Subject: New Testament Theology
Posted by Mark L on Sun, 15 Mar 2020 18:01:38 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

New Testament Theology

These are all my notes from the charismatic school taught by Bro. Freeman. EDIT | just noticed
that Gillian had posted an outline several years ago.

Outline

New Testament Theology

l. Introduction

Il. Revelation and Inspiration in the New Testament
. New Testament Viewpoint

. Mode of Revelation and Inspiration in the N.T.
. Scope of N.T. Revelation
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lll. The New Testament Conception of God

. God as Love

. God as Father

. God as Moral Ruler and Judge
. God as Jesus Christ

. God as Spirit
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IV. The Kingdom of God in the New Testament

. Its Central Significance in Scripture

. Old Testament Background

. The Kingdom of God and Christ's Mission

. The Nature of the Kingdom

. Conditions for Entrance into the Kingdom

. Relation between the Kingdom and the Church
. The "Keys" to the Kingdom

. Possessing the Kingdom
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. Jesus Christ in the New Testament
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A. The N.T. Doctrine of the Messiah
B. Jesus Christ as the Son of Man
C. Jesus Christ as the Son of God
D. The Logos

E. Jesus Christ as Mediator

VI. The New Testament Conception of Man

A. The N.T. View of Man is Simplistic

B. What it means to be "In Christ” or "In Adam"

C. The Nature of Man in the N.T.

VII. Redemption in the New Testament

A. Redemption and the Kosmos

B. Redemption and the Nature of the Atonement
C. Redemption and the N.T. View of Law and Grace
D. The Divine and Human Aspects in Redemption
E. Benefits of Redemption in the New Testament
VIII. The Consummation of All Things

A. The Second Advent

B. The Millennium

C. The Eternal State

1. Preliminary Events

2. New Heavens, New Earth, and New Jerusalem
3. Life in the Eternal State

Subject: Re: Revelation and Inspiration
Posted by Mark L on Sun, 15 Mar 2020 18:04:09 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

It is based on 3 assumptions:

1. NT Chrisianity is not merely a 1st century product but is conditional on the religious history of
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Israel. It is not merely a continuation of OT thought and concept but is the fulfillment of Gods
revelation to Israel. (Matt 5-7) Its not old but older Its not new but newer. Jesus fulfilled what was
implicit in the OT law.

2. Christianity is understood in light of the intertestement period. 400 yrs of history influencing the
NT scene. No literary prophets but much history. The Maccabees sects temple to synagogue.
Much theology was developed.

3.This study will not duplicate the biblical theology studies. It is not as comprehensive as much
was covered there. Biblical theology is a general theological survey of the whole bible from a
systematic viewpoint. NT theology is only NT.

Revelation and Inspiration in the NT
Definitions:

1. Revelation: God through the scriptures, his ministers, his providence and the created order has
unveiled all man needs to know about him his will and his purposes.

2. Inspiration: The divine influence of the HS upon the writers of scripture whereby their writings
were made verbally infallible.

All the orally inspired prophecies of the apostles and prophets was anointed but only a part of this
was set down and recorded. Revelation is when God unveils himself through visions dreams
miracles the scriptures audible voice. Revelation concerns the giving of truth to man. Inspiration
involves mans accurate reception of that truth. Anyone can record what they see but inspiration
records the accurate reception of the revelation.

The scriptures are the inspired record of the revelation. 1 Cor. 14/29 is said of prophecy but never
of scripture. Prophecy is in the bible but can't be compared with scripture.

Inspiration is an English word that doesn't occur in the bible. Job 32/8 The Heb. Word is breath
Meshamah

11 Tim. 3/16 The Greek word is God breathed. Theo pnustos

Paul didn't say the writers were inspired but that God breathed out his word through them 11
Peter 1/20-21

What did the NT writers think about what they spoke? Did they of the NT era consider themselves
inspired like the prophets of old? Without question the apostles considered themselves inspired
and spokesmen for God.

1. Paul claimed direct revelation for his message. Gal. 1/6f

2.1 cor. 14/37-38 In teaching on the gifts and order in the church services he said anyone who is
spiritual will recognize the truth of what | say.

3. He commands the Thessalonians to exclude anyone who doesn't obey his word.
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1 Thess. 3/14

4. Eph. 3/1-5 Paul claims revelation as an equal with that of the OT prophets.

5. He claimed to speak for Christ and had authority to discipline those who did not obey him as an
apostle.

11 Cor. 13/2-3 with 1 Thess2/13 1 Cor. 7/10f

Other apostles claimed inspiration and authority

1 John 4/6 Those in the truth hear us those not don't hear us.

11 Peter 1/16-21, Acts 2//33, 12 Acts 4/8

The apostles claimed their writings were on a level with the OT scriptures

11 Peter 3/15-16, 1Thess 5/27, Rev. 1/1, Rev.2/7, 1 Tim. 5/18 with Deut.

The apostles could claim inspiration for their message because Jesus said they could
John 14/26, 15/26-27, 16/12-14

Their divine inspiration and revelation is confirmed by God himself.

Mark 16/20, Heb. 2/3-4, Rom. 15/ 18-19, 1Thess. 1/5

The Mode of Revelation.

