Subject: Church Government
Posted by Anonymous Please on Tue, 22 Apr 2014 15:17:53 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors
and teachers;

12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of
Christ:

Subject: Re: Church Government
Posted by Anonymous Please on Tue, 22 Apr 2014 21:45:07 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

The Apostles and Prophets are foundational leaders in Jesus's Church/Churches. Not someones
to be ignored.

Subject: Re: Church Government
Posted by Anonymous Please on Fri, 25 Apr 2014 19:27:43 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

| like to think of Church authority like the chain of command in the Air Force. Generals/Apostles,
Colonels/Prophets (the emblem is the Eagle {seer}), Majors/Evangelists (dealing with large
numbers), Captians/Pastors (often in position of AF commander), Luetenants/Teachers. All these
and the deacons will do well to serve faithfully in what they do. Im not saying this is a perfect
analogy - yet many have to realize that people in chain of authority and others cannot just do what
they want without accountabliity in GOD'S church. God set the leadership in HIS church and that's
the way it is.

Subject: Re: Church Government
Posted by Anonymous Please on Fri, 25 Apr 2014 19:35:23 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

The churches of the Holy Spirit need to be in order with the bible.
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Subject: Re: Church Government
Posted by Gary on Fri, 25 Apr 2014 21:21:05 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Here's what Apostles are called to be:

Servants and slaves to the body of Christ nothing else but that.

Mark 10:41 And when the ten heard it, they began to be greatly displeased with James and John.
42 But Jesus called them to Himself and said to them, &€ceYou know that those who are
considered rulers over the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over
them. 43 Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great among you shall
be your servant.

Subject: Re: Church Government
Posted by JWBTI on Fri, 25 Apr 2014 22:20:40 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Accountability , this term has been used since the 1970's .
It means to be in bondage to those who lord it over the flock and set themselves
In authority over those who lack knowledge of Gods Word !

Subject: Re: Church Government
Posted by william on Sat, 26 Apr 2014 00:10:58 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Apostle wrote on Fri, 25 April 2014 14:271 like to think of Church authority like the chain of
command in the Air Force. Generals/Apostles, Colonels/Prophets (the emblem is the Eagle
{seer}), Majors/Evangelists (dealing with large numbers), Captians/Pastors (often in position of
AF commander), Luetenants/Teachers. All these and the deacons will do well to serve faithfully in
what they do. Im not saying this is a perfect analogy - yet many have to realize that people in
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chain of authority and others cannot just do what they want without accountabliity in GOD'S
church. God set the leadership in HIS church and that's the way it is.

Can you give a biblical example that equates Church structure with the kind of hierarchy you are
describing?

I'm not looking for Eph 2:20 because the Church has already been built on the foundation of the
apostles and prophets (Jesus being the chief corner stone); I'm interested in passages that would
describe the authority structure as you have described it, i.e. a "chain of command" authority
structure.

Blessings,
William

Subject: Re: Church Government
Posted by Anonymous Please on Sat, 26 Apr 2014 15:00:30 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Not leaders, elders, teachers? Your mistaken. thank you.

Subject: Re: Church Government
Posted by Anonymous Please on Sat, 26 Apr 2014 15:04.03 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

| would think that most the leadership responsibilities would be among others who call themselves
"ministers”, who are departing from the true way. The restoration of the full 5-fold ministry is for
blessing in the way of the God, its not a negative thing.

Subject: Re: Church Government
Posted by Anonymous Please on Sat, 26 Apr 2014 15:12:18 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Proof texts?? | would have to reference pretty much, what...half of PAUL's writings to explain the
clear biblical principle that Apostles are high leadership in the church. Shall | come with a rod? Let
everyone that loves not the Lord Jesus be accursed. Turn such a one over to satan for the
destruction of the flesh, etc. etc. etc. It's clear biblical teaching - If you notice the meeting in Acts

Page 3 of 43 ---- Generated from Wl cone to OO by FUDforum 3.0.0


http://overcomersonline.com/FUDforum2/index.php?t=usrinfo&id=
http://overcomersonline.com/FUDforum2/index.php?t=rview&th=955&goto=11048#msg_11048
http://overcomersonline.com/FUDforum2/index.php?t=post&reply_to=11048
http://overcomersonline.com/FUDforum2/index.php?t=usrinfo&id=
http://overcomersonline.com/FUDforum2/index.php?t=rview&th=955&goto=11049#msg_11049
http://overcomersonline.com/FUDforum2/index.php?t=post&reply_to=11049
http://overcomersonline.com/FUDforum2/index.php?t=usrinfo&id=
http://overcomersonline.com/FUDforum2/index.php?t=rview&th=955&goto=11050#msg_11050
http://overcomersonline.com/FUDforum2/index.php?t=post&reply_to=11050
http://overcomersonline.com/FUDforum2/index.php

15 - certain elders meet for questions of doctrinal clarity and sent out a finding. If someone doesn't
know from reading the bible, that Apostles are head among the elders...what can | say? They and
prophets are foundational leaders in the church.

