tried to take Jesus... they fell backwards.
4) The forced bowing of the knees at the name of Jesus.

5) Balaam's trance (Numbers 24)

6) Daniel's and John's visions

6) Obvious demonic activity.

Saul's case is a bit dubious for obvious reasons. In the case of Peter, Daniel, and John, it is
unclear exactly what the "trance" included, or whether or not they were still able to control by an
act of their will their own actionsa€, Daniel apparently was without strength, but he seemed in
charge of his mental faculties.

So with the above exceptions (which may not be exceptions) the other cases either represented
the flesh failing in the presence of the Glory of God, or the presence of demonic activity.

| find it difficult to believe that God places "His" children into positions where their will is subdued
by an outside force. This happens regularly in these revival (so called) meetings.

We of course are called to yield to the Holy Spirit when He seeks to lead us or direct us, but | see
no scriptural support for any situation where a Christian becomes incapacitated to the extent that
he no longer controls his physical movements or vocal apparatus, and becomes controlled by
another "spirit", outside of cases of demonic possession.

God has given us a will and while he expects us to subject our volition to his leadings, at no time
are we called to blank our minds and become robots... the ability to control our minds and our

Page 7 of 197 ---- CGenerated from Wl cone to OO by FUDforum 3.0.0


http://overcomersonline.com/FUDforum2/index.php

bodies is a wonderful thing, and not in the least bit unspiritual .

Blessings,
William

Subject: Re: Lakeland Revival???
Posted by Mark L on Thu, 05 Jun 2008 03:52:59 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

This is a column by J Lee Grady - editor of Charisma

magazine on Lakeland.

| thought it was an interesting comment so | posted it here. They encourage you to pass it on so |
assume from that there are no legal issues with posting it. | guess my point is that there is others
who see a problem here.

An Appeal for Unity in a Divisive Season
The Lakeland Revival has created tensions over doctrine and ministry styles. To avoid a crippling
rift in the church we need strong leadership, clear discernment and a lot of love.

Revival is messy. As much as we would love for it to come in a neat and orderly package, history
teaches us that outbreaks of the Holy Spirit are often accompanied by holy chaos. There may be
conversions and healings in one corner and demonic manifestations in the other. In seasons of
revival you can have miracles and mayhem. Holiness and heresy can erupt simultaneously.

When we look at the first outpouring of the Holy Spirit in the book of Acts, we tend to focus on the
positives: Dead people were raised, whole villages were saved and prison doors were opened
supernaturally. On the flip side, this same revival season was interrupted by riots, opposed by
religious legalists and tainted by false prophets, greedy charlatans and demons masquerading as
angels.

Why must revival movements be so muddled? Perhaps it is because imperfect people (as well as
sinister devils) get involved. Strange things happen when Goda€™s power touches a sinful earth.

a€oel am appealing to the elders in our movement. In a desperate moment we need older,
seasoned veterans to release the counsel of the Lord.&€e
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When revival hit Wales in 1904, almost an entire nation bowed before Jesus within two years. Yet
the weight of Goda€™s presence drove the revivala€™s humble leader, Evan Roberts, into
depression. Meanwhile author Jessie Penn-Lewis, writing in her book War on the Saints,
suggested that fleshly manifestations in Welsh prayer meetings had snuffed out the Spirita€™s
power.

In our nation today thousands have been swept into the current of the Lakeland Revival in Florida,
which began in early April in evangelist Todd Bentleya€™s meetings at Ignited Church. The fervor
quickly spread because of God TVa€™s broadcasts, and today up to 10,000 gather nightly at a
venue near the citya€™s airport. In recent days, people who were touched in Lakeland have
started similar meetings in Atlanta, Chicago, Charlotte, N.C. and other cities. Bentley and his
colleagues believe this is the beginning of a worldwide healing revival that will cover the globe.

But not everyone in the charismatic/Pentecostal community is convinced. Some say this is the last
end-time revival while others maintain it is a demonic counterfeit. Cult-watchers and anti-heresy
bloggers post Bentleya€™s comments on YouTube as evidence of a theological scandal. Revival
advocates respond by posting documented evidence of healings. It all begins to resemble a
childish competition.

Still others worry that Lakeland represents a questionable mixture of truth and error. Since the
initial eruption of the revival, my inbox has been full of messages from charismatic leaders who
are concerned about weighty issues as well as trivial ones: Everything from Bentleya€™s tattoos
and body piercings to his claim that he once interviewed the apostle Paul in heaven.

When | wrote an article in mid-May calling for scrutiny of some aspects of the Lakeland Revival, |
was labeled a Pharisee and a a€cereligious policeman.a€« People who said they had been deeply
impacted by the Holy Spirit in Lakeland used spiritual threats and harsh terms to tell me that | had
become the enemy.

| refuse to go on the defensive, and if | need to retract any statement 1a€™ve ever made about
this revival | will. But what these nasty exchanges have shown me is that a divisive spirit is
certainly at work in our midsta€’and we need urgent prayer to short-circuit what the devil wants to
do.