1. Unlike the OT revelation comes by the BHS to all in the church. This was predicted by Joel.
Acts 2/1-4 14-18 quotes Joel

Acts 10, Acts 19 the gentiles received the BHS

Eph. 6 we are to pray in the spirit Jude 20,Rom. 8, 1Cor 12,14

Dreams visions, prophecy Jesus appears or speaks audibly

2. Revelation in the Spirit.

caught up in the spirit or in a trance state (not self imposed) sometimes in and out of the body.
11/cor. 12 Rev.1/9f This is not the same as a vision

3. Through a prophet in the church

1 Cor.14/29-32, Acts 2

4. Through the gifts of the Spirit set in the church 1Cor. 12,14

The Scope of NT Inspiration and Revelation

The OT scope is generally limited to the law the prophets and the writings. The OT revelation is
type and shadows the book of Heb.
The NT has 4 parts

1. The message of the gospels. - redemption through faith in Christ

2. The message of the book of Acts - the releasing of the redemptive power of Christ through the
HS.

3. The message of the epistles the interpretation of the meaning of redemption by instruction

4. The message of the book of Revelation

Page 4 of 62 ---- Generated from Wel cone to OO by FUDforum 3.0.0


http://overcomersonline.com/FUDforum2/index.php

which is a picture of the future triumph of Christs redemption . . .
- over his enemies

- the establishment of his kingdom

- the eternal state

Two extremes about the scope of Revelation

1. Those who add to the canon of scripture

- The RC church ie: apocrypha,church tradition, decisions of church councils, excathedra
pronouncements. Errors: Maryology, purgatory, mass, transubstantiation, prayers for the dead,
prayers to Mary and the saints

- Various cults - they believe in the bible but add their revelations ; Mormonism,

Christian science Seventh day Adventist Swedenborgianism

- Rev. 22/18 is addressed to the book of Revelation but the principle applies to all the church.

2. Those who subtract from the bible
Liberals and modernists. The followers of expediency follow the bible except where it contradicts
what they want to believe.

Conclusion: 11 Tim. 3/16-17

1. The nature of scripture: its God breathed. People weren't always inspired. Their writings set in
scripture always are.

2. Its benefit: profitable for doctrine for reproof for correction for instruction

3. Its purpose: to equip us to be perfect complete thoroughly furnished to do all good works

Subject: The NT Conception of God
Posted by Mark L on Sun, 15 Mar 2020 18:15:39 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

The NT Conception of God

Jesus never gave us a systematic explanation of God. He shows us how God acts and feels
about his creation and his purposes for man. For eg. Jesus describes God as someone who loves
his creation so much he gave his most precious possession to redeem it. Jesus describes God
the father as a righteous judge and as Spirit.

God as Love
1 John 4/8,16 God is self giving love. The greatest expression of love is based on what God does

because of what he is. le: Love
He gave himself as love John 3/16 but it was self giving love. John 10/18 Matt 20/28 Col.2/9
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11Cor.5/19 The highest expression of love is self giving love 1 John 3/16 Acts 20/28 Matt. 5/43-48

1. to be children of God we have to love our enemies. 1 John3/10,14 Love is proof we have
received the new birth 1 John4/7 We are to imitate his perfection which is self giving love

2. another reason we like God should love and pray for sinners and enemies because of gods
providential care for them as his creation 1 John 3/17, James 2/14-17, Matt. 20/28

3. Jesus giving himself as God unto persecution for righteousness sake w/o retaliation is 1 Peter
2/19. An expression of self giving love which we are to imitate. Love without retaliation is self
giving. As Gods love was given unto us 1 John 4/9-10 so we are to show our love to others 1 John
4/11

What is meant by the statement God is love

He is telling us what God is by nature. We have an emotion called love but with God is his nature
and more than just an attribute. There are no degrees of love with god. Unlike man god doesn't
have to taught to love because it is an expression of his nature. We don't have to learn how to be
human as it is our nature. God is eternal. His live is eternal;

How is his Love expressed?

1. By his act of creation (pre-fall). Because it shows his desire to share himself in fellowship

2. Love after the fall is expressed in redemption and in providing a way that he could be shared.
John 3/16

3. Gods providence is an expression of his love. Without rain and sun we would have no food.
Also in his preservation of his creation Ps. 104

How are we to view the wrath of God when we know he is love?

Gods love is not to be set against his wrath like it is some imperfection of his character. God
holiness will aid us understanding how if God is live how he can express wrath. Holiness is the
greatest perfection of God. Gods love for holiness is expressed as wrath. If he didn't deal with sin
he wouldn't be true to his holiness. His holiness is expressed as wrath against unholiness. Wrath
is the divine expression of Gods holiness. He takes his holiness seriously and any violation of it
must be punished or his holiness would not be perfect. Any violation of it must be purged or
punished

For God to love he must love perfectly and absolutely. That is why he cannot allow even the
smallest sin in his universe. Holiness is so connected to God that even the word is used as a
synonym for his name. eg: the Holy one of Israel Heb 12/14 Gods concern for holiness is seen
throughout the NT. Rev. 15/1,4 He is pouring them out because he is holy.