Subject: Re: Church Government
Posted by Anonymous Please on Sat, 26 Apr 2014 15:18:00 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

PS - Do you think that this means chronologically?
1 Corinthians 12:28 KJV

And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after
that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues.

Thanks

Subject: Re: Church Government
Posted by william on Sat, 26 Apr 2014 15:27:06 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Apostle wrote on Sat, 26 April 2014 10:12Proof texts?? | would have to reference pretty much,
what...half of PAUL's writings to explain the clear biblical principle that Apostles are high
leadership in the church. Shall | come with a rod? Let everyone that loves not the Lord Jesus be
accursed. Turn such a one over to satan for the destruction of the flesh, etc. etc. etc. It's clear
biblical teaching - If you notice the meeting in Acts 15 - certain elders meet for questions of
doctrinal clarity and sent out a finding. If someone doesn't know from reading the bible, that
Apostles are head among the elders...what can | say? They and prophets are foundational
leaders in the church.

No, you are missing the question. I'm not talking just about apostles. I'm asking for an example
of the "chain of command" concept you describe.

In other words can you give an example of this type of scenario:
Apostles >> Only answer to God--the commander and chief.

Prophets >> Answer to apostles--the head of all of the elders
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Evangelists >> Answer to the apostles and prophets -- a continuation of the "chain of command".
Pastors/teachers >> Answer to all of the above -- i.e. "chain of command".
Regular christians >> Answer to everyone in the "chain of command".

Its a simple question, and no you don't have to look up half of what Paul wrote --just give one
example and if there are exceptions give those.

Acts 15 isn't a good example because here you have a situation where Paul--the apostle of the
gentiles, getting instructions from James (presumed to be a pastor/teacher at Jerusalem)
concerning the supposed purview of Paul (the apostle of the gentiles).

Blessings,
William

Subject: Re: Church Government
Posted by william on Sat, 26 Apr 2014 15:33:01 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Apostle wrote on Sat, 26 April 2014 10:18PS - Do you think that this means chronologically?
1 Corinthians 12:28 KJV

And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after
that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues.

Thanks

So let me see if | understand... you are saying that apostles, prophets, teachers, evangelists
(presumably), those with the gift of healings, and finally those with the gift of helps, these all are
over the "governments" of the church?

Is this the "chain of command" you describe?

Blessings,
William
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Subject: Re: Church Government
Posted by Anonymous Please on Sat, 26 Apr 2014 15:35:24 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Since Paul's example of "appointing elders in every place" is clear. Isn't it common sense that He
had authority in such matters? | don't think any true minister of God would have problem with
mutual respect among ministries and especially in regards to Prophets and Apostles? But hey, |
appreciate the diligence to follow up on claims of Apostleship, just use the whole context of the
New Testament (or don't, it's a free world). Just know if you don't take the whole of scripture, you
will be setting yourselves for trouble. (PS - | use the word "you" in general ei everybody, sense.)
Thanks. PS - | knew this post was going to start trouble. True Apostles and Prophets come with
HIS authority to help the saints and TO SPEAK AGAINST ALL THE ERRORS OF THE END
TIMES

Subject: Re: Church Government
Posted by Anonymous Please on Sat, 26 Apr 2014 15:55:50 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

| said "I like to think of it that way". To me it's a clear generalization that | would think would be
known among bible knowers that Apostles are chief authority in the church??? | gave about three
examples of Pauls authority and Peters and Pauls life in the scripture is evidence of their
authority. ex They were together on Solomons porch and no man durst join himself to them. Its
the whole context throughout all the scripture that Apostles are special leaders for special high
purposes including oversight of other leadership. ei appointing elders in every city...