When the early church was hit with the issue of Jewish legalism, Paul and Barnabas determined
that the answer was to seek the counsel of &€cethe apostles and eldersa€s in Jerusalem (Acts
15:2, NASB). The church was being divided because the legalists were insisting that gentiles be
circumcised. But when the elders looked into the matter, the apostle James settled the dispute by
issuing this wise ruling:

a€mTherefore it is my judgment that we do not trouble those who are turning to God from among
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the gentiles, but that we write to them that they abstain from things contaminated by idols and
from fornication and from what is strangled and from blooda€- (v. 19-20). In other words, James
affirmed the gentilesa€™ access to salvation and overturned the legalistsa€™ bad doctrine.

Based on this biblical example, | am appealing to the elders in our movement. We need to hear
from them in this hour. In a desperate moment we need older, seasoned veterans to release the
counsel of the Lord.

Today the charismatic movement has become fractured, and opposing camps have formed. On
one side there are those in the apostolic camp who tend to emphasize biblical order, proper
church government, spiritual warfare and the reformation of society. On the other side are those in
the prophetic camp who focus on miracles, healing, mystical experiences and the reclaiming of all
the supernatural manifestations of the New Testament.

Both of these camps are contending for valid, biblical truths. We need the prophetic and the
apostolic! We need miracles as much as we need healthy church growth and societal change. Yet
if we do not have a holy intervention, we could bite and devour one anotheré€”and cancel out our
collective impact.

A biblical council must include the leaders of both of these camps. And leaders must address all
of the difficult issues triggered by the Lakeland Revival. Those include:

1. Biblical guidelines about angels. Some people in the prophetic camp speak of frequent visits to
heaven, a€cethird heaven revelations,a€+ and long conversations with angels who use names
such as Emma, Promise and Winds of Change. Are these indeed spirits sent from God, or agents
of false light?

2. A proper theology of the dead. Some in the prophetic camp claim they have had conversations
with dead Christiansa€”including Paul the apostle. Is this within the bounds of Christian
experience, or is it necromancy?

3. Pastoral guidance about exotic spiritual manifestations. In some circles in our movement,
unusual signs and wonders have been reported in church servicesa€”including the sudden
appearance of gold dust, feathers, gemstones and oil. At the same time, worshipers are vibrating
on the floor, jerking uncontrollably and acting intoxicated. How can we protect people from the
abuse of manifestations, and from demonic influence, while at the same time leaving room for
genuine encounters with God?

4. Clear guidelines concerning the restoration of fallen ministers. The appearance of one
prominent fallen evangelist, Paul Cain, at the Lakeland Revival in May unleashed strong reactions
from many sectors of the church. Many people feel unprotected when they sense that church
leaders have chosen not to enforce proper discipline for a minister&€™s unbiblical behavior. In
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this adulterous generation, how can we draw lines to protect congregations while at the same time
offer healing and grace to a repentant preacher?

These are some of the crucial questions we face as a movement. May we proceed with a fresh
gift of discernment, while at the same time laying hold of all the blessings that revival will bring us.

Subject: Re: Lakeland Revival???
Posted by james on Thu, 05 Jun 2008 14:10:05 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

It looks like Lee Grady is changing his views on the "revival @ Lakeland".When | first looked into
this about a month ago, he had writen in his magazine how awsome this was and there was no
mention of deceptions, false doctrines, angels of light, or demonic activity. It's good that he is now
seeing what's really happening and at least asking people to be careful. And asking for the
"leaders of our movement" to release the counsel of The Lord? I've not been a reader of Charisma
magazine but I'd think it's widely read and has influnce on a lot of people, so hopefully this will
help open some eyes... | don't think for a moment that this is just the "christian version of political
correctness”, well maybe for a second or two... I'd like to believe it was God opening his eyes to
the truth, rather than pressure from others, that brought about the change in his reporting of
what's occuring in Lakeland.

Subject: Re: Lakeland Revival???
Posted by william on Thu, 05 Jun 2008 16:01:01 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

The problem with his solution--a Church council, is that these two "sides" can never be reconciled.
In Acts 15 you had a respected leader in James (where is that person today??) who in essence
imposed a solution to the Gentile problem, which was accepted by the "official church" and placed
the Judaizers outside of the realm of orthodox Christianity. There isn't a "compromise package"
that will be accepted by all in this situation, just as there was no compromise to be found in Acts
15.

The language used in Acts 15 seems to be a compromise between the two parties, but in reality it
forever placed the Judaizers doctrine outside of mainstream (in the good sense) Christianity.