So many who apologize by their teaching for God wrath and who teach sentimentality and
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emotion are really afraid of his wrath. If they admit to it then they might fall under it they feel.
Some invent theories to excuse Gods wrath

eg:

Punishment in hell is remedial

The wicked will be annihilated (Is. 66 Seventh day Adventist)

Eternal separation is not eternal punishment

Why does Bro. Freeman believe in Gods wrath as much as Gods love.

1. Because the Bible teaches it. The NT (mat. 3/7) opens with a warning to flee from his wrath.
John 3/36 Rev. 4-19 is the future for the sinner and only the sheep are saved out of it. Rom. 1/18.
His wrath was revealed in judging Adam and eve. Also in the flood. Sodom and Gomorrah. The
giving of the law to Moses was a system of sacrifice killing innocent victims as a substitute.
Something had to die. His wrath was revealed in destroying Israel. It is still being revealed ie.
Wars, 6 million Jews, great disasters earthquakes. The bible witness is from the beginning God
has revealed his wrath against sin

2. God is not ashamed to openly proclaim that hes is a God of wrath and judgment. Just open a
concordance. There are many more references to his wrath anger vengeance than to his love.
3. He himself confirms it by an oath. Ps. 89/30-35 He swears by his holiness because he is the
greatest thing he can swear by. Heb. 6/13, 3/11-12, Ps. 95/10-11

4. Because there's no contradiction between his love and his wrath Rom.11/7-22 In his wrath for
them he expressed his love toward me.

5. He records his wrath in the bible to motivate me to Godly fear and faithful service. Children for
eg fear discipline.

Heb 12/28-29 10/30-31, 1 Thess. 1/9-10

6. There would be a defect in his character if like the sentimentalists he excused sin. His wrath
isn't a defect. Indifference to sin is a moral blemish and what is wrong with teachers leaders
parents courts who excuse it.

The Divine initiative

God doesn't deal with us as a holy judge but as a loving father. As holiness he demands
punishment but as love he bears the punishment on himself. He is a divine creator who loves his
creation. In the OT God is not depicted as taking the initiative in seeking sinners. Is. 19/25, 65/1
do say he will seek a people but in the OT salvation was found only in Israel. One had to join
Israel to be saved.

Why didn't God seek sinners to save them in the OT?

Right up to Pentecost (Matt.10/5-6) salvation was only for the Jews. In the NT you see God as
love coming into focus. That is John 3/16 not the OT Luke 15/1-10 God is seeking sinners. We
see in the NT God taking the initiative and seeking sinners
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Gods love is sovereign

This means that God sovereignly chooses who he will love Rom. 9/10 God can bestow it on who
he wants because no one deserves it. It pleased him to give it to Jacob and not Esau. Duet. 7/7-8

God love is Eternal

If God is love (and his nature is love) and God is eternal than his love is eternal. There was never
a time God didn't love me. Everything he does is in love. Even punishing sinners because he
loves holiness. Eph. 1/4-5 11 Tim 1/9 Jer. 3/3. The point here is you don't just get up and decide
to accept Gods love. It is a sovereign bestowal of Gods love.

Gods live in infinite

Eph. 2/4,3/19 Rom. 8/28-39
He loves us with an everlasting love

Subject: God as Father
Posted by Mark L on Sun, 15 Mar 2020 18:18:28 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

God as Father (not a father)

Jesus referred to him as his father and encouraged us to believe he was our father.

The stress in the NT in on he fatherhood of God. The term father in the OT is used incidentally. In
the OT it describes Israels special relationship to God. Israel was Gods first born son. In the NT
the stress is individual. The OT stress was on the nation. Is. 64/8, Is. 1/2-4 Generally in the OT
father is fatherhood and refers to his creation of them as a nation sustained by covenant and
speaks of his special providential care . The stress is he is their ruler and king. In the NT Jesus
personalizes God as father and relates it to every one in the kingdom.

God is their Father. Matt. 5/16,48 Luke 12/32, Mark 11/25

Application of God as Father in the NT

1. Perhaps the most unique teaching of Jesus was that God as father was not a general
designation anymore but personal and to be taken literally. He is literally and personally my
father.1 John 3/1,9 John 1/11-12, 11 Peter 1/4

2. When you are born of God you partake of the divine nature. Matt. 6/9 We are to call him our
father and not just as a theological concept.
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3. God has a parental concern for his children. He acts like a father. He id concerned about every
area of our life just a father would. Matt. 10/29-30 James 5/13-16 He is concerned about our
health and all the little things.

4. We should call him father because we see in his many promises that he is not indifferent to our
needs and desires and invites us to come boldly and ask Matt. 21/22, Mark 11/24, john 5/14-15
The very fact that he ordained prayer indicates his willingness to answer. The fatherhood of God
is expressed as parental concern in that he does hear and answer the prayers of his children.

What is the Significance of God ordaining Prayer

1. It implies his parental concern that he will answer our prayers. It means his providential concern
is not to be taken for granted. The fact he ordained prayer as a means of obtaining our needs but
you have to ask (in faith) God as a real parent will provide for his children if they will ask and meet
the conditions. With Gods providential concern and the promises he makes there is a 3 fold
responsibility You must determine 1 John 5/14-15 his will and how to receive it.

We must meet the conditions for the answer Matt 21/22 (believing) Mark11/25 (forgiveness)

We must act in accordance with his will James 2.

We have to ask in faith or we won't get an answer.