Subject: Re: Church Government
Posted by william on Sat, 26 Apr 2014 15:56:03 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Apostle wrote on Sat, 26 April 2014 10:35Since Paul's example of "appointing elders in every
place" is clear. Isn't it common sense that He had authority in such matters? | don't think any true
minister of God would have problem with mutual respect among ministries and especially in
regards to Prophets and Apostles? But hey, | appreciate the diligence to follow up on claims of
Apostleship, just use the whole context of the New Testament (or don't, it's a free world). Just
know if you don't take the whole of scripture, you will be setting yourselves for trouble. (PS - | use
the word "you" in general ei everybody, sense.) Thanks. PS - | knew this post was going to start
trouble. True Apostles and Prophets come with HIS authority to help the saints and TO SPEAK
AGAINST ALL THE ERRORS OF THE END TIMES

Why did Paul go to the church at Jerusalem and why was James the one giving the
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recommendations? | mean if Paul has the authority over the gentiles then why didn't he just settle
the issue?

btw, all of us here are "true" ministers of God, all of us here take the "whole" bible as our authority,
which is why we are seeking to understand what you mean by "chain of command”. It's a concept
you brought up, and since you brought it up I'm asking for a "biblical" example --common sense
may suffice in some situations, but not in the particular concept you brought up.

Blessings,
William

Subject: Re: Church Government
Posted by Anonymous Please on Sat, 26 Apr 2014 16:02:47 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

| wouldn't always use the word "answer to" but better idea of carrying authority from God, if people
dishonor Gods authorities - God Himself can deal with the matter (or maybe they'll get turned over
to Satan for destruction of the flesh?). Mostly the Apostles are the chief elders. | wouldn't want to
be a false bible teacher and disregard the warnings of an Apostle. Thanks.

Subject: Re: Church Government
Posted by william on Sat, 26 Apr 2014 16:05:53 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Apostle wrote on Sat, 26 April 2014 10:55I said "I like to think of it that way". To me it's a clear
generalization that | would think would be known among bible knowers that Apostles are chief
authority in the church??? | gave about three examples of Pauls authority and Peters and Pauls
life in the scripture is evidence of their authority. ex They were together on Solomons porch and
no man durst join himself to them. Its the whole context throughout all the scripture that Apostles
are special leaders for special high purposes including oversight of other leadership. ei appointing
elders in every city...

Again, I'm not referring to just apostles. The CHAIN OF COMMAND statement is WORTHLESS
without the other pieces of the chain. You can't have a chain without the rest of the pieces. |
asked for one biblical example that shows this "chain of command"” you mentioned.

You brought up Acts 15 which defies the "chain of command" argument for the reasons |
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mentioned.
The next passage you brought up was 1Cor 12:28. I've posted questions about this as well.

If you just want to say that the "chain of command" was only your personal opinion, then that is
fine... if you want us to accept it as fact then show us the reason by giving us an example.

Blessings,
William

Subject: Re: Church Government
Posted by Anonymous Please on Sat, 26 Apr 2014 16:11:06 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

| am not implying that anyone here in particular is false. Just generalization. | do disagree that
Eph2:20 ended with the early church or that Acts 15 isn't a clear example of levels of authority.
Once again - may | ask William - Is it your view that Apostles are not the Chief elders in the
church?? Thanks. All love and truth .

Subject: Re: Church Government
Posted by william on Sat, 26 Apr 2014 16:15:11 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Apostle wrote on Sat, 26 April 2014 11:021 wouldn't always use the word "answer to" but better
idea of carrying authority from God, if people dishonor Gods authorities - God Himself can deal
with the matter (or maybe they'll get turned over to Satan for destruction of the flesh?). Mostly the
Apostles are the chief elders. | wouldn't want to be a false bible teacher and disregard the
warnings of an Apostle. Thanks.

| perhaps understand your preoccupation with apostles... but again, I'm not talking about apostles,
I'm talking about how the rest of the chain works.

If you don't like "answer to", then substitute something else... but it seems to me that anything else
you substitute for "answers to" would be even stronger. "Authority” without someone answering to
the authority is non-nonsensical to me. | mean, how can you have authority without someone
answering to that authority?

Page 8 of 43 ---- Generated from Wel cone to OO by FUDforum 3.0.0


http://overcomersonline.com/FUDforum2/index.php?t=usrinfo&id=
http://overcomersonline.com/FUDforum2/index.php?t=rview&th=955&goto=11059#msg_11059
http://overcomersonline.com/FUDforum2/index.php?t=post&reply_to=11059
http://overcomersonline.com/FUDforum2/index.php?t=usrinfo&id=2
http://overcomersonline.com/FUDforum2/index.php?t=rview&th=955&goto=11060#msg_11060
http://overcomersonline.com/FUDforum2/index.php?t=post&reply_to=11060
http://overcomersonline.com/FUDforum2/index.php

Blessings,
William

Subject: Re: Church Government
Posted by Anonymous Please on Sat, 26 Apr 2014 16:16:40 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

It is my personal opinion as why | said "I like to think of ", but | believe it is based on fact and can
be helpful to understand that God is calling people to come with authority that God Himself will
verify. Do you think a teacher in a church can stand up and say, Pastor - you sit down today - I'm
going to preach. There are understood levels of authority in the church. Its shown throughout the
overall context of the new testament and experience.