To be fair, it did attempt to placate the Jews somewhat in that it attempted to remove some of the
offensive practices of the Gentiles for the benefit of the Jewish Christians:
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Acts 15:19-21 Wherefore my sentence is, that we trouble not them, which from among the
Gentiles are turned to God: But that we write unto them, that they abstain from pollutions of idols,
and from fornication, and from things strangled, and from blood. For Moses of old time hath in
every city them that preach him, being read in the synagogues every sabbath day.

Gentiles were known for idolatry, fornication, and the practice of and eating things that turn the
stomach of most people (meat with the blood). The last thing mentioned- abstaining from blood--
may be interpreted as something more than just the consumption of blood and include sacrifices
and/or shedding human blood... I'm not sure... however, it is clear that by limiting Gentile
regulations to these 4 commands, it effectively muted those who were advocates of Gentile law
keeping.

If I might offer a loose paraphrase, he said: Because most of the cities have places where the law
of Moses is preached, it is incumbent upon those who wish to effectively spread the Gospel
message, that they don't offend Jews (and those few Gentiles who were under the Jewish
influence) by doing things that would limit even a hearing of that message... (Idolatry, fornication,
eating blood, etc..) At least this is the way | read it.

Paul takes the same sort of track when he "placates" the Jews by having Timothy circumcised
(Acts 16:3 Him would Paul have to go forth with him; and took and circumcised him because of
the Jews which were in those quarters: for they knew all that his father was a Greek.). This was
an action that he opposed in Galatians (Ga 5:2 Behold, | Paul say unto you, that if ye be
circumcised, Christ shall profit you nothing.) To my mind this can only find rationality by assuming
that the circumcision was only for one purpose--to further the Gospel. It had no other merit other
than to allow him full access to the hearts and minds of those who fell under Jewish influence.
Paul the pragmatist! Of course not all will agree with me, but this is exactly what | believe he did
with a couple of other issues, namely with the headcovering and keeping women silent in the
Greek Churches, only this time he did it with the Greek culture in mind and not the Jewish
culture... but | digress.

A modern day council to deal with the present situation would need to make some sort of
definitive statement that talking to dead people is unacceptable, and by implication, those who talk
to dead people are dead wrong. Anyone think that a strong condemnation would be possible in
the climate that exists today? Ha ha.

You might get a denom to make such a statement (I'll give them credit here!) but then they would
condemn any supernatural, or angelic occurrence as well!

If it were just a Charismatic conference then you'd run into the problems that Hombre mentioned,
a mostly devoid understanding of the supernatural realm beyond what we have withessed over
the last 20-30 years. Where is the person who would even have a prayer of being taken
seriously? One who is grounded in the Word of God and also one aware of spiritual realities
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would be a tough find. The Gorden Linseys of the world are long gone (I could mention others but
they have passed from the scene as well!)

So there...

Some of Jesus' last words to us while on the earth told us to "take heed" (Mt24,Lk21,Mk13)
because there would be great deceptions that categorize the end-times, deceiving even the very
elect if it were possible. So while it would be nice to have such a definitive council that could put
an end to the nonsense that is going on, | personally don't think that it is possible, especially given
the fact that true believers are going to be despised (and persecuted unmercifully), and maybe, in
a large part, this is going to be due to their strong stand against such deception.

Blessings,
William

Subject: Re: Lakeland Revival???
Posted by william on Thu, 05 Jun 2008 16:14:08 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Since Hombre has pioneered, and made acceptable, the practice of responding to one's own
note... let me add this to further make the point:

Given the fact that most here sat under a ministry that exposed such deceptions... | think it would
be hard even among ourselves to find wholesale agreement concerning the condemnation of
these types of manifestations.

Blessings,
William

Subject: Re: Lakeland Revival???
Posted by jisamazed on Thu, 05 Jun 2008 17:15:44 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

| appreciate the insight that you guys are giving into this matter. | try to examine a ministry or
movement carefully before judging it, to see if the theology is Biblical, the fruit is good and for the
inner witness of the Holy Spirit. It is important to make an INFORMED judgment, and | have not
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been able to do so yet because | need more information. Some of my friends and family are into
the Lakeland Revival, and speak positively about the verifyable healings and what appears to be
scriptural teaching. Todd Bentley came to Grand Rapids a few months ago and gave his
testimony.

| am not concerned about the tattoos and such. The Lord can use a donkey, a political rebel, tax
collector and a former pharisee to do his work. He sometimes raises up unlikely persons to do
important work because He likes to shake people up. However, if it is true that Mr. Bentley has
claimed to talk to the apostle Paul, that is a source of concern. If he is not preaching the gospel in
purity, that is even more of a concern.