2. To give a witness to the world for his fatherly concern Matt. 5/44-45 He provides for all men. He
ordained prayer to have a means of communication with him and through it he shows his special
providence for us to the world.

What the Fatherhood of God does not mean in the NT

The fatherhood of God and the related concept of the brotherhood of men is not taught in the NT.
In the biblical context it would alright but the liberals teach that this means he is the father of all
men. John 8/38-44 1 John 3/10

John 1/11-12 Faith in Jesus is always the basis for membership in Gods kingdom.

Acts 17/28-29 Liberals appeal to this. The problem is he is quoting the poets and saying God is
creator and then goes on to make his point about Jesus Rom. 8/14, Ps. 66/18, Prov,. 20/9

The refutation of the error of the universal fatherhood of God is refuted by Jesus in Matt.11/27,
John 14/6

God as Moral Ruler and Judge

The NT depicts God as love but he is also wrath to those who reject his love and fatherhood. As
love his concern is to find the lost and save them. Eg parables lost coin, lost sheep, prodigal son.
But as a holy god he must remain true to his holiness and punish sin and disobedience eg
parables talents,wheat and tares, fish net

Mark 3/1-12 john the Baptist. You see both love and wrath

Mark 8/34-38,Matt 10/32-39,25/34,41 Matt 13/37f, 11/20-24, Luke 10/13-15,
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The two aspects offering pardon and punishing those who reject it. The apostles it. Rom 1, Rev.
4-1911 Peter 3/9f

Subject: God as Jesus Christ
Posted by Mark L on Sun, 15 Mar 2020 18:22:16 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

God as Jesus Christ

We study Jesus as God if for now other reason he is the revealer of God. We can't see God but
we can see Jesus. John 1/18 Jesus came revealing the father. The HS came revealing Jesus.

God reveals himself in many ways
Ps. 19/1 Rom. 1 through creation
1 Tim. 4/13-16 through his word
Rom. 12 by the gifts

Heb. 1 through his son directly

Why is it necessary for God to reveal himself? The answer is that he didn't deliberately hide
himself Ps. 19, Rom 1. but because of mans sin obscured his vision. He now needs special
revelation to understand and see. Natural revelation only confirms Gods existence. It can't save
him. Natural revelation declares his glory and power. It also makes him without excuse.

The Deity of Christ as God

John 1, Phil.2 John 10/30, Heb. 1/3
Jesus is so uniquely God that no one can come to the Father except through him. John 14/6.
Jesus is the only way

What is Truth

Truth is that which corresponds to the actual facts. The true xian will add " as God interprets those
facts" Because facts are not always as they seem Thus for the xian its not merely what we see but
what God has to say about it was well.

How can we know if our judgment lines up to the actual facts as God sees them? The answer is
he has given us the revelation (the word) inspired by the HS and then given us the HS to interpret
it to us.

Religious man is a genius at supplying substitutes for truth:
1. Feelings, emotions, mental reasoning's and desires, traditions The RC church substitutes their
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tradition for the word. Traditions are OK if they are based on the word 11 Thess. 2/15, 3/6

2. Sense evidence The sun appears to rise in the a.m. Sense perception can be a source of truth
but is very subijective.

3. Intuition can be a source of truth but can't be a test for truth. There is wrong intuition.

4. Customs. Can be good or bad ie: pagan holidays

Jesus said the way to life is through the truth.

Truth is that which lines up to the world of God. But words taken from the bible are not truth
unless the intent to use them the way God intended is there. IE: many denominational creeds
quote words from the bible yet mean mean something entirely different .

Truth is not truth just because it is quoted from the bible. But it is truth when we mean what God
meant when he inspired the words. Truth is corresponding with the words of the bible as well as
the mind and intent of God,

Jesus could say John 14/6 because his life and teachings were in exact harmony with the mind
and intent of God when he gave him the words to speak.

John 8/31-32 John 16/13 We can know all we need to know for doctrine and how to live. 11 Tim.
3/16 The bible when it address itself to psychology or science it is always 100% correct. To Jesus
faith and truth were inseparable. Rom. 10/17 The bible doesn't separate them. Faith has to be
related to knowledge. Not sense knowledge but spiritual knowledge. Knowledge that isn't related
to Gods word isn't acceptable.

How do we know the bible is truth and all we need to know.

1. By the nature of faith itself. Not the ability to reason and deduce something as true but the very
faith we use to believe the bible is the truth is the evidence its true. The very fact we can have
faith in it. Faith that the word is truth comes from the word of truth.

2. The inner witness of the spirit of truth to the truth of Gods word. John 7/16-17

Subject: God as Spirit
Posted by Mark L on Sun, 15 Mar 2020 18:51:10 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

God as Spirit

Introduction:

John 4/24 God is Spirit. This is speaking of his nature.

1. Man has a spirit but he is flesh. Man is the adjective (spiritual) God is the noun (spirit)

2. As spirit God is presented as having two aspects:

- As to his nature or being he is spirit

- One manifestation of that nature is the HS. His nature is spirit but when he manifests that nature

Page 11 of 62 ---- CGenerated from Wl cone to OO by FUDforum 3.0.0


http://overcomersonline.com/FUDforum2/index.php?t=usrinfo&id=22
http://overcomersonline.com/FUDforum2/index.php?t=rview&th=1260&goto=13203#msg_13203
http://overcomersonline.com/FUDforum2/index.php?t=post&reply_to=13203
http://overcomersonline.com/FUDforum2/index.php

its the HS.
What did Jesus mean in John 4/24 by "God is Spirit"?