Subject: Re: Church Government
Posted by Anonymous Please on Sat, 26 Apr 2014 16:25:46 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

| also said "it's not a perfect analogy", but there are so many religious who think they can just say
and do what they want with out any oversight that can bring judgment. If people are not following
scripture- Apostles, prophets, etc.- | may call them out and then we will continue to see if God
responds.

Subject: Re: Church Government
Posted by william on Sat, 26 Apr 2014 16:28:57 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Apostle wrote on Sat, 26 April 2014 11:111 am not implying that anyone here in particular is false.
Just generalization. | do disagree that Eph2:20 ended with the early church or that Acts 15 isn't a
clear example of levels of authority. Once again - may | ask William - Is it your view that Apostles
are not the Chief elders in the church?? Thanks. All love and truth .

1) Concerning Eph2:20, I'm not saying that it "ended". Any true church will have been built first
on Jesus Christ, and any subsequent building would have been built upon the teachings of the
apostles and prophets which we have recorded for us in the scriptures.

2) Concerning Acts15. What is the "level" of authority presented here? Paul, an apostle to the
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gentiles, goes to James, a leader of the Jerusalem church (not to gentiles). What is the "chain of
command" example that we can bank on from this?

3) Concerning your last question --"Is it your view that apostles are not the chief elders in the
church?" My view is that they aren't *necessarily* the chief elders of the church. I'll explain what |
mean by *necessarily* when we get some answers from you.

Blessings,
William

Subject: Re: Church Government
Posted by william on Sat, 26 Apr 2014 16:32:38 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Apostle wrote on Sat, 26 April 2014 11:16It is my personal opinion as why | said "l like to think of
", but I believe it is based on fact and can be helpful to understand that God is calling people to
come with authority that God Himself will verify. Do you think a teacher in a church can stand up
and say, Pastor - you sit down today - I'm going to preach. There are understood levels of
authority in the church. Its shown throughout the overall context of the new testament and
experience.

Well, according to the example that you've given to us: 1Corl12:28

The teacher is on the third level, right below the apostles and prophets, making his place in the
"chain of command" higher than any of the rest.

Blessings,
William

Subject: Re: Church Government
Posted by Anonymous Please on Sat, 26 Apr 2014 16:37:06 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Yet, | want to stand by the main idea of my general presentation that there r levels of authority
among Gods ministers
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Subject: Re: Church Government
Posted by Anonymous Please on Sat, 26 Apr 2014 16:39:09 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Evangelists and Pastors can be teachers too. COVET ERNESTLY THE BEST GIFTS

Subject: Re: Church Government
Posted by william on Sat, 26 Apr 2014 16:40:35 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Apostle wrote on Sat, 26 April 2014 11:251 also said "it's not a perfect analogy"”, but there are so
many religious who think they can just say and do what they want with out any oversight that can
bring judgment. If people are not following scripture- Apostles, prophets, etc.- | may call them out
and then we will continue to see if God responds.

Well, if you are going to "call them out", then I think perhaps you should not be giving us
less-than-perfect analogies... ESPECIALLY if you can't give reasons for the analogy.

Secondly, are you saying that those who may be "called out" include us?
You'd better think twice and come up with some scriptural examples that gives someone that kind

of authority over people who you had nothing to do with before this week. Especially since your
only claim to fame is the moniker you signed up with.

William

Subject: Re: Church Government
Posted by Anonymous Please on Sat, 26 Apr 2014 16:41:53 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Since Apostles and prophets are still valid, they still are foundational.

Subject: Re: Church Government
Posted by Anonymous Please on Sat, 26 Apr 2014 18:27:50 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message
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| think Ive given enough clarification on that issue from all sides. Thanks.

Subject: Re: Church Government
Posted by Anonymous Please on Sat, 26 Apr 2014 18:55:51 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Also ministry to all the saints.

Subject: Re: Church Government
Posted by william on Sun, 27 Apr 2014 15:25:26 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Okay, it's your call as to whether or not you want to answer the one question | asked, but if you
aren't going to do it, then I will.

