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Enoch is a very interesting situation found in scripture:

Quote:

21 Enoch lived sixty-five years, and begot Methuselah. 22 After he begot Methuselah, Enoch
walked with God three hundred years, and had sons and daughters. 23 So all the days of Enoch
were three hundred and sixty-five years. 24 And Enoch walked with God; and he was not, for God
took him.

First off I wanted to point out most of the people had children when they were our age or older.
Everyone back then must of retained their youthful vigor for hundreds of years. I realize the age
factor has changed drastically. Fifty years old back then must of been like grade school level in
age. It just seems strange in comparison when people today have children when their seventeen
and even younger. 

Enoch was unique in the fact he was only on the earth for 365 years and then God just took him.
We have very little history on Enoch but it would be interesting to understand "what he did",
concerning walking with God, that would cause God to just take him into heaven. While on the
earth, we know he was married and had sons and daughters.

I would like to look at the fact that this man was on the earth in the very beginning, when humanity
first started out, and gives us an account of what was taking place around him.  Evidently men
were very wicked right off the bat, giving themselves over to the flesh, because we have the
prophecy of Enoch speaking out against the wicked in his day and time.

Quote:

14 Now Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men also, saying, â€œBehold,
the Lord comes with ten thousands of His saints, 15 to execute judgment on all, to convict all who
are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have committed in an ungodly way,
and of all the harsh things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him.â€•

Jude gives us a little incite to the character of the people in his day and time and then quotes
Enoch, who tells us about the people of his day and time.
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Quote: 

 4 For certain men have crept in unnoticed, who long ago were marked out for this condemnation,
ungodly men, who turn the grace of our God into lewdness and deny the only Lord God and our
Lord Jesus Christ.

5 But I want to remind you, though you once knew this, that the Lord, having saved the people out
of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed those who did not believe. 6 And the angels who did not
keep their proper domain, but left their own abode, He has reserved in everlasting chains under
darkness for the judgment of the great day; 7 as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities around
them in a similar manner to these, having given themselves over to sexual immorality and gone
after strange flesh, are set forth as an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire.

8 Likewise also these dreamers defile the flesh, reject authority, and speak evil of dignitaries.

They were given to strange flesh, sexual immorality, called dreamers who defile the flesh, reject
authority, and speak evil of dignitaries. 

Sounds like the evening news report here!

Enoch tells us that the Lord is coming to execute judgement on all, to: convict all who are ungodly
among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have committed in an ungodly way, and of all
the harsh things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him.â€•

Fleshly immorality was prevalent in the time of Enoch and just a few hundred years later Noah is
raised up to build an Ark, because God is going to destroy all on the earth.

God uses the earth in a great flood that destroys everything, sort of like its washing the earth
clean from all the filth.  Everywhere men had walked the topology of the land was removed and
changed. God was grieved that He had made mankind.

With God all things are possible.

Here's the situation with Enoch now; he has been alive in his body for somewhere in the
neighborhood of over 8000 years in "heaven". There is nothing impossible with God. The only
other person taken up into heaven was Elijah. These men are the two olive trees and two lamp
stands who stand before the God of heaven and earth till this very day.

Taken off the earth and living in these fleshly bodies while awaiting their return to the earth. We
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cannot over stress the fact that nothing is impossible with our God.

We as Christians have to take the limits off of our God. After all we cannot lose sight in the fact
that God is who He says He is. People who walk with God have a resiliency that is not found in
people who know not God. God has made a "difference" between those who seek Him and from
those who are without God.

Quote:

Before someone thinks; we were not worthy and sinners like everyone else. I want to say; we all
know this and its not the point here. Its something that happened and were blessed that God
made the difference in us. We know we weren't worthy but we find ourselves at the feet of Jesus. 

This is all good, but the point is that God has made a difference between us and them. I don't
think we have to try to sound overly pious with a poor little me attitude.

If anything we need to dwell on the fact that:  whatever things are true, whatever things are noble,
whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things
are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthyâ€”meditate on these
things. 