1. We know he is spirit by logical implications. Spirit is not created or finite matter. Spirit is the
highest form of existence possible. Rom. 1/20 Looking at creation we can see there must be an
invisible God. All man sees is decay and change and death in the material world so that which is
greater than this must be changeless or spirit (immortal) Since man knows intuitively that our mind
is of a higher order than the brain and body then God must be of the highest order or existence
possible. The brain will decay but the mind will be eternal

2. We know God is Spirit because the scriptures say so.

John 4/24, Phil. 2/5-6 before Jesus was flesh he was spirit. Isaiah 31/3

3. We know God is spirit from doctrine

4. We know God is spirit by his Eternalness. Only spirit is eternal. Anything created is finite
because it as created. Our spirit is finite because it was created. Our spirit is from God. He did not
create it he imparts it to what he creates so it will have life. Eternity is not endless time. Spirit and
eternalness are synonymous.

5. By his omnipresence

Ps. 139/7-10 Only spirit can do this

Jer. 23/23-24 Acts 17/27-28

6. By his invisibility
Col. 1/15, 1 Tim.1/17, Heb. 11/27 Only spirit can be invisible without hiding
Luke 4/28-30, John 8/56-59

What is Spirit

One professor said Spirit has no shape size colour weight and it does not occupy space. Spirit is
as real as matter but his is an attempt to define another kind of reality that we have never
experienced. Spirit is invisible immaterial spaceless and immortal

Spirit is invisible. If you can see it it isn't spirit. If you do see it and you're conscious (not a vision) it
doesn't mean your eyes see it but the invisible makes itself visible. If you can see it its because
you are in a trance or seeing a vision

1. Spirit is immaterial A material body has parts (eyes ears) but a spirit can't be divided into parts.
There is no element of spirit which is not the whole element or spirit. You can't divide up
something immaterial. This is why you can't divide up God into 3 parts

2. Spirit is Spaceless Something immaterial doesn't occupy space and doesn't need space. Even
molecules and atoms need space. Before God made mater he made space because he needed a
place to put it. Matter occupies space. Spirit doesn't need space. The only time it needs space is
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when it makes itself visible to us. Space is emptiness. Spirit doesn't need emptiness to exist in.
Beams of light converging on one another and crossing each other. Each beam wouldn't affect the
other because light is immaterial. It wouldn't matter how many beams of light were that space it
would never be filled up. Demons are spirits and immaterial and they don't occupy space. Thats
why one person can have many.

3. Spirit is immortal
Material objects can be changed in form. Water/ice/vapour Spirit cannot be changed to something
else or reduced to something else because Spirit is the basic essence.

The Relation of immortality to time

Spirit is immortal. Immortality of spirit unlike created matter is not affected by time. Spirit is not
affected by time because time measurements change. Everything created is in the process of
change. God created time because when he created an object to put in space it began to change
otherwise it would be eternal and immortal. Time was created to record and measure the change.
Eternity is not endless time.

Subject: NT Terms for Spirit
Posted by Mark L on Sun, 15 Mar 2020 18:56:32 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

NT Terms for Spirit

1.Spirit in the OT is used in a figurative way. It is used to describe character disposition attitude
(spirit of anger)

Prov. 16/18-19

2. Spirit can be a personality Ps. 104/4 angels Evil spirits 1Sam.16/14-16 1 Kings 22/19-23

3. spirit is used in relation to body and soul. Here spirit in contrast to body and soul is the principle
of conscious life. Gen. 2/7 Sometimes equated with breath. Spirit in the OT is the vital principle
that animates the body. Which then becomes soul.

OT Terms

Heb. Ruach
spirit Gen. 1/8
wind Gen. 8/1
breath Gen. 6/17

Heb. Nephesh soul
In the OT Nephesh generally demotes the person as a person. Ruarch usually refers to the
animating fore within the individual. Nephesh and spirit are not interchangeable.
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Gen. 2/7 Nephesh Gen. 46/26-27

Gen. 32/8 He is person and he has spirit

The bible shows that the relation between soul and spirit is that the soul is the person and the
spirit is what makes him a person when joined with his body.

Job 32/18 Ps. 133/4

Nephesh in the OT can also signify the seat of the appetites and desires. Duet.12/20

Jer. 13/17 the seat of the emotions

Lev. 17/11 sometimes it signifies the life itself

Gen. 35/18 soul should be life in a general sense

NT Terms

Pneuma Gr. spirit it is translated as spirit Heb. 12/23 wind John 3/8 breath 11 Tim. 2/8

1 Peter 3/4 spirit can be used figuratively

Heb. 1/4,14 used of angels as personalities

Luke 8/2 used of demons

It is used in relation to body and soul. Spirit in the NT is the vital life principle. The conscious life
Luke 8/55 1 Thess.5/23 Heb. 4/12

Psyche Gr. Soul In the NT like in the OT soul is used of the person himself Acts 27/37 Matt.10/28
1 Peter 2/11

Rev. 6/9 It is the immaterial incorporeal aspect of the personality w/o the body shown here

Spirit or pneuma demotes the immaterial part of mans personality.