I would like to discuss my questions and concerns with him before condemning him wholesale,
however. Or at least make sure that the information | have is truly representative of his ministry.
Some ministries are genuinly anointed by the Lord, but simply misguided, and they need some
good teaching. Others are outright deceivers. The former will grow into more maturity over time,
and we can affirm the part of their ministry that is blessed by the Lord and pray for them to make
necessary corrections. The outright deceivers, however, are operating from an evil spirit, and we
need to sound a clarion call.

As discerning as HEF was about some things (for which | am very thankful), he created his own
problems by writing off some ministries wholesale for minor issues, thus isolating himself and
keeping himself from receiving blessing and correction from others. We need to make sure that
we don't make that same mistake.

Regarding the Copeland connection, | don't think that it is as strong as it might seem. Even
Rodney H-B and the Toronto Vineyard leaders had concerns about Copeland/Hagin's theology,
and the interpersonal connection was minimal. For that matter, HEF received his calling to preach
faith through Ken Hagin's ministry, but that does not mean that he had the same spirit or
theological problems.

| like Grady's article. He encourages his readers to exercise caution and discernment without
making uninformed sweeping statments about what is going on. Many of us have been praying for
a revival of the gift of healing for years, and we welcome any true move of the HS in that direction,
even if it does not take the form that we expect. If the Lakeland thing is not it, then pray that the
Lord will move elsewhere in order to demonstrate the genuine article.

Subject: Re: Lakeland Revival???
Posted by Mark L on Thu, 05 Jun 2008 18:22:45 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message
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| think Gradys point was he would like to see charismatic leaders stand up and speak to issues
like this. Publicly give advice and correction. The problem with that is you be perceived as being
devisive and critical. It is much safer to just keep your head pulled in.

Generally the only only people who speak to issues like this are the non-charismatic heresy
hunters. Some good info on their sites but

.. . the attitude!

Offhand (and | don't really follow this stuff) the only book | can think of in recent yrs offering
correction is John Beveres

Thus Saith The Lord. Dealing with all the prophetic stuff and the problems associated with it.

http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no
=95759&netp_id=114613&event=ESRCN&item_code=WW&a mp;view=details

Subject: Re: Lakeland Revival???
Posted by william on Fri, 06 Jun 2008 02:04:43 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Quote:jisamazed wrote:l would like to discuss my questions and concerns with him before
condemning him wholesale, however.

Hopefully you can also get a chance to discuss with the Antichrist his theology, and his
soon-to-be-verifiable-head-wound-healing, (and don't forget the fire from heaven) before
recognition comes that his powers stem from the other side.

Now we are only dealing with kid stuff--then it will be the kind of deception that *if possible* could
deceive the very elect.

If for some reason you can't get an audience with him though, take a bit of advice and don't
believe what you read in the paper... those guys never seem to get it right.

Quote:jisamazed wrote:l am not concerned about the tattoos and such.
Tattoos??? Has anyone been able get a close up shot? Are they just the garden variety Harley
Davidson tattoos? Let me know if any of them contain numbers... wow! that could be significant

information!

William
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Subject: Re: Lakeland Revival???
Posted by jisamazed on Fri, 06 Jun 2008 03:59:27 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Moulder said, "Hopefully you can also get a chance to discuss with the Antichrist his theology, and
his soon-to-be-verifiable-head-wound-healing, (and don't forget the fire from heaven) before
recognition comes that his powers stem from the other side.

Now we are only dealing with kid stuff--then it will be the kind of deception that *if possible* could
deceive the very elect.”

The reason why we will be able to discern and reject the Antichrist is because of his deceptive
theology, among other things. It will be clear that he opposes Christ rather than glorifies Him, even
if he says nice things about Him like Ghandi or Mick Jagger did (both men said favorable things
about Jesus, but were/are clearly unsaved). It will be clear to us.

However, Todd Bentley's theology is not clear to me yet, and | want to know more about it. | don't
want to learn about it from people who already hate him, because usually their information is
inaccurate or slanted. | want to hear it from the horse's mouth. The reason that | don't accept the
ministry of Ken Copland is because | have read stuff by him in which he adamantly preaches and
defends heresy on two levels. | have not heard that from Todd Bentley yet, and | don't want to
base my judgment on hearsay. | don't want people to write me off based on hearsay or twistings
of my ideas, so | will not do so to him.

There are two extemes in discernment. One is to not recognize the error and evil, and thus get
sucked into it. Being quick to accept everything. We all know how prevalent that problem is (and it
has been that way since Adam and Eve). Nothing new there. But the other extreme is to not
recognize legitimate ministries because of flaws that we see that could be corrected over time.
Being quick to reject everything. Both extremes are an example of false discernment. We all have
held to error at one time or another in our lives. HEF certainly did, and it would be easy to dismiss
him wholesale, but scripture tells us to "hold fast to what is good, and abstain from every form of
evil", which is what we are all trying to do, hopefully. If you look for problems in someone, you are
sure to find them. If you l