Sure we were delivered out of sin, but now we have something greater to look forward to. The
importance of knowing and dwelling on the fact that God is our God. And it is "us" as individuals
who places limits on Him, from who He is and what He is capable of doing.  We are new creations
in Christ. We have been given a newness in life old things have passed away and behold all
things are new.

I think its possible that some think in their minds that their on a level with sinful humanity and will
never rise any higher then what their circumstances dictate to them. God is for us not against us.

Enoch lived in a day of great wickedness, but there was something different with this man that
God would take him right out of the midst of the wickedness.  I think we have to come to a point to
realize how great "our" God really is.  Its not just singing songs about Him and then forgetting who
He is as though we had looked into a mirror and then walked away forgetting what we saw.

Words alone cannot express the greatness of God. How could they, He is beyond mere words.
We have been made righteous in Christ having no righteousness of our own. 

Many times the devil speaks through people trying justify sin, but as Jesus said; Get thee behind
me Satan you do not savor the things of God.
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Its not a sin to recognize who we are in Christ and what He has provided at Calvary, even though
people will always bring up the negative concerning the past. Comparing themselves with the
world. What God has cast into the bottom of the sea who are we to constantly be going there and
looking at it.

In Enoch and Elijah we see two men who walked with God and now await the fulfilling of the future
prophecy:

Quote:
11 Then I was given a reed like a measuring rod. And the angel stood, saying, â€œRise and
measure the temple of God, the altar, and those who worship there. 2 But leave out the court
which is outside the temple, and do not measure it, for it has been given to the Gentiles. And they
will tread the holy city underfoot for forty-two months. 3 And I will give power to my two witnesses,
and they will prophesy one thousand two hundred and sixty days, clothed in sackcloth.â€•

4 These are the two olive trees and the two lamp stands standing before the God of the earth. 5
And if anyone wants to harm them, fire proceeds from their mouth and devours their enemies.
And if anyone wants to harm them, he must be killed in this manner. 6 These have power to shut
heaven, so that no rain falls in the days of their prophecy; and they have power over waters to
turn them to blood, and to strike the earth with all plagues, as often as they desire.

God gives these men unlimited power. They can strike the earth as often as they desire.  It
sounds like the gentiles are still treading the holy city at this same time. These men finally finish
their testimony:

Quote:
7 When they finish their testimony, the beast that ascends out of the bottomless pit will make war
against them, overcome them, and kill them. 8 And their dead bodies will lie in the street of the
great city which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified. 9 Then
those from the peoples, tribes, tongues, and nations will see their dead bodies three-and-a-half
days, and not allow their dead bodies to be put into graves.

Imagine letting their bodies lie out in the hot sun for three days and know one is allowed to bury
them. During the times of the church fathers this same practice took place. They would let the
bodies of Christians torn by beasts to lay out in the hot sun for days and no one was allowed to
bury them. 

After the two witnesses are killed, What do we find all the inhabitants of the earth doing?
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Quote:
10 And those who dwell on the earth will rejoice over them, make merry, and send gifts to one
another, because these two prophets tormented those who dwell on the earth.

Their found making merry, having a huge party, and buying each other gifts. Everyone is finally
relieved to have it all come to an end.

But after three and a half days:

Quote:

11 Now after the three-and-a-half days the breath of life from God entered them, and they stood
on their feet, and great fear fell on those who saw them. 12 And they heard a loud voice from
heaven saying to them, â€œCome up here.â€• And they ascended to heaven in a cloud, and their
enemies saw them.

God is in control not man! The breath of life returned to these men and they stood on their feet, a
voice is heard saying; "Come up here," they ascended in a cloud, and their enemies saw it take
place. As stated, God is in control!

God is in control of our lives and He is here to help us and is for us. Why, because He tells us this
all through His Word. We cannot fear what men can do on this earth because we know that
everything is in His hands.

The whole account of Enoch and what little we actually know calls out from thousands of years
ago and can encourage us in; "Our walk with the Lord God".

Gary
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