11 Cor. 7/1 the point is to cleanse ourselves inside and out.

1 Cor. 16/18 spirit could just as easily have been said "me" He is saying my innermost being.

In both OT and NT in referring to the deceased the terms are used interchangeable

Heb. 12/23, Rev. 6/9

When John saw the souls under the alter he didn't see souls or spirits he saw people. Men are not
spirits. God gives of his spirit and it is then spoken of as the mans spirit

Subject: The Implication of John 4/24
Posted by Mark L on Wed, 18 Mar 2020 17:40:15 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

The Implication of John 4/24

You're not worshiping God if you're not doing it in the spirit like Jesus said. Jesus was clearly
showing in this passage that there is a link between Gods nature as spirit and our worship of him.
Our conception of the nature of God will affect the nature of our worship of him. Man in every way
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he can has attempted to make finite the infinite God. eg. Paintings films carvings or ritual worship

The point here is that the Jewish temple or the Samaritan temple on the mountain (vs 20) were
built on rituals and Jesus said something else was coming. Jesus was reminding the women that
God is spirit. Something the Jews, the Samaritans and even the gentiles (Rom. -2) knew. Jesus
was saying God was to be worshiped in a manner befitting his nature. Anything less than that is
degrading.

He is not to b e worshiped in a finite manner like statutes, pictures, crosses, Neither in a ritualistic
way like Jews, Samaritans,Catholics, Protestants. Therefore it is a sin to attempt to worship or
depict the infinite invisible God by pictures statutes or by a created thing like a dove. Deut.
4/10-18,Ex. 20

The manifestation of the HS as a dove was temporary to show John who the messiah was. Jesus
was saying we are to worship according to the reality of him as spirit and not as liturgy or picture.
Man will always transfer his allegiance and affection to man made objects or created things.

We are not worship God through ritual as it is degrading. Acts 17/28, John 4/24

Most protestants get emotional about the picture of Jesus or Di Vinci's last super etc anything less
than he demands is unacceptable. We are to worship from our invisible heart and spirit to the
invisible God who fills heaven and earth. It is significant to note that there is not one clue in the NT
as to Jesus appearance. If we needed an aid to worship then surely he would have given us one.
Its interesting to note on Di Vinci's last supper that the same model was used to portray both
Jesus and Judas

Why did God use a Dove to represent the HS when he appeared to John the Baptist.

1. Song of Solomon 1/15,2/14 It is depicted there as a symbol of love endearment and tenderness
2. The dove was one of the clean birds allowed for food in the OT.

3. The dove was the only bird that could be used as a sacrifice.

4. God had to give John a sign and that was the one he chose.

The dove represented the HS to Jesus. He is represented to us as tongues of fire.
Another implication of God being worshiped in spirit is Jesus is showing us why God had to
assume a human nature. That being to redeem us as spirit cannot die.

Subject: God as Holy Spirit
Posted by Mark L on Thu, 19 Mar 2020 15:34:42 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

God as Holy Spirit
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1. He is set forth as personality not just a force or power. John 15/7-15 personal pronouns are
used of him.

2. John 14/16 The HS is called the Paraclete. The same word is used of Jesus in

1 John 2/1.

3. John 14/26 He has the attributes of personality, Wisdom, knowledge 1 Cor. 12,

He reproves John 16/8, Grieves Eph. 4/30, Appoints Eph. 4/11, Acts 13/2

He speaks Acts 13/2, John 16/13

4. He is called God Acts 5/3-4, 1 Cor. 3/16, 6/19, Eph. 2/22,

5. He is equated with God in the triune passages. Matt 28/19, 11 Cor.13/14, 1 Peter 1/2,

6. He can be blasphemed so he must be personal. Matt 12/31-32

The Ministry of the HS

1. He is the one who inspired the scriptures

2. He brought the church into existence

3. He is the agent of regeneration 1 Cor. 12/13 John 3

4. He is the agent in all evangelism teaching & ministry because he directs it.
Acts 13/2, 20/28, 16/1-7, John 16/8f

5. Without the HS you can't even make a saving confession of faith 1 Cor. 12/3
6. He sanctifies and consecrates 11 Thess 2/13, 1 Peter 1/2, Gal. 5, 1 Cor. 6/19-20
7. He educates us about the word John 14/26, 16/14, 1 Cor. 2/10,13

8. Effective intercession can only be made by the HS. Rom. 8

9. The ministry of the gifts with the HS baptism Acts 1-2, 1 Cor. 12,14, Acts 10/38
10. He is the agent of our resurrection from the dead. Rom. 8/11

11. He was the agent in Christs conception. Luke 1/35 No human seed involved.

12. In regard to his temptation to sin.

He received the HS at his baptism who then led him into the wilderness.
Luke 4/1, Mark 1/12 He was both led and driven.

the temptation to sin

- to misuse his messianic power to turn stones into bread

- to misuse faith by casting himself down from the temple

- to misuse his worship of God and his allegiance to him

Luke 4/13, 22/28, Heb. 5/8, Heb. 4/15,

13. It was the HS who empowered him in his public ministry Luke 4/18-19, Acts 10/38
14. It was the HS that raised Jesus from the dead.
15. After his resurrection he sent the HS to empower us. Acts 2
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Subject: The Kingdom of God and its Nature
Posted by Mark L on Thu, 19 Mar 2020 18:14:09 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

The Kingdom of God and its Nature
The Central Significance of the Kingdom

1. the kingdom of God is the central message of the NT. It was central to the message of John
baptist Jesus and the apostles. Jesus came to establish his kingdom and are citizens of it and are
called his church.