Here is what you said:

Apostle wrote on Fri, 25 April 2014 14:271 like to think of Church authority like the chain of
command in the Air Force. Generals/Apostles, Colonels/Prophets (the emblem is the Eagle
{seer}), Majors/Evangelists (dealing with large numbers), Captians/Pastors (often in position of
AF commander), Luetenants/Teachers. All these and the deacons will do well to serve faithfully in
what they do. Im not saying this is a perfect analogy - yet many have to realize that people in
chain of authority and others cannot just do what they want without accountabliity in GOD'S
church. God set the leadership in HIS church and that's the way it is.

So | asked this question: Quote:Can you give a biblical example that equates Church structure
with the kind of hierarchy you are describing?

Your answer should have been: "No, | can't."
You also point out to us:

Quote:If you notice the meeting in Acts 15 - certain elders meet for questions of doctrinal clarity
and sent out a finding.

| don't consider myself an "elder" (I'm still a young puppy!) but | was seeking clarity, and since you
said:

Quote: "true apostles and prophets come with HIS authority to help the saints and TO SPEAK
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AGAINST ALL THE ERRORS OF THE END TIMES"

...| figured that this meant that you might want to help clear up any erroneous ideas that we might
have concerning the "chain of command" idea that you said dominates half of Paul's writings.

What | see in Paul's writings is that he indeed had authority, but not blanket authority--it was
authority over the churches that he established. He says exactly this in this passage:

Quote:But we will not boast of things without [our] measure, but according to the measure of the
rule which God hath distributed to us, a measure to reach even unto you. For we stretch not
ourselves beyond [our measure], as though we reached not unto you: for we are come as far as to
you also in [preaching] the gospel of Christ: Not boasting of things without [our] measure, [that is],
of other men's labours; but having hope, when your faith is increased, that we shall be enlarged
by you according to our rule abundantly, To preach the gospel in the [regions] beyond you, [and]
not to boast in another man's line of things made ready to our hand. 2Co 10:13 KJV

One need only examine the differences between his letters to the Corinthians (his measure, or we
could say, his sphere of authority --due to having established this church) and his letter to the
Romans (which he did not establish). The differences are profound with respect to his authority.

If there are no examples of your claim of a "chain of authority", beginning with the apostles and
ending with us regular christians, then the obvious question is: "Where does this idea originate?"
This was the basis of my question. If you had answered that question by giving us only ONE
biblical example of this "chain of authority" then | would necessarily be under obligation to
re-examine my position and my understanding about the origins of this idea.

As it stands right now I'm under the assumption that this idea falls under the category of one of
those "errors of the end time" that you yourself claim to be sent to correct. It looks like to me that
this whole idea of a "chain of command/authority” is a man-made tradition that we are warned
against in the very bible that we are called to follow.

Gary and Ron both gave good reasons for not accepting your idea without discrimination. Gary
mentioned Mark 10:41 which is pretty clear concerning the attitude of those who might aspire to
rule. Ron pointed out the dangerous implications of the concept when it is applied to those who
lack knowledge of God's word.

Marilyn quoted a relevant passage that should give anyone pause before accepting an idea just
because it comes from one who claims to be an apostle:

Quote: | know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou canst not bear them
which are evil: and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found
them liars: Rev 2:2 KJV
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If this idea is one that has its roots in human understanding and philosophy then Paul's words of
warning is heightened in its applicability to us:

Quote:Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of
men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. Col 2:8 KJV

Again, it should go without saying, | believe in apostolic authority as it is presented in the bible, |
think we all do, but this whole idea of a "chain of authority" beginning with the apostle and ending
up with the regular christian with every link of the chain representing a specific level of authority
over the end-link (but not the prior link) is the problem I'm having.

William

Subject: Re: Church Government
Posted by william on Sun, 27 Apr 2014 18:53:59 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

| don't want to belabor the point but after my last note | googled (out of curiosity) the terms "chain
of command" and church and there were close to half-a-million links. After refining the search a
bit ("biblical basis" "chain of command" church) it was a more reasonable amount (2000 or so).
One of the first links | clicked on was fantastic!

I've stated that I've always had an interest in Church Government but it looks as if this guy has
spent his life writing (and producing videos) on the subject.

I've just read about a dozen articles and watched 2 of his videos and I'm ready to say that I'm just
a hobbyist when it comes to the subject.

He goes into much detail concerning the subject we are discussing, i.e its roots and modern-day
application, an