- John the Baptist Matt. 3/1-2,

- Jesus Mark 1/14-15

- Apostles Luke 9/1-2

2. The theme of most of Jesus parables were about the kingdom of God

Matt. 13/19,24,33

3. Christs instructions after his resurrection were to preach the kingdom

Acts 1/3

4.The message of the early church was the kingdom of God

Acts 8/12, 14/22, 19/8, 20/25, 28/31

5. Gods purpose in sending the messiah was to sit on the throne of the kingdom
Luke 1/30-33

6. We are to pray his kingdom will come. Matt. 6/10

7. We are to seek his kingdom first Matt. 6/33

The OT background about the Kingdom

The gospel of the kingdom is both OT & NT. It has new aspects in the NT but it is in the OT as
well. The NT message has its roots in the OT and is viewed there from 2 aspects

1. The kingdom of God is the kingdom of Israel. It was a theocracy where God ruled as king. Deut
33/1-5, Is. 43/15

2. Gods kingdom was future, earthly and millennial.

Acts 1 the disciples looked for the restoration of the kingdom. Those who studied the word in the
OT knew that the coming kingdom (post exilic) would be a world wide kingdom. Zech. 14/9.
They saw Israel as having a central place in the new kingdom Is. 2/1-4 Dan. 7/13-14

Acts 1 The apostles thought this was the time. They saw the kingdom in its two aspects. The
literal visible theocracy and the future worldwide kingdom.

The OT sees a king and his kingdom. Gen. 4910,11 Sam.7, Is. 9/6-7, 11/1-5, 32/1,

Dan. 2,7, Jer. 23/5-6, Micah 5/2

The NT writers as well as Jesus himself took these promises literally and applied them to Jesus.
Matt. 2/1-6, Luke 1/30-33
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The millennial kingdom will be literal and physical Is. 12/1-4, 11/1-9, Jer. 3/17, 23/5-6, Ezek.
40-48, Zech. 2,8,14, Rev. 5/10, Rev. 20 There is a detailed study on the millennium in the deeper
life book.

The Kingdom of God and Christs Mission

For a detailed study see the tape Christs Mission Our Commission

John 20/21 He commissioned us to continue his work. The central purpose of God in sending
Christ into the world is Luke 16/16. To establish the kingdom of God on the earth. This is the only
concept big enough to cover everything Jesus said and did.

The Kingdom of God in the NT

1. The kingdom of God and the kingdom of Heaven are interchangeable terms

Matt. 11/11 with Luke 7/28

2. We need to recognize the present universal kingship of God is not the millennium. The bible
teaches the millennium but he already king over everything. He will be king on the earth ruling. His
kingship is present and universal. Ps. 47 He is king over all as well asking over Israel. Ps. 103/19,
Acts 2/29-36, not just messiah but also Lord.

3. The kingdom of God is not entirely new but has its foundation in the OT.

4. The nature of the kingdom is a mystery and is only revealed to those whom Jesus wills to
reveal it. Matt. 13/10-17

5. The church as part of the kingdom was a mystery but is now revealed. Eph. 3/1-9, col. 1/26-27,
Rom. 16/25-26 the church is a mystery unveiled and the kingdom is a mystery not fully revealed.

Subject: The Kingdom of God as a Mystery
Posted by Mark L on Fri, 20 Mar 2020 03:55:05 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

The Kingdom of God as a Mystery

It is a mystery not fully revealed yet but God does give us some insights with much of that in the
parables.

1. The kingdoms perpetuation.

Its laws of growth are mysterious. Mark 4/26-29 the parable of the seed growing by itself. The
laws governing its growth are supernatural. There is no way to tell how a seed grows. It is
perpetuated by the HS not mans methods and organization. God is not in the religious systems of
man and its a mystery then how the kingdom is perpetuated. Jesus said it clearly in vs 27 "he
knows not how"
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2. The kingdoms universal expansion

Matt. 13/31-32 This is not the same as # 1. One says its a mystery how it happens and the other
says it will cover the world someday. The true church (John 4/24) is still relatively small and is
compared to a mustard seed. Many believe that to expand the church (by any means) is to
expand the kingdom. Not everyone in the church is in the kingdom. The basic meaning of this
parable is the contrast between its insignificant beginning and its eventual worldwide expansion.
Its deeper application is a mystery even to the apostles. Rev. 12/10 is when the kingdom comes.

3. The parable of the leaven.
Matt. 13/33 It is a mystery how yeast makes bread rise..Jesus incorporated both 1 & 2 into this
parable

Rev. 12/10 When Satan is cast out then the kingdom comes. Dan. 2/31-35, 44-45
The mystery is not the kingdom as that is revealed. The mystery is in its nature.

There are three aspects to the kingdom

1. Itis a present possession Luke 17/20 Col. 1/13 in our hearts

2.1t is a future realization. Future millennial earthly. Rev. 5/10,Luke 22/29-30
Luke 19/11 he said this to correct their idea that the kingdom was only present.
When will the saints will inherit the kingdom? Matt. 25/31-34

3. There is a eternal aspect to the kingdom Rev. 21,22

This is a mystery except to those to whom it is revealed. It is a present possession but the world
only sees another person standing there. It is also future but the denominational church doesn't
believe in a millennium.

The Kingdoms mystery concerning its citizens.

The mystery is that its citizens consist of good and bad. Parable of the net Matt. 1347-50 Parable
of the wheat and tares

Matt. 13/24-30, 37-43

Both true and false disciples are at present in his kingdom. Jesus said let grow together. In Gods
wisdom there is a parallel development of both. Evil like good must come to maturity before it is
reaped Gen. 15/13-16. Why does God allow good and evil to grow together? Because 11 Peter
3/9 God is long suffering. God does not remove evil from his kingdom and the world so the true
disciple can have their faith tested. Judges 2/20-23 Acts 20/28, 11 Cor. 11/13-15

The mystery of the kingdom does not mean its existence is a mystery . Its not hidden from men
but the mystery is in its nature.
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Subject: The Kingdom of God as a Mystery # 2
Posted by Mark L on Fri, 20 Mar 2020 19:10:13 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

The Conditions for Entrance into the Kingdom.
You must receive the message of the kingdom in the right manner.

Matt. 13/10-23 sets forth Gods side of salvation with respect to the message of the kingdom
Matt. 13/1-9 set forth human responsibility

1. Because the parable is a mystery there is a group of people who because of the hardness of
their heart will not show enough interest in the message of the kingdom to seek to have its
mystery revealed.

2. The second group receives the message of the kingdom but receives it in a shallow way

3. A third group responds to the message but don't treasure it enough to fully enter into its
mysteries

4. The 4th group has their hearts prepared to respond in such a way that they can produce fruit.
They give themselves fully to it and the message (the mysteries) are worked through them and
then in them.

The stress here in Matt. 13 is fruit bearing. The key to discerning who is a true citizen is the
bearing of fruit. The mysterious growth of the kingdom is worked out by the true citizens who bear
fruit 30-60-100 fold. We must first learn all that the mystery of the kingdom includes before one
can discern how much has been unveiled to you. Most are content to allow the mystery of the
kingdom to remain a mystery so they can continue to live as citizens of this world.

The main thrust of the parable is how people respond to the message. Not the initial response but
the endurance the fruit bearing & pruning. Do you continue to hear and bear fruit? Healing,
sermon on the mount or whatever is taught in the word is the message of the kingdom. The
doctrines aren't hidden. Jesus said that these things are the message of the kingdom and that
they will be progressively unfolded to those who listen.

You must be willing to pay the cost to enter the Kingdom

Matt. 13/44-46 Parables of the treasure and the pearl. The privilege of citizenship in the kingdom
has to be our most precious possession.

Subject: The Relation of the Kingdom to the Church
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Posted by Mark L on Wed, 25 Mar 2020 18:24:29 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

The Relation of the Kingdom to the Church
Are equated? Like Augustine and the RC church did?

1. The NT distinguishes between the church and the kingdom. Jesus the apostles and the early
church all taught the kingdom of God and not merely the church. The kingdom is mentioned 121
times in the gospels and the church 2 times. Its not that the church is unimportant but the kingdom
is what he came to preach. Those who believe the message become the church.

Acts 1/3to 28/31 Mark 1/14-15, Matt. 3

The kingdom is the reign and rule of God which is right now invisibly in mans hearts and later
visibly. The church consists of the citizens of the kingdom. The teaching equating the two began
with Augustine (4th. C) The RC church (6th. C) picked up Augustine's error which gave rise to the
RC error. The universal visible church theory of Rome. ie: you must belong to the RC church to be
saved.

After the reformers left the RC church they had a problem. They solved it by starting the theory of
the universal invisible church. It was invented by Luther and up to today it is the protestant
position. The reformers solved the problem by stating it is reasonable to deduce that side by side
with the visible church wherever it is in the world is the invisible church and they labelled it the
invisible mystical body. They said all believers living and dead belong to the mystical church. This
is how they got around Romes position.

All believers are in the kingdom but not all are in a true church. Col. 1/13 there are some who
belong to local churches but who are not in the kingdom

2. The kingdom of God is a more comprehensive and broad concept than the church. The
kingdom is universal invisible and spiritual. The church in the NT is local tangible and visible Luke
17 20-21 col. 1/13

Rev. 2/1 the letters were written to seven churches. He wrote to each one. Why not just a general
letter to the invisible church. Col.1/2

1 Cor. 12/13,27 The body of Christ is a metaphor. He is writing to a church. The local church is
the "church" in its local expression.

3. The church is the agent to proclaim the kingdom Matt. 10/7, Luke 10/9
The church in the NT is seen to be the instrument of the kingdom and not the kingdom itself. The
proclamation of the message of the kingdom and the signs of the kingdom (Mark 16)

4. The church in the NT is the key to the kingdom. Matt. 16/13-19
Wh